
Introduction to Narrative Writing using The Heart and the
Bottle

Introduction

Welcome to the Introduction to Narrative Writing using The Heart and the Bottle lesson plan. This lesson is
designed for 11-year-old students and aims to introduce them to the basics of narrative writing using the
poignant and thought-provoking story "The Heart and the Bottle" by Oliver Jeffers.

Lesson Objectives

Lesson Objectives:

Students will be able to recall and identify the basic elements of a narrative, including character,
setting, plot, and theme.
Students will be able to explain how the author uses descriptive language to convey emotions and
themes in "The Heart and the Bottle".
Students will be able to apply narrative writing techniques, such as character development and
descriptive language, to create their own short story inspired by "The Heart and the Bottle".
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Materials

Materials:

Copy of "The Heart and the Bottle" by Oliver Jeffers
Graphic organizers
Writing paper and pencils
Markers and colored pencils
Digital tool: Storyboard software (optional)

Lesson Plan

Introduction (10 minutes)

Introduce the story "The Heart and the Bottle" and ask students if they have ever experienced a
moment of profound loss or change.
Read the story aloud, stopping at pivotal moments to ask questions and encourage discussion.
Discuss the importance of narrative writing as a tool for self-expression and communication.

Understanding Narrative Structure (15 minutes)

Explain the basic elements of a story, including characters, setting, plot, and theme, using examples
from "The Heart and the Bottle".
Provide students with a graphic organizer to identify and record these elements in the story.
Have students work in pairs to complete the graphic organizer.
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Character Development

Character Development:

Lead a class discussion on the main character in "The Heart and the Bottle", exploring her motivations,
feelings, and actions throughout the story.
Have students analyze how the character's actions, dialogue, and interactions with other characters
reveal her personality, emotions, and motivations.

Descriptive Language

Descriptive Language:

Use vivid descriptions from "The Heart and the Bottle" to demonstrate how descriptive language can
be used to paint pictures in the reader's mind.
Have students write a descriptive paragraph about a place or object that holds special meaning to
them, encouraging them to use sensory details to bring their writing to life.
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Guided Writing Practice

Guided Writing Practice:

Have students write a short narrative inspired by "The Heart and the Bottle", focusing on a moment of
loss or change in their own life or imagining a scenario for a character.
Circulate around the room, offering guidance and support as needed, and encouraging students to use
the narrative techniques discussed during the lesson.

Conclusion

Conclusion:

Have students share their writings with a partner or the class, highlighting their use of narrative
structure, character development, and descriptive language.
Reflect on what was learned and how these skills can be applied in future writing endeavors.
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Differentiated Activities

For Beginner Students:

Provide a simplified graphic organizer to
help structure their thoughts.
Offer one-on-one support during the writing
activities.

For Intermediate Students:

Encourage them to write from a different
character's perspective.
Provide additional writing prompts to
challenge their creativity.

For Advanced Students:

Ask them to write a script for a short film based on "The Heart and the Bottle".
Encourage them to experiment with more complex narrative techniques, such as non-linear
storytelling.
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Assessment

Assessment:

Observe student participation during the lesson.
Review student graphic organizers and written work for understanding of narrative structure and
character development.
Evaluate student writing samples for application of descriptive language and narrative techniques.

Conclusion

Conclusion: In conclusion, this lesson plan introduces 11-year-old students to the basics of narrative writing
using the poignant and thought-provoking story "The Heart and the Bottle" by Oliver Jeffers. Through a
combination of reading, discussion, and creative writing activities, students learn to craft compelling
narratives that capture the essence of the human experience.
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Final Thoughts

By following this lesson plan, teachers can provide students with a foundational understanding of narrative
structure, character development, and descriptive language, setting them on the path to becoming skilled
narrative writers. The lesson's emphasis on creativity, self-expression, and empathy also promotes a deeper
understanding of the human experience, fostering a more compassionate and thoughtful approach to
writing and interpersonal relationships.

Reflection

Reflection:

What challenges did you anticipate, and how did you address them?
Which students might need extra support, and how can you provide it?
What backup plans should you have ready, and how can you implement them?
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