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Introduction

The topic of past contentious tense is a crucial aspect of the English language, enabling students to express
complex ideas and opinions in a clear and concise manner. This guide is designed to provide 14-year-old
students with a thorough understanding of the past contentious tense, its usage, and applications in everyday

life.




What is the Past Contentious Tense?

The past contentious tense is a verb tense used to express a strong opinion or disagreement in the past. It is

formed using the auxiliary verb "did" and the base form of the main verb, followed by the word "not" and the past
participle of the main verb.

Key Concepts:

e Auxiliary verb: a verb used to help form a verb tense.
e Base form: the basic form of a verb, without any endings or modifications.
e Past participle: the form of a verb used to describe an action that occurred in the past.




Formation and Rules

The past contentious tense is formed using the following rules:

1. Use the auxiliary verb "did" and the base form of the main verb.
2. Add the word "not" after the auxiliary verb.
3. Use the past participle of the main verb.

Practice Exercises:

1. Complete the following sentences using the correct form of the past contentious tense:
o | (not/think) that the movie was good.
o They (not/believe) that the story was true.




Here are some examples of the past contentious tense:

¢ | did not contend that the new policy was fair.
¢ She did not argue that the decision was correct.

Activity: Write a short paragraph using the past contentious tense to describe a situation where you had to

express a strong opinion.



Assessment

Complete the following quiz to assess your understanding of the past contentious tense:

1. What is the auxiliary verb used to form the past contentious tense?
2. What is the base form of the verb "think"?



Conclusion

In conclusion, the past contentious tense is a complex and nuanced aspect of the English language, and
mastering it is essential for effective communication. By practicing the exercises and activities in this guide,
students can develop a deep understanding of the past contentious tense and improve their overall language
skills.



Extension Activities

Choose one of the following extension activities to further develop your understanding of the past contentious

tense:

1. Research and write about a historical event or figure who used the past contentious tense to express their
opinions.
2. Create a debate or discussion on a current topic, using the past contentious tense to express your

opinions and arguments.

Research Task: Choose one of the above topics and conduct research to gather information and evidence.



Here is a list of key terms related to the past contentious tense:

e Past contentious tense: a verb tense used to express a strong opinion or disagreement in the past.
¢ Auxiliary verb: a verb used to help form a verb tense.
e Base form: the basic form of a verb, without any endings or modifications.



Here are the answers to the practice exercises and quiz:

1. 1 did not think that the movie was good.
2. They did not believe that the story was true.



