
Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan: Digital Photography
and Elements of Design

Subject Area: Digital Photography and Elements
of Design
Unit Title: Introduction to Digital Photography
Grade Level: Elementary and Middle School
Lesson Number: 1 of 10

Duration: 30 minutes
Date: [Insert Date]
Teacher: [Insert Teacher Name]
Room: [Insert Room Number]

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

Understand the elements of design (line, shape, space, texture, color, form, value, harmony, repetition,
unity, balance, pattern)
Apply digital photography techniques to capture examples of the elements of design

Skills Standards:

Use cell phone cameras to capture high-quality images
Analyze and critique photographs to identify the elements of design

Cross-Curricular Links:

Art
Technology
Critical Thinking

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

What are the elements of design and how are they used in digital photography?
How can I use my cell phone camera to capture high-quality images that demonstrate the elements of
design?

Enduring Understandings:

Students will understand the elements of design and how they are used in digital photography
Students will be able to use their cell phone cameras to capture high-quality images that demonstrate
the elements of design

Student Context Analysis
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Class Profile:

Total Students: 25
ELL Students: 5
IEP/504 Plans: 3
Gifted: 2

Learning Styles Distribution:

Visual: 40%
Auditory: 30%
Kinesthetic: 30%
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Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan: Digital Photography
and Elements of Design

Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

Arrange desks to facilitate group work
Ensure access to cell phone cameras and charging stations

Technology Needs:

Cell phone cameras
Charging stations
Whiteboard and markers

Materials Preparation:

Printed copies of the elements of design
Example photographs demonstrating the elements of design

Safety Considerations:

Ensure students understand how to properly handle cell phone cameras
Encourage students to be mindful of their surroundings while taking photographs

Detailed Lesson Flow

Introduction (0-5 minutes)

Introduce the topic of digital photography and elements of design
Provide an overview of the lesson and the key learning objectives
Ask students to share their favorite photographs and explain what makes them visually appealing

Direct Instruction (5-10 minutes)

Provide a detailed explanation of the elements of design
Use visual aids and examples to illustrate each element
Ask students to take notes and ask questions

Engagement Strategies:

Think-pair-share
Group discussion

Group Activity (10-20 minutes)

Divide students into groups of 5 and assign a leader to each group
The leader will determine what images of design elements each member of the group will photograph
Students will work in groups to capture images of the elements of design using their cell phone
cameras

Checking for Understanding:

Observe student participation during the group activity
Review student photographs for understanding of the elements of design

Page 0 of 10



Guided Practice (20-25 minutes)

Have each group share their photographs and discuss the elements of design that are present in each
image
Ask students to analyze and critique each other's photographs
Provide guidance and feedback on how to improve their photographs

Scaffolding Strategies:

Provide one-on-one support to students who need it
Offer feedback and guidance on how to improve photographs

Independent Practice (25-28 minutes)

Ask students to create a photography project that demonstrates their understanding of the elements
of design
Provide materials and resources, such as cell phone cameras and editing software
Encourage students to be creative and experiment with different techniques and styles

Closure (28-30 minutes)

Have students share their photography projects and discuss the elements of design that are present
in each image
Ask students to reflect on what they learned and how they can apply their knowledge to real-world
scenarios
Provide feedback and guidance on how to improve their photography skills and knowledge of the
elements of design
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Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan: Digital Photography
and Elements of Design

Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners:

Provide one-on-one support and feedback
Offer additional resources and materials

For Advanced Learners:

Provide additional challenges and
extensions
Encourage students to experiment with
advanced photography techniques

ELL Support Strategies:

Provide visual aids and examples to support language learning
Offer one-on-one support and feedback

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

Encourage students to reflect on their learning and set goals
Provide opportunities for students to practice self-awareness and self-regulation

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

Observe student participation during the group activity
Review student photographs for understanding of the elements of design

Success Criteria:

Students will be able to identify and explain the elements of design
Students will be able to capture high-quality images that demonstrate the elements of design

Feedback Methods:

One-on-one feedback and support
Peer feedback and review

Homework & Extension Activities

Homework Assignment:

Ask students to create a photography project that demonstrates their understanding of the elements of
design

Extension Activities:

Advanced photography techniques
Design challenge
Curriculum development
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Parent/Guardian Connection:

Encourage parents/guardians to ask their child about their learning and provide feedback and support

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

What challenges do I anticipate?
Which students might need extra support?
What backup plans should I have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

What went well?
What would I change?
Next steps for instruction?
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Introduction to Digital Photography

What is Digital Photography?

Digital photography is the process of capturing images using a digital camera or other digital device.

It involves the use of technology to capture, edit, and share photographs.

Benefits of Digital Photography

Convenience and ease of use
Instant feedback and review
Ability to edit and enhance photographs

Basic Photography Techniques

Composition
Lighting
Focus
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Elements of Design

What are the Elements of Design?

The elements of design are the fundamental components of art and design.

They include line, shape, space, texture, color, form, value, harmony, repetition, unity, balance, and pattern.

Line

A line is a continuous mark made on a surface by a drawing tool.

It can vary in width, length, direction, and curvature.

Shape

A shape is a self-contained area with a defined boundary.

It can be geometric or organic.
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Guided Practice

Design Scavenger Hunt

Divide students into groups and provide each group with a list of design elements to find and photograph.

Have each group present their findings and discuss the design elements they observed.

Photography Exercise: Shape and Form

Have students use their cell phone cameras to capture examples of different shapes and forms in nature.

Ask students to analyze and critique each other's photographs.

Group Discussion: Color and Value

Have students work in small groups to discuss and identify examples of different colors and values in a
series of photographs.

Ask students to reflect on what they learned and how they can apply their knowledge to real-world
scenarios.
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Independent Practice

Photography Challenge: Line and Shape

Have students use their cell phone cameras to capture examples of different lines and shapes in the
classroom or school environment.

Ask students to analyze and critique each other's photographs.

Photography Project

Have students create a photography project that demonstrates their understanding of the elements of
design.

Ask students to reflect on what they learned and how they can apply their knowledge to real-world
scenarios.

Reflection and Feedback

Have students reflect on their learning and provide feedback to their peers.

Ask students to identify areas for improvement and provide suggestions for future lessons.
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Homework and Extension Activities

Homework Assignment

Ask students to create a photography project that demonstrates their understanding of the elements of
design.

Have students submit their projects for feedback and review.

Extension Activities

Advanced photography techniques
Design challenge
Curriculum development

Parent/Guardian Connection

Encourage parents/guardians to ask their child about their learning and provide feedback and support.

Provide parents/guardians with resources and materials to support their child's learning.
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Assessment and Feedback

Formative Assessment Strategies

Observe student participation during the group activity
Review student photographs for understanding of the elements of design

Success Criteria

Students will be able to identify and explain the elements of design
Students will be able to capture high-quality images that demonstrate the elements of design

Feedback Methods

One-on-one feedback and support
Peer feedback and review
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Conclusion

Summary

This lesson plan is designed to introduce students to the elements of design and digital photography.

Students will learn how to identify and explain the elements of design and capture high-quality images that
demonstrate their understanding.

Reflection

Reflect on the effectiveness of the lesson plan and identify areas for improvement.

Consider how to adapt the lesson plan for future use.
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