Introduction to Developing Narrative Texts with
Engaging Characters

Introduction

Welcome to this comprehensive lesson plan on developing narrative texts with engaging
characters. This lesson is designed for 13-year-old students and is tailored to support
ELL/ESL students in creating engaging narrative texts. The art of crafting narrative texts
with well-developed characters is a fundamental skill in language arts education, and this
lesson plan aims to provide students with the necessary tools and techniques to succeed.

Developing narrative texts with engaging characters requires a range of skills, including understanding
character traits, identifying motivations and conflicts, and using descriptive language and dialogue to
bring characters to life. This lesson plan will provide students with the opportunity to develop these
skills and create their own narrative texts with well-developed characters.



Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

o Create narrative texts with well-developed characters, using descriptive language
and dialogue.

o Demonstrate an understanding of character development techniques, including
character traits, motivations, and conflicts, with at least 80% accuracy.

Example Learning Objective

Students will be able to create a character profile, including physical appearance, personality, and
background, and use this profile to inform their writing.



Background Information

Developing narrative texts with engaging characters requires a range of skills, including:

¢ Understanding character traits, such as physical appearance, personality, and
background

« Identifying motivations and conflicts that drive character actions

» Using descriptive language and dialogue to bring characters to life

» Recognizing the importance of character development in narrative texts

Key Concepts:

e Character traits
¢ Motivations and conflicts
o Descriptive language and dialogue



Teaching Tips and Strategies

To support ELL/ESL students, the following strategies will be employed:

o Visual Aids: Graphic organizers, charts, and diagrams to help students visualize
character traits, motivations, and conflicts.

¢ Graphic Organizers: Templates to help students structure their writing and
organize their thoughts.

+ Sentence Frames: Sentence starters and frames to support students in writing
descriptive language and dialogue.

« Multimedia Integration: Interactive quizzes, videos, and audio recordings to
engage students and provide additional support.

Teaching Strategy:

Use visual aids and graphic organizers to support students in understanding character
development techniques.



Lesson Plan

Introduction (10 minutes)

1. Introduce the concept of character development in narrative texts.
2. Discuss the importance of character traits, motivations, and conflicts.
3. Show examples of well-developed characters in literature.

Direct Instruction (20 minutes)

1. Provide explicit instruction on character development techniques, using visual aids
and graphic organizers.

2. Model how to use descriptive language and dialogue to create engaging characters.

3. Use multimedia resources, such as videos and audio recordings, to support
instruction.

Example Direct Instruction

Use a graphic organizer to illustrate the character traits, motivations, and conflicts of a well-
developed character in literature.



Guided Practice (20 minutes)

Have students work in pairs or small groups to create a character profile, using graphic organizers and
sentence frames.

1. Circulate around the room to provide support and feedback.
2. Encourage students to use visual aids and graphic organizers to support their
writing.

Guided Practice Tips:

¢ Provide clear instructions and examples.
* Encourage students to ask questions and seek help when needed.



Independent Practice (20 minutes)

Have students write a short narrative text, using their character profile and incorporating descriptive
language and dialogue.

1. Encourage students to use visual aids and graphic organizers to support their
writing.
2. Allow students to share their writing with a partner or the class.

Example Independent Practice

Have students write a short story using their character profile, incorporating descriptive language
and dialogue to bring the character to life.



Assessment Opportunities

Assessment opportunities include:

+ Formative Assessment: Observe students during guided and independent practice
to assess their understanding of character development techniques.

 Summative Assessment: Collect and review student writing samples to assess
their ability to create narrative texts with well-developed characters.

Assessment Tips:

¢ Provide clear criteria for assessment.
e Use a rubric to assess student writing samples.



Differentiation Strategies

To cater to diverse learning needs, the following differentiation strategies will be employed:

» Learning Centers: Provide additional support for ELL/ESL students, using visual

aids and graphic organizers.
« Technology Integration: Use multimedia resources, such as interactive quizzes

and videos, to engage students and provide additional support.
o Collaborative Writing: Pair students with a writing partner or small group to
provide peer support and feedback.

Differentiation Strategy:

Use learning centers to provide additional support for ELL/ESL students, using visual
aids and graphic organizers to help them understand character development

techniques.



Time Management Considerations

To efficiently use classroom time, the following time management strategies will be employed:

» Lesson Pacing: Allocate time for each activity, allowing for flexibility and
adjustments as needed.

o Transitions: Use transitions to move between activities, minimizing downtime and
maximizing instructional time.

Time Management Tips:

 Plan for flexibility in the lesson.
¢ Use transitions to move between activities.



Student Engagement Factors

To enhance student participation and motivation, the following student engagement factors will be
incorporated:

» Choice: Provide students with choices, such as selecting a character trait or
motivation, to increase engagement and autonomy.

» Authenticity: Use real-life examples and scenarios to make the learning
experience more relevant and meaningful.

» Feedback: Provide regular feedback and encouragement to support student
progress and motivation.

Example Student Engagement Factor

Provide students with a choice of character traits or motivations to increase engagement and
autonomy, and use real-life examples and scenarios to make the learning experience more
relevant and meaningful.



Implementation Steps

1. Introduction: Introduce the concept of character development in narrative texts,
using visual aids and graphic organizers.

2. Direct Instruction: Provide explicit instruction on character development
techniques, using multimedia resources and modeling.

3. Guided Practice: Have students work in pairs or small groups to create a character
profile, using graphic organizers and sentence frames.

4. Independent Practice: Have students write a short narrative text, using their
character profile and incorporating descriptive language and dialogue.

5. Assessment: Collect and review student writing samples to assess their ability to
create narrative texts with well-developed characters.

