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Creating Character Profiles and Backstories with Visual Aids for
English Language Learners

Introduction

Welcome to this comprehensive lesson plan on creating character profiles and backstories with visual aids
for English Language Learners (ELLs). This lesson is designed to help ELLs develop their creative writing
skills, improve their reading comprehension, and enhance their understanding of literary texts. By
incorporating ELL/ESL support strategies, teachers can ensure that all students can participate and succeed
in this engaging and interactive lesson.

Lesson Objectives

Students will be able to create a character profile and backstory using visual aids.
Students will be able to analyze and understand the key elements of a character profile and backstory.
Students will be able to use visual aids to support their writing and creativity.

Students will be able to practice their language skills, including reading, writing, listening, and speaking.
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ELL/ESL Support Strategies

To support ELLs, the following strategies will be incorporated into the lesson:

Visual aids: diagrams, charts, pictures, and other visual elements will be used to illustrate key concepts and
support student understanding.

Graphic organizers: students will use graphic organizers to structure their thoughts and ideas, and to create a
clear and concise character profile and backstory.

Scaffolding: the teacher will provide temporary support and guidance to help students complete tasks and
achieve learning objectives.

Sentence frames: students will use sentence frames to support their writing and provide a structure for their
ideas.

Collaborative learning: students will work in pairs or small groups to complete tasks and share their ideas and
creativity.

Lesson Plan Overview

The lesson will be divided into six sections, each with a specific objective and activity.

Section 1: Introduction and Hook (5 minutes)
Section 2: Direct Instruction (10 minutes)
Section 3: Guided Practice (15 minutes)
Section 4: Independent Practice (15 minutes)
Section 5: Closure and Assessment (5 minutes)

Section 6: Conclusion and Extension (5 minutes)
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Section 1: Introduction and Hook (5 minutes)

The teacher will introduce the topic of character profiles and backstories, and ask students to describe their
favorite character and what makes them unique.

The teacher will use visual aids to illustrate the concept of character profiles and backstories, and provide
examples from popular books or movies.

The teacher will ask students to share their prior knowledge and experiences with character development,
and to set learning goals for the lesson.

Section 2: Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

The teacher will provide direct instruction on the key elements of a character profile and backstory, using
visual aids and examples to illustrate each point.

The teacher will explain the importance of physical description, personality traits, background, and
motivations in creating a well-rounded character.

The teacher will provide opportunities for students to ask questions and seek help when needed.
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Section 3: Guided Practice (15 minutes)

The teacher will provide students with a graphic organizer to help them create a character profile and
backstory.

The teacher will model how to complete the graphic organizer, using a popular book or movie character as an
example.

Students will work in pairs to complete the graphic organizer, with the teacher providing guidance and
feedback as needed.

Section 4: Independent Practice (15 minutes)

The teacher will provide students with a prompt to create their own character profile and backstory, using the
graphic organizer as a guide.

Students will work independently to create their character profile and backstory, using visual aids and graphic
organizers to support their writing and creativity.

The teacher will provide opportunities for students to share their work with a partner or the class, and to
receive feedback and guidance.
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Section 5: Closure and Assessment (5 minutes)

The teacher will review the key elements of character profiles and backstories, and ask students to reflect on
what they have learned.

The teacher will collect the graphic organizers and provide feedback on students' understanding of the topic.

The teacher will ask students to set goals for future lessons, and to provide feedback on the lesson's
effectiveness.

Section 6: Conclusion and Extension (5 minutes)

The teacher will summarize the key points of the lesson, and ask students to share one thing they learned.

The teacher will provide opportunities for students to extend their learning, such as creating a character
sketch or writing a short story using their character profile and backstory.

The teacher will provide feedback and guidance, and ask students to reflect on their learning and set goals
for future lessons.
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Assessment

Students will be assessed on their ability to create a character profile and backstory using visual aids.
Students will be assessed on their understanding of the key elements of a character profile and backstory.
Students will be assessed on their ability to use visual aids to support their writing and creativity.

Students will be assessed on their language skills, including reading, writing, listening, and speaking.

Extension Activities

Create a character sketch or drawing to illustrate the character's physical description and background.
Write a short story or script using the character profile and backstory as a guide.
Create a character diary or journal to explore the character's thoughts and feelings.

Conduct a character interview to gather more information about the character's background and motivations.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, creating character profiles and backstories with visual aids is a valuable and engaging activity
for English Language Learners.

