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Introduction to Word Building

Word building is a fundamental concept in literacy development, referring to the ability to construct words
from individual sounds or phonemes. Emerging readers need to understand that words are composed of
sounds and that changing one sound can result in a new word.

Activity 1: Word Building with Magnetic Letters

Provide students with magnetic letters and a word card with a missing letter. Ask students to fill in the
missing letter to build a simple word. Example: Build the word "cat" using magnetic letters.
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Rhyming Games
Rhyming is another critical concept in literacy development, referring to the repetition of similar sounds in two

or more words. Rhyming helps emerging readers develop phonological awareness, recognize word families,
and build vocabulary.

Activity 2: Rhyming Bingo

Create bingo cards with pictures or words that rhyme. Call out a word, and ask students to mark the
corresponding picture or word on their card. Example: Create a bingo card with pictures of a cat and a hat.
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Word Families

Word families are groups of words that have the same ending sound. Introducing word families helps
students understand the pattern of word building and how changing one sound can create a new word.

Activity 3: Word Family Sorting

Provide students with word cards that belong to a specific word family (e.g., -at, -an, -in). Ask students to sort
the words into their corresponding families. Example: Sort the words "cat," "hat," and "mat" into the -at family.
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Phonological Awareness

Phonological awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate sounds in words. This skill is developed through
activities that involve identifying beginning sounds, ending sounds, and rhyming sounds.

Activity 4: Sound Sorting

Provide students with word cards and ask them to sort the words by their beginning sound. Example: Sort the
words "cat," "dog," and "sun" by their beginning sound.
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Vocabulary Development

Vocabulary development is a key aspect of the lesson, as emerging readers need to expand their vocabulary
to become proficient readers. The lesson introduces new vocabulary through rhyming stories, word building
activities, and rhyming games.

Activity 5: Vocabulary Building

Read a rhyming story to the class, and ask students to identify new vocabulary words. Example: Read the
story "The Cat in the Hat" by Dr. Seuss and ask students to identify the word "hat."
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Activities for Mixed-Ability Groups

To cater to different learning styles and abilities, the following activities can be modified or extended:

e For students who need extra support: Provide pre-made word cards with missing letters or use

visual aids to support understanding.
e For more advanced students: Challenge them to build more complex words or create their own

word families.
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Assessment and Evaluation

Assess student understanding through observation, quizzes, and writing samples. Evaluate student progress
and adjust instruction accordingly.

Conclusion

The lesson on word building and rhyming games for emerging readers is a fun and interactive way to
introduce foundational literacy skills. By incorporating differentiated activities for mixed-ability groups, all
students can participate and learn at their own pace.
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Additional Activities

Create a word building obstacle course using magnetic letters or word blocks. Have students create their
own rhyming stories or poems. Play rhyming games, such as "l Spy" or "Rhyming Charades."
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