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Introduction to Advanced Essay Writing

Welcome to this comprehensive guide on developing advanced essay writing skills for English exams in
Western Australia. This resource is designed to help 17-year-old students prepare for their English exams and
develop a lifelong skill that will benefit them in their academic and professional pursuits.

The Western Australian curriculum requires students to demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of the
subject matter, as well as the ability to analyze and evaluate complex texts. To achieve this, students must
be able to identify the key concepts and skills required to answer a given essay question, and develop a
clear and concise thesis statement.

Understanding the Western Australian Curriculum

The Western Australian curriculum is designed to provide students with a comprehensive education that
prepares them for success in their future careers. The curriculum is divided into several key areas, including
English, mathematics, science, and humanities.

In the English curriculum, students are required to develop advanced essay writing skills, including the
ability to analyze complex texts, develop a clear thesis statement, and use evidence to support their
arguments. Students must also be able to think critically and analytically, evaluating information,
identifying biases, and developing well-supported opinions.
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Key Concepts and Skills

The following key concepts and skills are essential for developing advanced essay writing skills:

1. Analyzing Complex Texts: Students must be able to analyze complex texts, identify the main
arguments and supporting evidence, and evaluate the author's use of language and tone.

2. Developing a Clear Thesis Statement: A clear thesis statement is essential for advanced essay
writing. The thesis statement should be concise, clear, and focused, and should provide a roadmap
for the rest of the essay.

3. Using Evidence to Support an Argument: Students must be able to identify relevant evidence from
the text, and use it to support their argument.

4. Critical Thinking and Analytical Writing: Students must be able to think critically and analytically,
evaluating information, identifying biases, and developing well-supported opinions.

Essay Writing Techniques

The following essay writing techniques are essential for developing advanced essay writing skills:

1. Introduction: The introduction should provide a clear overview of the topic, and include a thesis
statement that sets out the main argument or claim.

2. Body Paragraphs: The body paragraphs should provide evidence and analysis to support the main
argument or claim, and should be well-structured and logically organized.

3. Conclusion: The conclusion should summarize the main points, and reiterate the thesis statement.
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Activities and Questions

The following activities and questions are designed to help students develop their advanced essay writing
skills:

1. Essay Writing Workshop: Students will work in groups to write and revise their essays, using the
skills and concepts covered in the lesson.

2. Peer Review: Students will exchange their essays and provide feedback to their peers, using a rubric
provided by the teacher.

3. Debate and Discussion: Students will engage in a debate and discussion on a topic related to the
Western Australian curriculum, using evidence to support their arguments.

4. Collaborative Research: Students will work in groups to conduct research and gather evidence to
support their arguments.

Assessment and Evaluation

The following assessment and evaluation strategies will be used to assess student understanding and
progress:

1. Formative Assessment: Regular formative checks will be used to monitor student progress and
understanding, and to inform instruction and adjust teaching strategies as needed.

2. Summative Assessment: A summative assessment will be used to evaluate student understanding
and progress at the end of the lesson.

© 2024 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



Advanced Essay Writing Techniques

To develop advanced essay writing skills, students must be able to use a range of techniques to analyze
complex texts, develop a clear thesis statement, and use evidence to support their arguments. Some of the key
techniques include: using rhetorical devices, such as metaphors and similes, to add depth and complexity to
their writing; using transitional phrases and sentences to connect their ideas and paragraphs; and using a range
of sentence structures, including simple, compound, and complex sentences, to create variety and interest.

Example: Using Rhetorical Devices
For example, in an essay on the theme of loneliness in John Steinbeck's "Of Mice and Men", a student might use
the metaphor of a "desolate landscape" to describe the setting of the novel, and the simile of "like a ghost town"

to describe the emptiness of the characters' lives. This use of rhetorical devices adds depth and complexity to
the writing, and helps to create a vivid and engaging picture in the reader's mind.
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Critical Thinking and Analysis

Critical thinking and analysis are essential skills for advanced essay writing. Students must be able to evaluate
information, identify biases and assumptions, and develop well-supported opinions. To develop these skills,
students can practice analyzing complex texts, identifying the main arguments and supporting evidence, and
evaluating the author's use of language and tone.

Case Study: Analyzing a Complex Text
For example, a student might analyze a complex text such as George Orwell's "1984", identifying the main
arguments and supporting evidence, and evaluating the author's use of language and tone. The student might

consider questions such as: What is the author's main argument? What evidence does the author use to support
this argument? How does the author use language and tone to persuade the reader?
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Using Evidence to Support an Argument

Using evidence to support an argument is a crucial skill for advanced essay writing. Students must be able to
identify relevant evidence from the text, and use it to support their argument. This can include quotes, statistics,
and other forms of data. To use evidence effectively, students must be able to analyze the evidence, evaluate its
relevance and reliability, and integrate it into their argument in a clear and logical way.

Example: Using Quotes as Evidence
For example, in an essay on the theme of love in William Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet", a student might use
a quote from the play, such as "What's in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as

sweet", to support their argument about the nature of love. The student might analyze the quote, evaluating its
relevance and reliability, and integrate it into their argument in a clear and logical way.
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Essay Structure and Organization

A clear and logical structure is essential for advanced essay writing. Students must be able to organize their
ideas and paragraphs in a way that is easy to follow and understand. This can include using an introduction to
provide background information and a thesis statement, body paragraphs to provide evidence and analysis, and
a conclusion to summarize the main points and reiterate the thesis statement.

Case Study: Organizing an Essay

For example, a student might organize an essay on the theme of climate change by using an introduction to
provide background information and a thesis statement, body paragraphs to provide evidence and analysis, and
a conclusion to summarize the main points and reiterate the thesis statement. The student might consider
questions such as: What is the main argument of the essay? What evidence will be used to support this
argument? How will the essay be organized and structured?
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Style and Conventions

Style and conventions are important considerations for advanced essay writing. Students must be able to use a
range of stylistic devices, such as tone, voice, and point of view, to create a engaging and effective piece of
writing. They must also be able to use conventions, such as grammar, punctuation, and spelling, to
communicate their ideas clearly and accurately.

Example: Using Tone and Voice
For example, in an essay on the theme of social justice, a student might use a tone of urgency and a voice of
authority to persuade the reader of the importance of the issue. The student might consider questions such as:

What tone and voice will be used to convey the message? How will the language and tone be used to persuade
the reader?
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Conclusion

In conclusion, advanced essay writing requires a range of skills and techniques, including critical thinking and
analysis, using evidence to support an argument, and essay structure and organization. By practicing these
skills and techniques, students can develop the ability to write clear, effective, and engaging essays that
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of a subject.

Reflection
As students reflect on their learning, they might consider questions such as: What have | learned about

advanced essay writing? How can | apply these skills and techniques in my future writing? What areas do |
need to work on to improve my writing?
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