By incorporating ELL/ESL support strategies, teachers can ensure that all students can participate and
succeed in this lesson.

The use of visual aids, graphic organizers, and collaborative learning activities makes this lesson accessible
and engaging for ELLs, while the incorporation of ELL/ESL support strategies ensures that all students can
achieve the learning objectives.

Reflection Questions

What strategies were most effective in supporting English Language Learners?
How did the use of visual aids impact student engagement and understanding?

What opportunities can be provided for students to apply their knowledge of character profiles and
backstories in future lessons?

How can teachers assess student learning and understanding in a comprehensive and accurate manner?



Teaching Strategies for ELLs

When teaching English Language Learners, it is essential to incorporate strategies that support their language
development and academic success. Some effective strategies include scaffolding, visual aids, graphic
organizers, and collaborative learning. Scaffolding involves providing temporary support and guidance to help
students complete tasks and achieve learning objectives. Visual aids, such as diagrams, charts, and pictures,
can help students understand complex concepts and vocabulary. Graphic organizers can help students structure
their thoughts and ideas, and collaborative learning can provide opportunities for students to practice their
language skills and learn from their peers.

Example: Scaffolding for ELLs

For example, when teaching a lesson on character profiles and backstories, the teacher can provide a graphic
organizer with sentence frames to help students structure their thoughts and ideas. The teacher can also
provide visual aids, such as diagrams and charts, to illustrate key concepts and vocabulary. As students work on
the activity, the teacher can provide scaffolding by circulating around the room, answering questions, and
providing feedback and guidance.

Assessment and Feedback

Assessment and feedback are crucial components of teaching and learning. When assessing ELLs, it is
essential to use a variety of methods, including formative, summative, and self-assessment. Formative
assessment involves ongoing evaluation and feedback during the learning process, while summative
assessment involves evaluating student learning at the end of a lesson or unit. Self-assessment involves
students reflecting on their own learning and setting goals for future lessons. Feedback should be timely,
specific, and constructive, and should provide students with opportunities to improve their learning.

Case Study: Assessment and Feedback

For example, a teacher can use a rubric to assess student learning and provide feedback on their character
profiles and backstories. The rubric can include criteria such as content, organization, language use, and overall
quality. The teacher can provide feedback on each criterion, highlighting strengths and areas for improvement.
Students can also reflect on their own learning and set goals for future lessons, using self-assessment
strategies such as self-reflection and peer review.

Technology Integration

Technology can be a powerful tool for teaching and learning, especially for ELLs. Digital tools, such as graphic
organizers, multimedia presentations, and online resources, can provide students with interactive and engaging
learning experiences. Teachers can use technology to provide scaffolding, visual aids, and feedback, and to
facilitate collaborative learning and communication. Online resources, such as language learning apps and
websites, can provide students with additional support and practice outside of the classroom.

Example: Technology Integration

For example, a teacher can use a digital graphic organizer to help students create character profiles and
backstories. The teacher can also use multimedia presentations to illustrate key concepts and vocabulary, and
to provide visual aids and scaffolding. Online resources, such as language learning apps and websites, can
provide students with additional support and practice outside of the classroom. Teachers can also use online
tools, such as discussion boards and wikis, to facilitate collaborative learning and communication.

Conclusion

In conclusion, teaching English Language Learners requires a range of strategies and techniques to support
their language development and academic success. By incorporating scaffolding, visual aids, graphic
organizers, and collaborative learning, teachers can provide ELLs with the support they need to succeed.
Assessment and feedback are also crucial components of teaching and learning, and should be used to
evaluate student learning and provide opportunities for improvement. Technology can be a powerful tool for
teaching and learning, especially for ELLs, and can provide students with interactive and engaging learning
experiences.



Case Study: Conclusion

For example, a teacher can use a combination of strategies, including scaffolding, visual aids, and technology
integration, to support ELLs in a lesson on character profiles and backstories. The teacher can provide feedback
and assessment, using a rubric and self-assessment strategies, to evaluate student learning and provide
opportunities for improvement. By using a range of strategies and techniques, teachers can provide ELLs with
the support they need to succeed and achieve their academic goals.
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Appendix

The following appendix includes additional resources and materials to support the lesson plan:
Graphic organizer for character profiles and backstories

Rubric for assessing student learning

Self-assessment strategies for students
Online resources and language learning apps
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Section 3: Guided Practice (15 minutes)
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example.
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