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The Great Fire of London: A Dyslexia-Friendly
Learning Journey

Introduction to Historical Learning

Understanding Historical Events with Dyslexia

Historical learning can be challenging, but with the right support, every student can become a historical
detective! This guide is specially designed to make learning about the Great Fire of London accessible and

engaging.

Dyslexia Learning Support Tips

« Use multiple learning methods

o Incorporate visual storytelling

e Break complex information into smaller chunks
* Provide extra time for processing



London in 1666: Setting the Scene

Historical Context

Imagine a city made almost entirely of wood, tightly packed houses, and narrow streets. This was London

in 1666 - a tinderbox waiting for a spark.

Interactive Learning Challenge

Visualize yourself walking through London's streets in 1666. What do you see? What might make these
streets dangerous?

Sensory Learning Approach

To help understand historical context, try:

* Drawing a map of medieval London
o Creating a 3D model of a typical street
« Role-playing daily life scenarios



The Fire's Impact: A Comprehensive Overview

Destruction and Transformation

The Great Fire wasn't just a disaster - it was a turning point in London's history. Over four days, the fire
consumed 13,200 houses, 87 parish churches, and most city infrastructure.

Emotional Connection Activity

Imagine losing everything you own. How would you feel? What would you do to rebuild?

Understanding Large Numbers

To help comprehend the scale of destruction:

« Create visual representations
« Use physical objects to demonstrate quantities
* Break down large numbers into relatable chunks



Learning Strategies for Dyslexic Students

Multi-Sensory Historical Learning

Dyslexia doesn't limit learning - it just means exploring information differently. Here are strategies to make
historical learning engaging:

» Use audio recordings

o Create visual timelines

* Engage in role-playing

¢ Use color-coded information

Personal Learning Exploration

What learning method works best for you? Reflect on your strengths!

Technology and Learning

Leverage technology to support learning:

« Text-to-speech software
¢ Digital mind-mapping tools
¢ Interactive historical websites



