
Developing Character Arcs and Plotlines in Narrative
Texts with Scaffolded Writing Support

Introduction
Welcome to this comprehensive lesson plan on developing character arcs and
plotlines in narrative texts with scaffolded writing support. This lesson is
designed for 13-year-old students and includes ELL/ESL support strategies to
ensure that all students can access and engage with the lesson content. The
lesson plan is divided into several sections, each with its own objectives,
materials, and procedures.



Lesson Objectives
The objectives of this lesson are:

Students will be able to analyze and identify character arcs and plotlines in narrative
texts.
Students will be able to apply their understanding of character arcs and plotlines to
their own writing.
Students will be able to use scaffolded writing support strategies to develop their
writing skills.

Materials Needed:

Whiteboard and markers
Graphic organizers
Writing prompts
Narrative texts (e.g. short stories, novels, or excerpts)
ELL/ESL support materials (e.g. visual aids, simplified language, sentence
stems)



Procedure
Section 1: Introduction and Hook (5 minutes)

Introduce the concept of character arcs and plotlines in narrative texts.
Use visual aids and examples from popular young adult literature to engage
students and encourage participation.
Ask students to share their prior knowledge and understanding of the concepts.
Provide opportunities for students to ask questions and seek clarification.

Section 2: Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

Provide direct instruction on the key concepts and skills, using graphic organizers
and visual aids to support ELL/ESL students.
Define key vocabulary terms, such as "character arc" and "plotline," and provide
examples from narrative texts to illustrate the concepts.
Use think-aloud protocols to model how to analyze and identify character arcs and
plotlines in a given text.

Section 3: Guided Practice (5 minutes)

Provide guided practice opportunities for students to apply their understanding of
character arcs and plotlines, using a sample narrative text.
Ask students to work in pairs or small groups to identify and analyze the character
arcs and plotlines in the text.
Provide feedback and guidance as needed.

Section 4: Independent Practice (5 minutes)

Provide independent practice opportunities for students to apply their understanding
of character arcs and plotlines, using a separate narrative text.
Ask students to work individually to identify and analyze the character arcs and
plotlines in the text.
Provide opportunities for students to share their findings with the class.

Section 5: Closure and Assessment (3 minutes)

Provide closure and assessment opportunities for students to reflect on their
learning and understanding of the concepts.
Ask students to complete a brief quiz or writing prompt to assess their
understanding.
Provide feedback and guidance as needed.

Section 6: Conclusion and Transition (2 minutes)

Provide a conclusion and transition to the next lesson, summarizing the key
concepts and skills learned during the lesson.
Ask students to reflect on what they learned and how they can apply it to their own
writing.
Preview the objectives and activities for the next lesson.



ELL/ESL Support Strategies
ELL/ESL Support Strategies:

Use visual aids and graphic organizers to support ELL/ESL students'
understanding of complex concepts.
Provide simplified language and definitions for key vocabulary terms.
Offer one-on-one support and feedback to ELL/ESL students as needed.
Encourage ELL/ESL students to work in pairs or small groups to discuss and
share their understanding of the concepts.



Assessment
Formative Assessments:

Formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson to check students'
understanding and adjust the instruction accordingly.

Summative Assessments:

Summative assessments will be used at the end of the lesson to evaluate
students' mastery of the objectives.



Extension
Extension Activities:

Provide opportunities for students to apply their understanding of character arcs
and plotlines to their own writing.
Encourage students to create their own narrative texts, using scaffolded writing
support strategies to develop their writing skills.



Interactive Fun Activities
Interactive Fun Activities:

Character Arc Mapping: Ask students to create a graphic organizer to map the
character arc of a protagonist in a narrative text.
Plotline Brainstorming: Ask students to work in small groups to brainstorm and
create a plotline for a narrative text.
Character Analysis: Ask students to work in pairs to analyze and discuss the
character development in a narrative text.



Digital Integration
Digital Integration:

Online Character Mapping: Ask students to use an online graphic organizer to
map the character arc of a protagonist in a narrative text.
Digital Plotline Brainstorming: Ask students to use a collaborative online tool to
brainstorm and create a plotline for a narrative text.
Character Analysis Podcast: Ask students to create a podcast to analyze and
discuss the character development in a narrative text.



Parent Engagement
Parent Engagement:

Encourage parents to read the narrative texts with their child and discuss the
character arcs and plotlines.
Ask parents to provide feedback and guidance on their child's writing and
analysis.
Invite parents to attend a writing workshop where they can work with their child
to create a narrative text.



