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Subject Area: English Language Arts
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Contrast Essays
Grade Level: 9-12
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Duration: 60 minutes
Date: March 12, 2024
Teacher: Ms. Johnson
Room: 205

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3

Skills Standards:

Analyze and interpret complex texts
Use effective writing strategies

Cross-Curricular Links:

History
Science

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

What are the key elements of a comparison and contrast essay?
How can I use interactive templates to improve my writing?

Enduring Understandings:

Comparison and contrast essays are used to analyze and evaluate two or more topics
Interactive templates can help improve writing skills and organization

Student Context Analysis

Class Profile:

Total Students: 25
ELL Students: 5
IEP/504 Plans: 3
Gifted: 2

Learning Styles Distribution:

Visual: 40%
Auditory: 30%
Kinesthetic: 30%
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Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

Arrange desks in pairs
Set up whiteboard and markers

Technology Needs:

Computers with internet access
Interactive whiteboard

Materials Preparation:

Handouts with guiding questions
Interactive comparison and contrast essay templates

Safety Considerations:

Ensure students have necessary accommodations
Monitor student behavior during group work

Detailed Lesson Flow

Introduction (10 minutes)

Introduce the topic of comparison and contrast essays
Discuss the importance of comparison and contrast essays in academic writing

Direct Instruction (20 minutes)

Provide direct instruction on the key elements of a comparison and contrast essay
Use the whiteboard to illustrate the structure and organization of a comparison and contrast essay

Engagement Strategies:

Think-pair-share
Group discussion

Guided Practice (20 minutes)

Provide students with a guided practice exercise, where they will work in pairs to complete a
comparison and contrast essay template
Circulate around the room to provide guidance and support as needed

Scaffolding Strategies:

Provide a partially completed template
Offer one-on-one support

Independent Practice (20 minutes)



Provide students with an independent practice exercise, where they will write their own comparison
and contrast essay using an interactive template
Encourage students to use transitional phrases and sentences to connect their ideas

Closure (10 minutes)

Review the key points of the lesson
Ask students to reflect on what they have learned
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Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners:

Provide additional support and scaffolding
Offer one-on-one instruction

For Advanced Learners:

Provide additional challenges and
extensions
Encourage independent research and
projects

ELL Support Strategies:

Provide visual aids and graphic organizers
Offer bilingual resources and support

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

Encourage self-reflection and self-assessment
Teach empathy and understanding through literature and discussion

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

Observations during group work
Review of student work and feedback

Success Criteria:

Students can identify and explain the key elements of a comparison and contrast essay
Students can use interactive templates to improve their writing

Feedback Methods:

Verbal feedback during group work
Written feedback on student work

Homework & Extension Activities

Homework Assignment:

Write a comparison and contrast essay on a topic of your choice using an interactive template

Extension Activities:

Research and create a multimedia presentation on a comparison and contrast essay topic
Write a reflective essay on the importance of comparison and contrast essays in academic writing

Parent/Guardian Connection:



Encourage parents/guardians to review and discuss the homework assignment with their child

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

What challenges do I anticipate?
Which students might need extra support?
What backup plans should I have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

What went well?
What would I change?
Next steps for instruction?



Introduction to Comparison and Contrast Essays

What is a Comparison and Contrast Essay?

A comparison and contrast essay is a type of academic writing that requires you to analyze and evaluate
two or more topics, ideas, or concepts.

The purpose of a comparison and contrast essay is to identify the similarities and differences between the
topics, and to demonstrate an understanding of the relationships between them.

Key Elements of a Comparison and Contrast Essay

Introduction:

Introduce the topics and provide background information
Thesis statement that outlines the main points of comparison and contrast

Body Paragraphs:

Topic sentence that outlines the main point of comparison or contrast
Evidence and analysis to support the topic sentence
Linking words and phrases to connect ideas

Conclusion:

Restate the thesis statement
Summarize the main points of comparison and contrast
Final thoughts and implications



Using Interactive Templates

What are Interactive Templates?

Interactive templates are digital tools that provide a structured format for writing a comparison and
contrast essay.

They can help you organize your ideas, develop a clear thesis statement, and write a well-structured essay.

Benefits of Using Interactive Templates

Improved Organization:

Helps you organize your ideas and structure your essay
Provides a clear outline and format for your essay

Increased Productivity:

Saves time and reduces stress
Allows you to focus on the content and analysis of your essay

Enhanced Learning:

Helps you develop a deeper understanding of the topics and concepts
Provides opportunities for critical thinking and analysis



Guided Practice

Activity 1: Comparison and Contrast Essay Template Completion

Objective:

Students will be able to complete a comparison and contrast essay template with guidance from the
teacher.

Procedure:

Distribute the comparison and contrast essay template
Have students work in pairs to complete the template
Circulate around the room to provide guidance and support as needed

Activity 2: Peer Review and Feedback

Objective:

Students will be able to provide constructive feedback on a peer's comparison and contrast essay.

Procedure:

Distribute a sample comparison and contrast essay
Have students work in pairs to review and provide feedback using a guided feedback form
Circulate around the room to provide guidance and support as needed



Independent Practice

Activity 1: Comparison and Contrast Essay Writing

Objective:

Students will be able to write a comparison and contrast essay with guidance from the teacher.

Procedure:

Provide students with a writing prompt and an interactive template
Have students work individually to write a comparison and contrast essay
Circulate around the room to provide guidance and support as needed

Activity 2: Comparison and Contrast Essay Revision

Objective:

Students will be able to revise a comparison and contrast essay to improve its clarity, coherence, and overall
effectiveness.

Procedure:

Provide students with a sample comparison and contrast essay
Have students work individually to revise the essay using a guided revision form
Circulate around the room to provide guidance and support as needed



Assessment

Formative Assessment

Observations during group work:

Monitor student participation and engagement
Assess student understanding of the topics and concepts

Review of student work and feedback:

Review student work for completeness and accuracy
Provide feedback on student work and suggest areas for improvement

Summative Assessment

Quiz or test:

Assess student understanding of the key elements of a comparison and contrast essay
Evaluate student ability to write a well-structured comparison and contrast essay

Collection and review of student essays:

Collect and review student essays for completeness and accuracy
Assess student ability to write a well-structured comparison and contrast essay



Conclusion

Summary of Key Points

In this lesson, we covered the key elements of a comparison and contrast essay, including the introduction,
body paragraphs, and conclusion.

We also discussed the benefits of using interactive templates to improve writing skills and organization.

Final Thoughts and Implications

Comparison and contrast essays are an essential part of academic writing, and can help you develop
critical thinking and analytical skills.

By using interactive templates and following the guidelines outlined in this lesson, you can improve your
writing skills and produce well-structured and coherent essays.



Teaching Tips and Reflection Questions

Teaching Tips

Use real-life examples:

Use real-life examples to illustrate the importance of comparison and contrast essays
Provide opportunities for students to apply their knowledge in real-world contexts

Provide feedback, not criticism:

Provide feedback that is specific, timely, and constructive
Avoid criticism that can be hurtful or discouraging

Reflection Questions

What strategies were most effective:

What strategies were most effective in engaging students and promoting their understanding of
comparison and contrast essays?
How can I adapt this lesson to meet the needs of students with varying learning styles and abilities?

What opportunities can I provide:

What opportunities can I provide for students to apply their knowledge of comparison and contrast
essays in real-world contexts?
How can I encourage students to take ownership of their learning and develop a growth mindset?