Implementation Tips:

e Follow the lesson plan closely.
» Be flexible and make adjustments as needed.



Additional Resources

Resource Description
Graphic Templates to help students structure their writing and organize their
Organizers thoughts.

Sentence starters and frames to support students in writing

Sentence Frames o :
descriptive language and dialogue.

Multimedia Interactive quizzes, videos, and audio recordings to engage students
Resources and provide additional support.

: . Charts, diagrams, and pictures to help students visualize character
Visual Aids

traits, motivations, and conflicts.

Example Additional Resource

Use graphic organizers to help students structure their writing and organize their thoughts, and
provide sentence frames to support students in writing descriptive language and dialogue.



Advanced Concepts

As students progress in their understanding of character development, it is essential to introduce advanced concepts that will
help them create more complex and engaging characters. One such concept is the use of subtext, which refers to the underlying
emotions, motivations, and conflicts that drive a character's actions and dialogue. By incorporating subtext into their writing,
students can add depth and nuance to their characters, making them more believable and relatable.

Example of Subtext

For instance, a character may say "I'm fine" when asked how they are doing, but their body language and tone of voice may
convey a different message. This discrepancy between what is said and what is meant is an example of subtext, and it can
be used to create tension, suspense, and intrigue in a narrative.

Key Concepts:

o Subtext
¢ Underlying emotions and motivations
o Conflict and tension



Character Development Techniques

There are several techniques that students can use to develop their characters, including showing rather than telling, using
sensory details, and creating character arcs. Showing rather than telling involves conveying character traits and emotions
through action, dialogue, and body language, rather than simply stating them. Using sensory details involves incorporating
sensory language to bring the character and their world to life. Creating character arcs involves developing a character's
personality, skills, and motivations over the course of the narrative.

Case Study: Character Development in Literature

In J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series, the character of Harry Potter is developed over the course of the narrative
through a combination of showing rather than telling, using sensory details, and creating a character arc. At the
beginning of the series, Harry is portrayed as an orphaned boy who is unaware of his true identity and abilities.
As the series progresses, Harry's character is developed through his actions, dialogue, and interactions with
other characters, revealing his bravery, loyalty, and determination.

Teaching Strategy:

To teach character development techniques, provide students with examples from literature and have them
analyze how the author uses showing rather than telling, sensory details, and character arcs to develop the
characters. Then, have students practice using these techniques in their own writing.



Character Analysis

Character analysis involves examining a character's traits, motivations, and actions to understand their role in the narrative and
their relationships with other characters. Students can use a variety of techniques to analyze characters, including creating
character maps, writing character journals, and analyzing character dialogue. By analyzing characters, students can gain a
deeper understanding of the narrative and its themes, and develop their critical thinking and analytical skills.

Example of Character Analysis
For example, students can create a character map to analyze the relationships between characters in a narrative. A

character map is a visual representation of the characters and their relationships, and can be used to identify patterns,
motifs, and themes in the narrative.

Key Concepts:

Character analysis
Character maps
Character journals
Dialogue analysis



Teaching Character Development

Teaching character development involves providing students with the skills and techniques they need to create well-developed
characters in their writing. This can be achieved through a combination of direct instruction, guided practice, and independent
practice. Direct instruction involves providing students with explicit instruction on character development techniques, while
guided practice involves having students work in pairs or small groups to apply these techniques. Independent practice involves
having students write their own narratives using the techniques they have learned.

Case Study: Teaching Character Development

In a 9th grade English class, the teacher used a combination of direct instruction, guided practice, and
independent practice to teach character development. The teacher began by providing explicit instruction on
character development techniques, including showing rather than telling, using sensory details, and creating
character arcs. Then, the teacher had students work in pairs to create character profiles and write short
narratives using these techniques. Finally, the teacher had students write their own short stories using the
techniques they had learned.

Teaching Strategy:

To teach character development, provide students with a range of techniques and strategies, and have them
practice using these techniques in their writing. Also, provide students with feedback and encouragement to
support their progress and motivation.



Assessment and Evaluation

Assessing and evaluating student understanding of character development involves using a range of strategies, including
formative and summative assessments. Formative assessments involve ongoing evaluations of student progress and
understanding, while summative assessments involve evaluating student learning at the end of a lesson or unit. By using a
combination of formative and summative assessments, teachers can gain a comprehensive understanding of student learning
and adjust their instruction accordingly.

Example of Assessment and Evaluation

For example, a teacher can use a rubric to assess student writing samples and provide feedback on character development.
The rubric can include criteria such as character traits, motivations, and actions, and can be used to evaluate student
understanding of character development techniques.

Key Concepts:

Assessment and evaluation
Formative assessments
Summative assessments
Rubrics



Conclusion

In conclusion, teaching character development is a crucial aspect of English language arts education. By providing students with
the skills and techniques they need to create well-developed characters, teachers can help students develop their writing skills
and create engaging narratives. By using a range of teaching strategies, including direct instruction, guided practice, and
independent practice, teachers can support student learning and help students achieve their full potential.

Case Study: Conclusion

In a 10th grade English class, the teacher used a combination of direct instruction, guided practice, and
independent practice to teach character development. The teacher began by providing explicit instruction on
character development techniques, including showing rather than telling, using sensory details, and creating
character arcs. Then, the teacher had students work in pairs to create character profiles and write short
narratives using these techniques. Finally, the teacher had students write their own short stories using the
techniques they had learned. The results showed a significant improvement in student writing samples, with
students demonstrating a deeper understanding of character development techniques.

Teaching Strategy:

To teach character development, provide students with a range of techniques and strategies, and have them
practice using these techniques in their writing. Also, provide students with feedback and encouragement to
support their progress and motivation.
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