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Creating a Woodland Diorama: Exploring Nature and Creativity
with 7-Year-Olds

Introduction to Woodland Dioramas

Welcome to our woodland diorama project! In this activity, you will learn about the natural world,
develop your fine motor skills, and express your creativity. You will create a three-dimensional model
of a woodland scene using natural materials and recycled objects.

A diorama is a three-dimensional model of a scene or environment. It can be a miniature
representation of a real or imaginary place. In this project, you will create a diorama of a woodland
scene, complete with trees, animals, and a forest floor.



Design Your Diorama

ﬁaat\/l\/"éaéiMlJarte(eg“a)/lgur woodland diorama. Think about what you want to include in your diorama,
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materials can be used to create a realistic and authentic diorama.
Design Requirements:

Go on a nature walk and collect natural materials, such as leaves, twigs, and rocks. Sort and
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¢ Include at least two animals

 Include a forest floor with leaves, twigs, and other natural materials

Reflection: What natural materials did you collect? How do you think you can use them in your
diorama?

Recycled Objects
Recycled objects are things that have been used before and can be used again. These objects can
be used to create unique and creative elements in your diorama.

Recycled Object Ideas:

e Cardboard tubes
o Paper towel rolls
o Fabric scraps



Creating Your Diorama

Now it's time to create your diorama! Use the natural materials and recycled objects you collected to
bring your design to life.

Use glue, scissors, and other craft materials to build your diorama. Add details, such as trees,
animals, and a forest floor. Take a picture of your finished diorama.

Reflection: What did you learn about the natural world during this project? How did you use
your creativity to design and build your diorama?

Woodland Animals

Woodland animals are animals that live in the forest, such as deer, rabbits, and birds. You can
include these animals in your diorama to make it more interesting.

Woodland Animal Research:
+ Research different types of woodland animals

o Write a short report about your favorite woodland animal
e Draw a picture of your animal



Ecosystems and Habitats

An ecosystem is a community of living and non-living things that interact with each other in a specific
environment. A habitat is the natural environment in which an animal or plant lives. In this section, we will
explore the different types of ecosystems and habitats found in the woodland.

Example: Forest Floor Ecosystem

The forest floor is home to a diverse range of plants and animals. The trees provide shade, shelter, and food for
the animals, while the animals help to disperse seeds and nutrients. The forest floor is also home to a variety of
microorganisms, such as fungi and bacteria, that help to break down organic matter.

Activity: Create a Food Web

» Research the different plants and animals that live in the woodland
o Create a food web to show the relationships between the different species
o Write a short report on the importance of food webs in ecosystems



Conservation and Sustainability

Conservation is the practice of protecting and preserving the natural world. Sustainability is the ability to
maintain or support a process without depleting natural resources. In this section, we will explore the importance
of conservation and sustainability in the woodland ecosystem.

Case Study: Reforestation Efforts

A local organization has launched a reforestation effort to plant new trees in a damaged area of the woodland.
The organization is working with local schools and community groups to educate people about the importance of
conservation and sustainability. The goal is to restore the damaged area and create a thriving ecosystem.

Reflection: What can you do to help conserve and sustain the woodland ecosystem? How can you make
a positive impact on the environment?



Woodland Management

Woodland management is the practice of caring for and maintaining the woodland ecosystem. This includes
activities such as planting new trees, removing invasive species, and maintaining trails. In this section, we will
explore the different techniques used in woodland management.

Example: Trail Maintenance

Trail maintenance is an important part of woodland management. This includes activities such as clearing
debris, repairing bridges, and marking trails. By maintaining the trails, we can ensure that the woodland remains
accessible and safe for visitors.

Activity: Create a Woodland Management Plan

» Research the different techniques used in woodland management
o Create a plan for managing a small area of the woodland
o Write a short report on the importance of woodland management



Woodland Crafts and Skills

The woodland has been a source of inspiration for crafts and skills for centuries. From woodcarving to basket
weaving, the woodland provides a wealth of materials and opportunities for creative expression. In this section,
we will explore some of the traditional crafts and skills associated with the woodland.

Case Study: Woodcarving

Woodcarving is the art of carving and shaping wood to create decorative or functional items. A local woodcarver
has been creating intricate wooden sculptures using wood from the woodland. The woodcarver uses traditional
techniques and tools to create unique and beautiful pieces.

Reflection: What crafts or skills would you like to learn more about? How can you use the woodland as a
source of inspiration for creative expression?



Woodland Safety and Awareness

The woodland can be a safe and enjoyable place to visit, but it's essential to be aware of the potential hazards
and take necessary precautions. In this section, we will explore some of the safety considerations and
awareness tips for visiting the woodland.

Example: Safety Guidelines

When visiting the woodland, it's essential to follow safety guidelines such as staying on marked trails, avoiding
wild animals, and being aware of weather conditions. By following these guidelines, you can minimize the risks
and have a safe and enjoyable experience.

Activity: Create a Safety Plan

¢ Research the potential hazards in the woodland
o Create a safety plan for a visit to the woodland
o Write a short report on the importance of safety awareness in the woodland



Conclusion and Next Steps

In this document, we have explored the wonders of the woodland ecosystem and the importance of
conservation, sustainability, and safety awareness. We have also learned about the different crafts and skills
associated with the woodland and how to create a woodland management plan.

Reflection: What have you learned about the woodland ecosystem? How can you apply this knowledge in
your daily life and make a positive impact on the environment?

Next Steps: Continue to learn about the woodland ecosystem and its importance. Share your knowledge with
others and get involved in conservation efforts. Remember to always follow safety guidelines and be aware of
your impact on the environment.
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Welcome to our woodland diorama project! In this activity, you will learn about the natural world,
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Design Your Diorama

Draw a picture of your woodland diorama. Think about what you want to include in your diorama,
such as trees, animals, and a forest floor. Write a short paragraph describing your design.

Design Requirements:

¢ Include at least three trees
¢ Include at least two animals
 Include a forest floor with leaves, twigs, and other natural materials



Natural Materials
Natural materials are things that come from nature, such as leaves, twigs, and rocks. These
materials can be used to create a realistic and authentic diorama.

Go on a nature walk and collect natural materials, such as leaves, twigs, and rocks. Sort and
categorize your materials. Write a list of the materials you collected.

Reflection: What natural materials did you collect? How do you think you can use them in your
diorama?
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be used to create unique and creative elements in your diorama.
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your creativity to design and build your diorama?
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