
Understanding the Historical Context of Japanese
American Internment during World War II

Introduction

Welcome to this lesson on Understanding the Historical Context of Japanese American Internment during
World War II. This lesson is designed to introduce 14-year-old students to the significant and complex topic
of Japanese American internment during World War II, focusing on the historical context, the experiences of
those interned, and the importance of understanding this period in American history.
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Lesson Objectives

The learning objectives for this lesson are:

To understand the historical context leading to the internment of Japanese Americans during World
War II
To analyze primary sources to identify themes and emotions expressed by those interned
To evaluate the ethical implications of the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II
To develop empathy and understanding of the personal experiences of those interned
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Historical Context

The historical context of Japanese American internment is complex and multifaceted, involving political,
social, and economic factors. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, fear and paranoia towards
Japanese Americans escalated, leading to the issuance of Executive Order 9066 by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, which authorized the relocation and internment of Japanese Americans living on the West Coast.
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Life in Internment Camps

The conditions in the internment camps were harsh, with inadequate housing, poor sanitation, and
insufficient food. Despite these challenges, interned Japanese Americans created vibrant communities,
establishing schools, newspapers, and cultural events to maintain their dignity and cultural identity.
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Analysis Activity

Distribute primary sources such as letters, diaries, or official documents related to the internment, and have
students work in groups to analyze these sources, identifying key themes and emotions expressed.
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Reflection and Discussion

Facilitate a class discussion based on the analyses from the previous activity, encouraging students to
reflect on the ethical implications of the internment and its relevance to contemporary society.
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Conclusion and Call to Action

Summarize the key points learned during the lesson, and issue a call to action, such as writing a reflective
essay or creating a project that explores the legacy of the internment and its importance in understanding
current social and political issues.
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Guided Practice

The guided practice section of this lesson plan is designed to engage 14-year-old students in interactive
and informative activities that deepen their understanding of the topic. Each activity is carefully structured
to provide scaffolding, ensuring that students receive the support they need to achieve the learning
objectives.
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Independent Practice

For independent practice, students will engage in differentiated activities designed to cater to various
learning levels and styles. Each activity includes clear instructions and success criteria to ensure students
understand what is expected of them.
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Subject Knowledge

Understanding the historical context of Japanese American internment during World War II requires a
comprehensive grasp of several fundamental concepts and their applications.
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Extended Knowledge

Understanding the historical context of Japanese American internment during World War II requires delving
into several key areas that provide depth and complexity to the narrative.
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Common Errors

When exploring the historical context of Japanese American internment during World War II, several
common misconceptions and errors can arise.
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Common FAQ

1. Q: Why were Japanese Americans interned during World War II?
A: Japanese Americans were interned following the issuance of Executive Order 9066, which was
justified by the government as a military necessity to protect against espionage and sabotage.
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Objectives

The learning objectives for this lesson are designed to ensure that 14-year-old students achieve a
comprehensive understanding of the topic, using Bloom's Taxonomy to guide the development of critical
thinking, analytical, and empathetic skills.
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Vocabulary

Understanding key terms is essential for grasping the complexities of the Japanese American internment
during World War II.
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Resources

To effectively teach the lesson on Understanding the Historical Context of Japanese American Internment
during World War II, the following resources are recommended.
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Prior Knowledge

To effectively understand the historical context of Japanese American internment during World War II,
students should possess certain prerequisite knowledge.



Understanding the Historical Context of Japanese
American Internment during World War II

Differentiation Strategies

To cater to the diverse learning needs of students, several differentiation approaches can be employed.
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Cross-Curricular Links

The study of Japanese American internment during World War II offers numerous opportunities for cross-
curricular links, enhancing the learning experience by connecting history to other subjects.
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Group Activities

The group activities for this lesson are designed to be engaging, interactive, and collaborative, allowing
students to delve deeper into the topic while developing essential teamwork and communication skills.
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Digital Integration

The integration of digital tools and technologies will enhance the learning experience, providing students
with interactive and engaging ways to explore the historical context of Japanese American internment
during World War II.
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Review

Review strategies are crucial for reinforcing learning, assessing understanding, and preparing students for
further study or assessment.
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Summative Assessment

The summative assessment for the lesson on Understanding the Historical Context of Japanese American
Internment during World War II is designed to evaluate students' comprehensive understanding of the topic.
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Formative Assessment

The formative assessment strategies for this lesson are designed to monitor student progress, provide
ongoing feedback, and identify areas where students may need additional support.
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Example Questions

To assess students' understanding and promote deeper learning, a variety of questions will be used across
different difficulty levels.
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Homework

For the topic of Understanding the Historical Context of Japanese American Internment during World War II,
homework assignments are designed to reinforce learning, encourage further exploration, and develop
critical thinking skills.



Understanding the Historical Context of Japanese
American Internment during World War II

Extension Activities

Extension activities for Understanding the Historical Context of Japanese American Internment during
World War II are designed to challenge students further and deepen their understanding of the topic.
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Parent Engagement

Parent engagement is crucial for reinforcing learning and fostering a deeper understanding of the historical
context of Japanese American internment.
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Safety Considerations

When teaching about the historical context of Japanese American internment during World War II, it is
essential to consider the emotional and psychological safety of the students.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding the historical context of Japanese American internment during World War II is
a crucial component of a comprehensive education, offering valuable lessons about the dangers of fear,
prejudice, and the erosion of civil liberties.
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Teaching Tips

1. Use Primary Sources: Incorporating primary sources such as diaries, letters, and photographs into the
lesson can provide students with a personal and tangible connection to the historical events.
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Key Takeaways

Understanding the historical context of Japanese American internment during World War II is crucial for 14-
year-old students, as it provides insights into the complexities of history, the importance of civil rights, and
the dangers of prejudice and fear.
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Reflection Questions

For teacher self-evaluation and to ensure the effectiveness of the lesson on the historical context of
Japanese American internment, consider the following reflection questions:
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Next Steps

Following the introductory lesson on the historical context of Japanese American internment during World
War II, several follow-up lessons can be planned to continue the learning progression.


