
Exploring Musical Oklahoma! Rodgers & Hammerstein:
Uncovering Themes and Contexts

Introduction to Oklahoma!

Read the following introduction to Oklahoma! and answer the questions that follow:

Welcome to this educational resource on the iconic musical Oklahoma! by Rodgers and Hammerstein.
This document is designed to delve into the themes and historical contexts of the musical, providing a
comprehensive understanding of its significance and enduring impact on musical theater.

1. What is the name of the musical composed by Rodgers and Hammerstein that premiered in 1943?
a) Oklahoma!
b) South Pacific
c) The Sound of Music
d) Carousel

Answer: a) Oklahoma!
2. Who are the main characters in Oklahoma!?

a) Curly McLain, Laurey Williams, Jud Fry
b) Rodgers, Hammerstein, Agnes de Mille
c) The Farmers, The Cowmen
d) Ado Annie, Ali Hakim

Answer: a) Curly McLain, Laurey Williams, Jud Fry
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Historical Context

Read the following historical context of Oklahoma! and answer the questions that follow:

Oklahoma! was created during World War II, a time of great social, political, and cultural change in the
United States. The musical's themes and production were influenced by the era's events and attitudes.

1. What was the historical context in which Oklahoma! was created?
a) Post-World War II America
b) During World War II
c) The Great Depression
d) The American Revolution

Answer: b) During World War II
2. How did the social, political, and cultural climate of the 1940s influence the musical's themes and

production?
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Themes in Oklahoma!

Read the following themes in Oklahoma! and answer the questions that follow:

The major themes in Oklahoma! include love, community, and the American Dream. These themes are
explored through the characters and their relationships, as well as the musical's historical context.

1. What are the major themes in Oklahoma!?
a) Love, Community, The American Dream
b) War, Peace, Freedom
c) Friendship, Family, Loyalty
d) Ambition, Greed, Power

Answer: a) Love, Community, The American Dream
2. Analyze the theme of love in Oklahoma!, using examples from the musical to support your argument.
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Character Analysis

Read the following character analysis and answer the questions that follow:

Curly McLain is the male lead in Oklahoma! and is a charming and confident cowboy. He is in love with
Laurey Williams and is determined to win her heart.

1. Describe the character of Curly McLain and his role in the musical.

2. How does the character of Jud Fry contribute to the themes of Oklahoma!?
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Musical Elements

Read the following musical elements and answer the questions that follow:

The musical numbers in Oklahoma! are significant to the story and themes. "Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin'"
and "People Will Say We're in Love" are two examples of iconic songs from the musical.

1. What is the significance of the musical numbers in Oklahoma!, such as "Oh, What a Beautiful
Mornin'" and "People Will Say We're in Love"?

2. How does the choreography in Oklahoma! contribute to the storytelling and thematic expression?
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Impact on Musical Theater

Read the following impact on musical theater and answer the questions that follow:

Oklahoma! had a significant impact on the development of musical theater. It set a new standard for
musical theater, integrating music, dance, and drama.

1. What was the impact of Oklahoma! on the development of musical theater?
a) It introduced the concept of musical theater
b) It popularized the use of dance in musicals
c) It set a new standard for musical theater, integrating music, dance, and drama
d) It marked the end of the musical theater era

Answer: c) It set a new standard for musical theater, integrating music, dance, and drama
2. How has Oklahoma! influenced subsequent musicals and the musical theater genre as a whole?
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Creative Project

Create a short script or song inspired by the themes and characters of Oklahoma!. Consider how you can
reinterpret the musical's elements for a contemporary audience.

[Space for creative work]
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Group Discussion

Discuss the following questions in small groups:

1. How does Oklahoma! reflect the societal values of its time, and what commentary does it offer on
these values?

2. What are the implications of the musical's portrayal of community and the American Dream for
contemporary audiences?
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Reflective Journaling

Reflect on your learning throughout this resource. What insights have you gained into the themes and
contexts of Oklahoma!? How has your understanding of the musical's significance and impact on musical
theater evolved?

Individual Reflection:

1. What was the most surprising thing you learned about Oklahoma!?

2. How will this learning change your actions in the future?

3. What questions do you still have about Oklahoma!?
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Conclusion

In conclusion, Oklahoma! by Rodgers and Hammerstein is a seminal work in American musical theater,
offering a rich exploration of themes and contexts that continue to resonate with audiences today. Through
this resource, you have gained a deeper understanding of the musical's historical context, themes, and impact
on the genre. Remember that musical theater has the power to reflect and shape societal attitudes, and
Oklahoma! is a testament to this enduring legacy.
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Advanced Concepts

As we delve deeper into the world of Oklahoma!, it's essential to explore the advanced concepts that make this musical a
masterpiece. One of the key elements is the use of motifs, which are recurring themes or ideas that are woven throughout the story.
For example, the motif of the American Dream is a powerful thread that runs throughout the musical, symbolizing the hopes and
aspirations of the characters.

