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Introduction to Conversation Skills

Welcome to the Introduction to Conversation Skills homework assignment, designed for 13-14 year old
students as part of the Language Arts curriculum. This assignment aims to introduce students to the

fundamentals of conversation skills, focusing on effective communication, respectful dialogue, and critical
thinking.




Understanding Conversation Basics

Define what a conversation is and list at least three key elements that make a conversation effective.

1. Definition of a conversation:
2. Key elements of an effective conversation:

o

o

o




Reflection on a Recent Conversation

Reflect on a recent conversation you had. What made it successful or unsuccessful? Write down your
thoughts.



Practicing Active Listening

Imagine you are in a scenario where you need to practice active listening (e.g., discussing plans with a
friend, resolving a conflict). Write a short script of how you would approach the conversation, focusing on
maintaining eye contact, nodding, and summarizing what the other person says.




Self-Assessment of Active Listening

Assess your approach to active listening. How do you think active listening will improve the conversation?



Engaging in Respectful Dialogue

You disagree with a friend about a movie. Write how you would express your opinion respectfully, ensuring
you listen to their viewpoint as well.




Tips for Respectful Dialogue

List at least three tips for engaging in respectful dialogue when disagreeing with someone.




Critical Thinking Exercise

Read the following scenario: Two friends, Alex and Sam, have different opinions on whether school
uniforms are beneficial. Alex thinks they promote equality, while Sam believes they restrict personal
expression. Write a short paragraph discussing both viewpoints and conclude with your opinion,

supporting it with reasons.



Analysis of Multiple Perspectives

Analyze how considering multiple perspectives can enrich a conversation.




Extension Activity: Short Story

Write a short story about a character who learns the value of effective conversation skills. How does this
impact their relationships?




Extension Activity: Poster Design

Create a poster that illustrates the key elements of a successful conversation. Include visuals and a catchy
slogan.




Conclusion

Congratulations on completing the Introduction to Conversation Skills homework assignment! Reflect on
what you learned and how you can apply these skills in real-life conversations.

Parent/Guardian Notes

- Encourage your child to work independently but be available for questions or clarification.
- Help your child manage their time effectively to complete the assignment within the given timeframe.

- Discuss the assignment with your child, focusing on what they learned and how they can apply these
skills in real-life conversations.

- Consider watching documentaries or TED talks together on effective communication and conversation
skills for further learning.



