
Welcome to Solving Simple Subtraction Problems with
Counting Blocks and Pictures!

Introduction

In this exciting lesson, we will learn how to solve simple subtraction problems using counting blocks and
pictures. Subtraction is a fundamental math concept that helps us find the difference between two numbers.
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to solve simple subtraction problems using counting blocks and
pictures, and develop your critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

Lesson Objectives

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

1. Recall the concept of subtraction as the opposite of addition, using counting blocks and pictures to
demonstrate their understanding.

2. Apply subtraction skills to solve simple problems, such as 5 - 2 = ?, using counting blocks and
pictures to find the answer.

3. Analyze and identify the difference between two numbers, using counting blocks and pictures to
represent the problem.

4. Create and solve their own simple subtraction problems, using counting blocks and pictures to
represent the problem and find the answer.
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Mixed Ability Differentiation

To cater to different learning abilities, we will provide foundation, core, and extension activities throughout the
lesson.

Foundation:

For students who need extra support, we will provide pre-made counting blocks and pictures to help
them solve simple subtraction problems.

Core:

For students who are ready for a challenge, we will provide more complex subtraction problems and
ask them to create their own counting blocks and pictures to solve them.

Extension:

For students who are advanced, we will provide multi-digit subtraction problems and ask them to
create their own word problems involving subtraction.

Activity 1: Counting Block Subtraction

Use counting blocks to solve the following subtraction problems:

1. 2 - 1 = ?
2. 5 - 2 = ?
3. 8 - 3 = ?
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Activity 2: Picture Subtraction

Use pictures to solve the following subtraction problems:

1. 4 - 2 = ?
2. 7 - 1 = ?
3. 9 - 3 = ?

Activity 3: Subtraction Word Problems

Solve the following subtraction word problems:

1. If I have 5 pencils and I give 2 to my friend, how many pencils do I have left?
2. If I have 8 crayons and I take away 3, how many crayons do I have left?
3. If I have 15 books and I give 5 to my brother, how many books do I have left?
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Assessment

To assess your understanding, complete the following quiz:

1. 1 - 1 = ?
2. 6 - 2 = ?
3. 9 - 4 = ?

Extension Activity

Create your own subtraction problem using counting blocks and pictures, and solve it. Then, create a word
problem to go along with your subtraction problem.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, solving simple subtraction problems with counting blocks and pictures is a fun and interactive
way to introduce students to the concept of subtraction. By using visual aids and hands-on activities,
students can develop their understanding of subtraction and build a strong foundation for future math skills.

Teaching Tips

To support teaching, consider the following tips:

1. Use real-life examples to demonstrate the concept of subtraction.
2. Make the lesson interactive by using games, quizzes, and challenges.
3. Use visual aids, such as counting blocks and pictures, to provide a concrete and visual

representation of subtraction.
4. Provide opportunities for students to practice and apply their understanding of subtraction in

different contexts.
5. Use assistive technology, such as touchscreens or tablets, to support students with special needs or

disabilities.
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Next Steps

To build on the learning from this lesson, consider the following follow-up lessons:

1. Solving Simple Addition and Subtraction Word Problems
2. Introducing Basic Subtraction Facts within 10
3. Solving Subtraction Problems with Missing Numbers

Reflection Questions

To evaluate the effectiveness of this lesson, consider the following reflection questions:

1. How did students respond to the use of counting blocks and pictures to solve subtraction problems?
2. Were there any students who demonstrated a deeper understanding of subtraction concepts, and if

so, how can they be challenged further?
3. How can the lesson be adapted to meet the needs of students with different learning styles and

abilities?
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Appendix

For additional support, refer to the following resources:

Counting blocks and pictures
Subtraction worksheets and activity sheets
Online math games and quizzes
Assistive technology, such as touchscreens or tablets

Glossary

Key terms used in this lesson:

Subtraction: The operation of finding the difference between two numbers.
Counting blocks: A physical material used to represent numbers and solve math problems.
Pictures: A visual aid used to represent numbers and solve math problems.
Word problems: A statement that requires a mathematical solution.
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