Case Study: The Use of Motifs in Oklahoma!

Let's take a closer look at how the motif of the American Dream is used in Oklahoma!. We can see how the characters of Curly and
Laurey embody this motif, as they strive to build a better life for themselves. The song "Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin'" is a great
example of this, as Curly sings about the possibilities and promise of a new day. This motif is also reflected in the character of Jud,
who represents the darker side of the American Dream and the dangers of unchecked ambition.

Critical Analysis

A critical analysis of Oklahoma! reveals a complex and multifaceted work that offers insights into the human condition. One of the
key areas of critical analysis is the portrayal of gender roles and relationships. The musical presents a nuanced exploration of the
relationships between men and women, highlighting the social norms and expectations of the time. The character of Ado Annie, for
example, is a great example of how women were expected to conform to certain roles and behaviors.

Example: The Portrayal of Ado Annie

Ado Annie is a fascinating character who embodies the contradictions of the female experience in Oklahoma!. On the one hand, she
is a strong-willed and independent woman who is determined to make her own way in the world. On the other hand, she is also
constrained by the social norms and expectations of the time, which limit her choices and opportunities. This tension between
independence and conformity is a powerful theme that runs throughout the musical.

Historical Context

To fully appreciate the significance of Oklahoma!, it's essential to understand the historical context in which it was written. The
musical premiered in 1943, during the height of World War II. This was a time of great social and cultural change, as America was
mobilizing for war and the country was experiencing a period of unprecedented upheaval. The musical reflects this context, with its
themes of community, patriotism, and the American Dream.

Timeline: The Historical Context of Oklahoma!

Here is a brief timeline of the historical context of Oklahoma!:

1941: The United States enters World War II after the attack on Pearl Harbor
1942: The war effort is in full swing, with rationing, mobilization, and propaganda campaigns
1943: Oklahoma! premieres on Broadway, offering a message of hope and optimism during a time of uncertainty

Cultural Significance

Oklahoma! has had a profound impact on American culture, reflecting and shaping societal attitudes and values. The musical has
been revived numerous times, and its themes and characters continue to resonate with audiences today. The musical's influence can
be seen in many other works of art, from film and television to literature and music.

Cultural Analysis: The Impact of Oklahoma! on American Culture

Oklahoma! has been a cultural touchstone for over 75 years, offering a powerful exploration of the American experience. The
musical's themes of community, patriotism, and the American Dream continue to resonate with audiences today, reflecting and
shaping societal attitudes and values. The musical's influence can be seen in many other works of art, from the film "The Music Man"
to the television show "The Simpsons".

Educational Applications

Oklahoma! offers a wealth of educational applications, from history and social studies to music and drama. The musical can be used
to teach a range of skills and subjects, from critical thinking and analysis to creativity and performance. The musical's themes and
characters can be used to explore complex issues and ideas, such as community, identity, and social justice.

Lesson Plan: Using Oklahoma! to Teach History and Social Studies

Here is a sample lesson plan for using Oklahoma! to teach history and social studies:

Objective: To understand the historical context of Oklahoma! and its significance in American history
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Materials: Copy of the musical, historical texts and images, whiteboard and markers
Procedure: Introduce the musical and its historical context, using historical texts and images to provide background
information. Have students analyze the musical's themes and characters, using critical thinking and analysis skills to explore
complex issues and ideas.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Oklahoma! is a rich and complex musical that offers a wealth of insights into the human experience. From its advanced
concepts and critical analysis to its historical context and cultural significance, the musical is a powerful exploration of the American
Dream and its significance in American culture. As we continue to explore and learn from this musical, we can gain a deeper
understanding of ourselves and our place in the world.

Final Thoughts: The Enduring Legacy of Oklahoma!

As we close this exploration of Oklahoma!, we are left with a sense of awe and wonder at the musical's enduring legacy. From its
iconic songs and characters to its powerful themes and messages, Oklahoma! continues to captivate audiences and inspire new
generations of artists and performers. As we look to the future, we can learn from the musical's example, using its themes and
characters to build a better world for ourselves and for others.
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