Safety Considerations
Safety Considerations:

Establish clear guidelines and protocols for classroom behavior and interactions.
Promote respect and empathy among students.
Provide a safe space for students to share their thoughts and ideas.
Be aware of any potential triggers or sensitivities that may be present in the
narrative texts.



Conclusion
In conclusion, this lesson plan on developing character arcs and plotlines in narrative
texts with scaffolded writing support is designed to provide students with a
comprehensive understanding of the concepts and skills. The lesson includes ELL/ESL
support strategies to ensure that all students can access and engage with the lesson
content. By following the procedures and using the materials and resources provided,
teachers can help students achieve the lesson objectives and develop a deeper
understanding of narrative texts.



Teaching Tips
Teaching Tips:

Use visual aids and graphic organizers to support ELL/ESL students'
understanding of complex concepts.
Provide simplified language and definitions for key vocabulary terms.
Offer one-on-one support and feedback to ELL/ESL students as needed.
Encourage ELL/ESL students to work in pairs or small groups to discuss and
share their understanding of the concepts.



Reflection Questions
Reflection Questions:

How effectively did the lesson engage ELL/ESL students, and what additional
strategies could be used to support their learning and participation?
How well did the scaffolded writing support strategies meet the needs of
students, and what adjustments could be made to better support students'
writing development?
What opportunities were provided for students to apply their understanding of
character arcs and plotlines, and how could the lesson be modified to provide
more opportunities for application and practice?



Next Steps
Next Steps:

Lesson 2: Developing Character Motivations and Conflicts
Lesson 3: Creating Suspense and Tension in Narrative Texts
Lesson 4: Writing a Narrative Text



Advanced Concepts
In this section, we will explore advanced concepts related to character arcs and plotlines in narrative texts. We
will examine how authors use literary devices such as foreshadowing, symbolism, and imagery to create
complex and engaging stories. We will also discuss how to analyze and interpret these devices in a text, and
how to use them effectively in our own writing.

Example: Foreshadowing in Literature

Foreshadowing is a literary device used to hint at events that will occur later in the story. For example, in
Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, the chorus's opening lines "From forth the fatal loins of these two foes / A pair
of star-cross'd lovers take their life" foreshadow the tragic ending of the play. This technique creates suspense
and tension, and encourages the reader to continue reading to find out what will happen next.

Key Terms:

Foreshadowing: a literary device used to hint at events that will occur later in the story
Symbolism: the use of objects, colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or concepts
Imagery: the use of language to create vivid sensory experiences for the reader



Case Studies
Case Study: The Hunger Games

In The Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins uses foreshadowing to hint at the rebellion that will occur in the later
books. For example, when Katniss volunteers to participate in the Hunger Games, she says "I volunteer as
tribute" - this line foreshadows her future role as the face of the rebellion. Collins also uses symbolism, such as
the mockingjay pin, to represent the rebellion and Katniss's role in it.

Case Study: To Kill a Mockingbird

In To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee uses imagery to create a vivid picture of the setting and characters. For
example, when Scout describes the Radley house, she says "The house was low and wide, with a deep front
porch and a screen door that creaked when you opened it" - this description creates a sensory experience for
the reader and helps to establish the atmosphere of the story.



Practical Applications
In this section, we will explore practical applications of the concepts learned in this lesson. We will discuss how
to use literary devices such as foreshadowing, symbolism, and imagery in our own writing, and how to analyze
and interpret them in a text. We will also examine how to create complex and engaging characters, and how to
use plot twists and surprises to keep the reader interested.

Example: Creating Complex Characters

To create complex characters, we need to give them unique personalities, motivations, and backstories. For
example, in The Hunger Games, Katniss is a complex character because she is driven by a desire to protect her
family, but also struggles with the moral implications of killing others. We can create similar complexity in our
own characters by giving them conflicting motivations and desires.

Writing Tips:

Use literary devices such as foreshadowing, symbolism, and imagery to create complex and engaging
stories
Create complex characters by giving them unique personalities, motivations, and backstories
Use plot twists and surprises to keep the reader interested



Conclusion
In conclusion, this lesson has explored the concepts of character arcs and plotlines in narrative texts. We have
examined how authors use literary devices such as foreshadowing, symbolism, and imagery to create complex
and engaging stories, and how to analyze and interpret these devices in a text. We have also discussed
practical applications of these concepts, including how to create complex characters and use plot twists and
surprises to keep the reader interested.

