
Exploring Poetry: Unpacking Raymond Tong's The
African Beggar

Introduction to The African Beggar

Welcome to this educational worksheet on Raymond Tong's poem, The African Beggar. This worksheet is
designed for grade 8 students to explore the world of poetry, focusing on identifying and explaining the
poem's theme and the use of figures of speech based on comparison.

The African Beggar is a thought-provoking poem that explores the theme of social responsibility and
empathy towards those in need. Through the use of literary devices such as figures of speech based on
comparison, the poet conveys a powerful message about the human condition. By analyzing and
understanding this poem, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the power of poetry to inspire reflection
and action.

Do Now Activity

What comes to mind when you think of someone begging on the street? Write down your thoughts, feelings,
and observations about the image of a street scene from a developing country, depicting individuals in need.
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Understanding the Theme

1. What is the main theme of The African Beggar?

2. How does the poet convey this message through the use of literary elements?

3. Provide examples from the poem to support your explanation.

Figures of Speech

1. Identify one figure of speech based on comparison from the poem (e.g., simile, metaphor, personification).

2. Explain its effect on the overall meaning and impact of the poem.

3. How does the poet use this literary device to convey the theme?
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Poem Analysis

Analyze the following stanza from The African Beggar:

[Insert stanza]

1. Identify the theme present in this stanza.

2. What literary devices are used in this stanza?

3. How do these devices contribute to the overall meaning of the poem?

Group Activity

Group Task:

Work in groups to discuss the following questions:

1. How does the poet use imagery to convey the theme?
2. What message do you think the poet is trying to convey through The African Beggar?
3. Compare and contrast the use of metaphors and similes in the poem.
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Creative Expression

Create a visual project (e.g., infographic, poster) that represents the theme and figures of speech in The
African Beggar. Include at least two figures of speech based on comparison from the poem.

[Space for creative work]

Reflection and Feedback

Individual Reflection:

1. What was the most challenging part of the lesson for you?

2. What did you learn about the poem's theme and literary devices?

3. How can you apply what you have learned to your own writing or analysis of poetry?
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Literary Device Hunt

Find and identify figures of speech based on comparison in the following poems or excerpts:

[Insert poems or excerpts]

1. Explain the effect of each literary device on the overall meaning of the poem.

2. Discuss how the poet uses these devices to convey the theme.

Writing Activity

Write a short essay on the theme of The African Beggar, discussing how the poet conveys a message about
social responsibility and empathy towards those in need. Use examples from the poem to support your
explanation.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, The African Beggar by Raymond Tong is a thought-provoking poem that explores the theme
of social responsibility and empathy towards those in need. Through the use of literary devices such as
figures of speech based on comparison, the poet conveys a powerful message about the human
condition. By analyzing and understanding this poem, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the power of
poetry to inspire reflection and action.

Assessment Rubric

* Participation and engagement (20 points)

* Quality of written work and analysis (40 points)

* Creativity and originality of visual project (20 points)

* Depth of reflection and feedback (20 points)
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Advanced Concepts

As we delve deeper into the world of poetry, it's essential to explore advanced concepts that can enhance our
understanding and analysis of poems like The African Beggar. One such concept is the use of symbolism, where
objects, colors, or characters represent abstract ideas or concepts. In The African Beggar, the poet uses the
image of the beggar to symbolize the struggles of poverty and the need for social responsibility.

Case Study: Symbolism in The African Beggar

Analyze the following stanza from the poem: [Insert stanza]. Identify the symbols used in this stanza and
explain their significance in the context of the poem. How do these symbols contribute to the overall theme of
social responsibility and empathy towards those in need?
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Poetic Devices

Poetic devices are essential elements in poetry, used to create a rich and meaningful experience for the reader.
In The African Beggar, the poet employs various poetic devices, such as metaphor, simile, and personification, to
convey the theme and evoke emotions. Let's explore these devices in more detail and analyze their effect on the
poem.

Example: Metaphor in The African Beggar

The poet uses the metaphor "the beggar is a shadow" to compare the beggar to a shadow. This metaphor
creates a powerful image in the reader's mind, highlighting the beggar's presence and yet invisibility in society.
Analyze the effect of this metaphor on the overall meaning of the poem.
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Critical Thinking

Critical thinking is an essential skill in analyzing poetry, as it allows us to evaluate the poem's themes, literary
devices, and overall impact. When applying critical thinking to The African Beggar, we can ask questions like:
What is the poet's message about social responsibility? How effective is the poet in conveying this message?
What biases or assumptions might the poet have, and how do they impact the poem's meaning?

Group Discussion: Critical Thinking

Divide into small groups and discuss the following questions: What are the strengths and weaknesses of
the poem's message about social responsibility? How does the poet's use of literary devices contribute to
the poem's impact? What are some potential counterarguments to the poet's message, and how can they
be addressed?
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Creative Writing

Now that we've explored the themes, literary devices, and critical thinking aspects of The African Beggar, it's
time to apply our knowledge and skills to creative writing. Write a poem that explores a social issue, using
literary devices and symbolism to convey your message. Consider the following prompts: Write from the
perspective of someone affected by the social issue, or write about a personal experience related to the issue.

Writing Prompt: Social Issue Poetry

Write a poem that addresses a social issue, such as poverty, inequality, or environmental degradation. Use
literary devices like metaphor, simile, and personification to create a powerful and evocative poem. Consider the
following questions: What is the main theme of your poem? How do you use literary devices to convey this
theme? What message do you want to convey to your readers?
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Reflection and Feedback

As we conclude our exploration of The African Beggar, it's essential to reflect on what we've learned and provide
feedback on our experience. Reflect on the following questions: What were the most challenging and rewarding
aspects of analyzing and writing about The African Beggar? How did your understanding of the poem's themes
and literary devices evolve throughout the lesson? What would you like to learn more about in future lessons?

Reflection: Lesson Takeaways

Write a reflective essay on your experience with The African Beggar, discussing what you learned, what
challenges you faced, and what you would like to explore further. Consider the following prompts: What
were the key takeaways from the lesson? How can you apply what you learned to future lessons or real-life
situations? What questions or topics would you like to explore in more depth?
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Assessment and Evaluation

To assess our understanding of The African Beggar, we will evaluate our participation, written work, and creative
projects. The assessment will consist of the following components: participation and engagement (20 points),
quality of written work and analysis (40 points), creativity and originality of visual project (20 points), and depth
of reflection and feedback (20 points).

Assessment Rubric: Evaluation Criteria

Review the assessment rubric and evaluate your own work based on the criteria. Consider the following
questions: What are your strengths and weaknesses in each area? How can you improve your performance in
future lessons? What are your goals for the next lesson or project?
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