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Teaching Script: Understanding Poverty Through Community Art

Topic: Poverty Awareness Through Arts Integration

Grade Level: 9th-12th Grade

Duration: 90 minutes

Prior Knowledge Required: Basic understanding of social issues, art fundamentals
Key Vocabulary: Poverty, social inequality, community engagement, participatory art
Learning Objectives:

Analyze the multidimensional nature of poverty through artistic expression

Develop empathy through personal narrative creation

Create collaborative art that reflects community experiences

Connect personal stories to broader social structures

v/ Large format paper

v/ Art supplies (various)

v/ Digital recording devices
v/ Historical archives

v Reflection journals

v/ Community maps

v/ Statistical data sheets

Opening Phase (15 minutes)

0-5 minutes

"Today we're going to explore how art can help us understand and address poverty in our community.
We'll begin by examining our own experiences and perspectives."

Create a safe space for sharing by establishing ground rules:

» Respect all experiences shared
¢ Maintain confidentiality
o Listen actively without judgment

5-10 minutes



"Take out your journals. We'll start with a quick writing exercise about your earliest memory of

understanding economic differences.”

Facilitation Notes:

¢ Monitor student comfort levels
¢ Provide alternative prompts if needed
¢ Model appropriate sharing

10-15 minutes

"Now, let's create a word wall of emotions and experiences related to economic inequality.”

Personal Lens Exploration (25 minutes)

15-20 minutes

"We're going to create personal timelines that reflect economic experiences in our lives or our families’

lives."

Timeline Creation Guidelines:

¢ Use symbols and images rather than just words
¢ Include both challenges and triumphs
o Consider generational patterns

20-30 minutes
Guide students through collaborative art creation:

1. Form small groups (3-4 students)
2. Share individual timelines

3. Identify common themes

4. Begin collective artwork

Differentiation Strategies:

¢ Provide visual templates for timeline creation
o Offer multiple artistic mediums

¢ Allow for written or verbal expression

o Create flexible grouping options



Community Mapping Phase (25 minutes)

30-40 minutes
"Let's expand our perspective by mapping economic realities in our community.”

Facilitate community mapping activity:

1. Display large community map
2. Mark resources and challenges
3. Identify patterns and gaps

4. Discuss potential interventions

Discussion Prompts:

¢ Where do we see economic disparities?
* What resources exist to address poverty?
o How can art highlight these issues?

40-55 minutes
"Now, let's transform our community map into an artistic representation of both challenges and hopes."

Advanced Concepts:

o Systemic causes of poverty
 International poverty comparisons
e Economic policy impacts

Theoretical Integration (15 minutes)

55-70 minutes

"Let's connect our artistic expressions to broader social theories and data.”

Key Concepts to Address:

Structural inequality

Economic mobility

Social safety nets

Community resilience

Common Misconceptions to Address:

« Individual vs. systemic causes of poverty
e Economic opportunity myths
» Effectiveness of various interventions



Artistic Expression Phase (20 minutes)

70-90 minutes
"We'll now transform our understanding into collaborative art pieces that tell our community's story."

Group Project Guidelines:
o Create mixed-media installations
¢ Incorporate community data

¢ Include personal narratives
¢ Add symbolic elements

Project Evaluation Metrics:

Depth of social analysis

Creative expression
Collaborative effort

Community engagement

Case Studies in Community Art

Case Study 1: The Philadelphia Mural Arts Program

Examine how this program transformed neighborhoods while addressing poverty:

e Created 3,600 murals
o Employed local artists
e Reduced vandalism by 90%
e Built community pride

Case Study 2: Detroit's Heidelberg Project

Analysis of urban art's role in economic revitalization:

Transformed abandoned houses

Generated tourism

Created job opportunities

Sparked community dialogue



Integration Strategies

Cross-Curricular Connections

Mathematics:

 Statistical analysis of poverty data
e Economic modeling
» Budget calculations

Social Studies:

 Historical context of inequality
e Policy analysis
o Geographic distribution of resources

Language Arts:

» Narrative writing
e Poetry integration
e Documentary creation

Assessment Framework

Formative Assessment Tools

Visual Analysis:

o Artwork interpretation rubrics
e Symbol identification
e Technical skill evaluation

Written Reflection:

e Process journals
o Artist statements
¢ Research documentation

Summative Assessment Criteria

Understanding (30%):

e Depth of social analysis
e Connection to theory
e Research integration

Creativity (30%):



 Original expression

¢ Technical execution

¢ Innovation in approach
Impact (40%):

o Community engagement
e Social awareness

e Call to action



Extension Activities

Community Engagement Projects

Public Exhibition:

o Gallery night planning
o Community feedback sessions
» Media engagement

Documentary Creation:

e Interview techniques
o Story boarding
 Digital editing

Action Research:

e Data collection methods
e Community surveys

e Policy recommendations

Advanced Research Topics

Economic Systems:

o Wealth distribution patterns
o Economic mobility factors
e Policy impacts

Social Impact:

» Generational poverty
o Educational access
e Healthcare disparities

Resource Library

Digital Tools

Visualization Software:

o Data mapping tools
« Digital art platforms
e Presentation software

Research Databases:



e Economic indicators
¢ Social science archives
¢ Art history resources



Closing Reflection (10 minutes)

80-90 minutes
"As we conclude, let's reflect on how art has helped us understand poverty differently.”

Final Reflection Questions:

» How has artistic expression deepened your understanding of poverty?
+ What new perspectives have you gained from this exercise?
* How might we use art to create change in our community?

Success Criteria:

Thoughtful participation in artistic creation

Demonstrated understanding of poverty's complexity

Meaningful contribution to group discussion

Connection of personal experience to broader themes

Extended Learning:

Create a personal art piece that represents one aspect of economic inequality you'd like to change in
your community. Bring this to our next class for a gallery walk discussion.
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