Summary

This lesson has covered the following topics:

Character arcs and plotlines in narrative texts
Literary devices such as foreshadowing, symbolism, and imagery
Practical applications of these concepts in writing



Assessment
In this section, we will discuss assessment strategies for evaluating student understanding of the concepts
learned in this lesson. We will examine how to create effective assessments, including quizzes, tests, and
writing assignments, and how to use rubrics to evaluate student work.

Example: Creating a Quiz

To create a quiz, we need to identify the key concepts and skills that we want to assess, and create questions
that target those areas. For example, we could create a quiz that asks students to identify examples of
foreshadowing, symbolism, and imagery in a text, or to analyze a character's motivations and backstory.

Assessment Tips:

Create effective assessments that target key concepts and skills
Use rubrics to evaluate student work and provide feedback
Provide opportunities for students to reflect on their own learning and set goals for improvement



Extension
In this section, we will discuss extension activities for students who have mastered the concepts learned in this
lesson. We will examine how to create challenging and engaging activities, including writing assignments,
projects, and presentations, and how to provide opportunities for students to explore their interests and
passions.

Example: Creating a Writing Assignment

To create a writing assignment, we need to identify the key concepts and skills that we want to assess, and
create a prompt that targets those areas. For example, we could create a writing assignment that asks students
to write a short story using literary devices such as foreshadowing, symbolism, and imagery, or to create a
character analysis of a protagonist in a novel.

Extension Tips:

Create challenging and engaging activities that target key concepts and skills
Provide opportunities for students to explore their interests and passions
Encourage students to take risks and try new things



Interactive Fun Activities
In this section, we will discuss interactive fun activities for students to engage with the concepts learned in this
lesson. We will examine how to create games, simulations, and role-playing activities that target key concepts
and skills, and how to provide opportunities for students to collaborate and work together.

Example: Creating a Game

To create a game, we need to identify the key concepts and skills that we want to assess, and create a game
that targets those areas. For example, we could create a game that asks students to identify examples of
foreshadowing, symbolism, and imagery in a text, or to analyze a character's motivations and backstory.

Interactive Fun Activities Tips:

Create games, simulations, and role-playing activities that target key concepts and skills
Provide opportunities for students to collaborate and work together
Encourage students to have fun and be creative



Digital Integration
In this section, we will discuss digital integration strategies for incorporating technology into the lesson. We will
examine how to use digital tools such as online quizzes, games, and simulations to engage students and
provide opportunities for practice and review.

Example: Creating an Online Quiz

To create an online quiz, we need to identify the key concepts and skills that we want to assess, and create
questions that target those areas. For example, we could create an online quiz that asks students to identify
examples of foreshadowing, symbolism, and imagery in a text, or to analyze a character's motivations and
backstory.

Digital Integration Tips:

Use digital tools such as online quizzes, games, and simulations to engage students and provide
opportunities for practice and review
Provide opportunities for students to create and share their own digital content
Encourage students to use technology to collaborate and work together



Parent Engagement
In this section, we will discuss parent engagement strategies for involving parents in the lesson. We will examine
how to provide opportunities for parents to participate in the lesson, and how to communicate with parents about
their child's progress and learning.

Example: Creating a Parent Newsletter

To create a parent newsletter, we need to identify the key concepts and skills that we want to communicate to
parents, and create a newsletter that targets those areas. For example, we could create a newsletter that
provides information about the lesson, including key concepts and skills, and offers tips and strategies for
parents to support their child's learning at home.

Parent Engagement Tips:

Provide opportunities for parents to participate in the lesson
Communicate with parents about their child's progress and learning
Offer tips and strategies for parents to support their child's learning at home



Safety Considerations
In this section, we will discuss safety considerations for ensuring a safe and supportive learning environment.
We will examine how to create a positive and inclusive classroom culture, and how to provide opportunities for
students to share their thoughts and feelings.

Example: Creating a Classroom Contract

To create a classroom contract, we need to identify the key values and expectations that we want to establish in
the classroom, and create a contract that targets those areas. For example, we could create a contract that
establishes expectations for respect, kindness, and inclusivity, and provides opportunities for students to share
their thoughts and feelings.

Safety Considerations Tips:

Create a positive and inclusive classroom culture
Provide opportunities for students to share their thoughts and feelings
Establish clear expectations and consequences for behavior
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