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Introduction to Etymology

What is Etymology?

Etymology is the study of the origins of words and how their meanings have changed over time.
Understanding etymology can help you decipher unfamiliar words, appreciate the complexity of the English
language, and enhance your vocabulary.

Questions:

1. What is etymology?

2. Why is etymology important in understanding word meanings?



Word Origin Analysis

Choose 5 Words:

Select 5 words from the list below and research their origins:

Vacation
Quarantine
Sandwich
Robot
Chocolate

Create a Table:

Word Origin Description of Evolution

Vacation
From Latin "vacare," meaning "to
empty"

Originally referred to a period of time when a place was empty
or free from work



Applying Knowledge

Decode Unfamiliar Words:

Use your understanding of word origins to decode the following unfamiliar words:

Phantasmagoric
Cacophony
Ephemeral



Word Origin Museum

Create a Visual Project:

Choose a word and create a visual project (e.g., poster, infographic, or comic strip) that illustrates its origin
and evolution. Include the following elements:

The word and its definition
The origin of the word
A brief description of its evolution
Images or illustrations to support the information



Etymology Scavenger Hunt

Find 5 Words:

Find 5 words in your daily life (e.g., in books, articles, or conversations) and research their origins. Create a
list with the word, its origin, and a brief description of its evolution.



Reflection

Write a Reflection:

Write a short reflection (approx. 100-150 words) on what you learned about word origins and how it has
helped you understand vocabulary better.



Success Criteria

To successfully complete this assignment, ensure that you:

Provide accurate information about the origins of the chosen words
Demonstrate an understanding of etymology and its significance in understanding word meanings
Apply knowledge of word origins to decode unfamiliar vocabulary
Complete the reflection and provide thoughtful insights into what you learned



Time Management Guidelines

Time Management:

To complete this assignment within the estimated time frame (30-40 minutes), allocate your time as
follows:

Introduction and reading (5 minutes)
Word analysis and research (15 minutes)
Applying knowledge and reflection (10 minutes)
Extension activities (optional, 10-15 minutes)



Self-Assessment Opportunities

Self-Assessment:

Throughout the assignment, take time to reflect on your learning and assess your understanding of
etymology and word origins. Ask yourself:

What did I learn about etymology and its significance in understanding word meanings?
How can I apply my knowledge of word origins to decode unfamiliar vocabulary?
What challenges did I face, and how can I improve my understanding of etymology?



Additional Resources

Additional Resources:

Dictionary or online resources for researching word origins
Paper and pencil for creating tables and writing reflections
Optional: materials for creating visual projects (e.g., poster, infographic, or comic strip)


