
Analyzing Prefixes and Suffixes to Decode Unfamiliar
Words

Introduction

This lesson plan is designed to help 13-year-old students develop a deeper understanding of prefixes and
suffixes, enabling them to decode unfamiliar words and expand their vocabulary. By incorporating a range
of engaging activities, including digital technologies, worksheets, and hands-on tasks, students will learn to
recognize and apply prefixes and suffixes in context.
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Lesson Objectives

1. Knowledge/Remembering: Students will be able to define and identify common prefixes and suffixes,
such as un-, re-, and -able, with 90% accuracy.

2. Comprehension/Understanding: Students will be able to explain how prefixes and suffixes can be
used to decode unfamiliar words, using examples such as "unhappy" and "rewind", with 85% accuracy.

3. Application/Applying: Students will be able to apply their knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to
decode unfamiliar words in a reading passage, with 80% accuracy.

4. Analysis/Analyzing: Students will be able to analyze the effect of prefixes and suffixes on the meaning
of words, using examples such as "happy" vs. "unhappy", with 80% accuracy.
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Lesson Introduction

The lesson will begin with a hook to grab students' attention, such as a word game or a puzzle that requires
the use of prefixes and suffixes to solve. This will be followed by a brief overview of the lesson objectives
and outcomes, highlighting the importance of understanding prefixes and suffixes in everyday reading and
writing.

To engage students further, the teacher will ask students to share examples of unfamiliar words they have
encountered in their reading, and how they went about decoding them. This will lead to a class discussion
on the challenges of decoding unfamiliar words and the role of prefixes and suffixes in facilitating this
process.
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Guided Practice

The guided practice section of the lesson will involve a range of teacher-led activities designed to help
students develop their understanding of prefixes and suffixes. The first activity, "Prefixes and Suffixes
Sorting," will involve the teacher providing students with a set of words and asking them to sort them into
categories based on their prefixes and suffixes.

The second activity, "Word Building," will involve the teacher providing students with a set of prefixes and
suffixes and asking them to build new words by combining them. The teacher will provide guidance and
support as needed, and will encourage students to use digital resources such as online word builders to
check their answers.
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Independent Practice

The independent practice section of the lesson will involve a range of activities designed to cater to
different learning styles and abilities. The beginner activity, "Prefixes and Suffixes Matching," will involve
students matching words with their correct prefixes and suffixes.

The intermediate activity, "Word Creation," will involve students creating their own words using prefixes and
suffixes. The teacher will provide instructions and success criteria, including the use of digital resources
such as online word builders to check answers.
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Differentiation Strategies

To cater to the diverse needs of mixed-ability groups, the following differentiation strategies will be
employed:

1. Learning Centers: Set up learning centers that focus on different aspects of prefixes and suffixes,
such as a center for matching prefixes and suffixes, a center for creating words using prefixes and
suffixes, and a center for reading comprehension.

2. Technology Integration: Utilize digital resources, such as online games, quizzes, and interactive
activities, to provide additional support and challenge for students.

3. Tiered Worksheets: Provide tiered worksheets that cater to different learning needs, such as
worksheets with simpler or more complex words, or worksheets that focus on specific prefixes or
suffixes.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the lesson on analyzing prefixes and suffixes to decode unfamiliar words is a crucial
component of language arts education for 13-year-old students. By incorporating differentiated activities
for mixed-ability groups, digital technologies, worksheets, and hands-on activities, teachers can provide
students with a comprehensive and engaging learning experience.

The key takeaways from this lesson are that prefixes and suffixes are morphemes that can be added to root
words to change their meaning or function, and that analyzing prefixes and suffixes can help students
decode unfamiliar words and expand their vocabulary. By mastering these skills, students will become more
confident readers and writers, able to tackle complex texts and express themselves more effectively.


