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Introduction to Phonemes and Graphemes

Phonemes are the smallest units of sound in a language, and graphemes are the written representations of
these sounds. Understanding phonemes and graphemes is crucial for reading and spelling skills.

In this guide, we will focus on the phonemes [s] and [3:]. The graphemes for [3] include "u", "e", "a", and "o",

while the graphemes for [3:] include "ee’, "ea", and "e".

Phoneme Recognition

Identify the phoneme [9] in the word "about”.

1.A)/a/
2.B) /a/
3.C) /o/
4.D) /u/
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Phoneme Recognition (continued)

Write a word that contains the phoneme [3:].

nn n_n

Match the phoneme [a] with a picture (e.g. "a" in "cat” or "e" in "pet”).

Grapheme Identification

Identify the grapheme for the phoneme [a] in the word "run".

1.A)u
2.B)e
3.C)a
4.D)o
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Grapheme Identification (continued)

Write a word that contains the grapheme for the phoneme [3:].

Match the grapheme for the phoneme [a] with a picture (e.g. "u"in "but" or "e" in "pet").

Reading Comprehension

Read the sentence "l like to eat pizza" and choose the correct answer: What is the main topic of the sentence?

1. A) Food

2. B) Sports
3. C) Animals
4.D) Travel
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Reading Comprehension (continued)

Read the sentence "The cat is sleeping” and answer: What is the cat doing?

Read the sentence "l have a dog" and match it with a picture.

Differentiation Options

For struggling students, provide additional support by reading the questions aloud, offering visual aids to help
with phoneme and grapheme recognition, and allowing students to use a word bank or phoneme chart to help
with answers.

For advanced students, provide additional challenges by adding more complex sentences or
questions, encouraging students to create their own sentences using phonemes [g] and [3:], and
allowing students to complete the assessment independently and then discuss their answers in a
small group setting.
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Teaching Tips

Use Bloom's Taxonomy to align questioning with learning objectives.
Incorporate multiple intelligence approaches to support student learning.
Provide clear success criteria and feedback opportunities to students.

Use evidence collection methods to inform instruction.

Conclusion

This guide is designed to evaluate student understanding of phonemes [a] and [3:], graphemes, and reading
comprehension skills.

The guide is aligned with the Algerian curriculum and caters to mixed-ability students.

Use the results of this assessment to inform future instruction and support student learning.
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Advanced Concepts

In this section, we will delve into the more complex aspects of phonemes and graphemes, exploring how they
interact with other linguistic elements to form meaningful words and sentences. Understanding these advanced
concepts is crucial for developing a deeper appreciation of language and improving reading and writing skills.

Case Study: Phoneme Blending

Phoneme blending is the process of combining individual phonemes to form a word. For example, the word

‘cat" can be broken down into the phonemes /k/, /a&/, and /t/. By blending these phonemes together, we can
form the word "cat". This process is essential for reading and spelling, as it allows us to decode and encode
words.

Example: Phoneme Segmentation
Phoneme segmentation is the process of breaking down a word into its individual phonemes. For example, the

word "dog" can be segmented into the phonemes /d/, /o/, and /g/. This process is important for spelling and
writing, as it allows us to identify the individual sounds within a word.
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Phoneme Manipulation

Phoneme manipulation involves changing or rearranging the phonemes within a word to form a new word. This
can involve adding, deleting, or substituting phonemes. For example, the word "cat" can be changed to "hat" by
substituting the phoneme /k/ with the phoneme /h/. This process is important for developing phonological
awareness and improving reading and spelling skills.

Activity: Phoneme Manipulation

Provide students with a set of words and ask them to manipulate the phonemes to form new words. For
example, provide the word "cat” and ask students to change the phoneme /k/ to /m/ to form the word

mat’.

Reflection
Reflect on the importance of phoneme manipulation in developing phonological awareness and improving

reading and spelling skills. Consider how this skill can be applied in the classroom to support student
learning.
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Grapheme-Phoneme Correspondence

Grapheme-phoneme correspondence refers to the relationship between graphemes (written symbols) and
phonemes (sounds). Understanding this correspondence is crucial for reading and spelling, as it allows us to
decode and encode words. For example, the grapheme "c" corresponds to the phoneme /k/, while the grapheme

a" corresponds to the phoneme /ae/.

Case Study: Grapheme-Phoneme Correspondence

The word "cat" can be broken down into the graphemes "c", "a", and "t", which correspond to the phonemes /k/, /
2/, and /t/. By understanding the grapheme-phoneme correspondence, we can decode the word "cat" and read

it correctly.
Example: Grapheme-Phoneme Correspondence
The grapheme "ch" corresponds to the phoneme /tf/, while the grapheme "sh" corresponds to the phoneme //.

Understanding these correspondences is important for reading and spelling, as it allows us to decode and
encode words correctly.
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Assessment and Intervention

Assessing student understanding of phonemes and graphemes is crucial for identifying areas of strength and
weakness. Teachers can use a variety of assessment tools, including phoneme segmentation and blending
tasks, to evaluate student knowledge. Intervention strategies, such as phoneme manipulation and grapheme-
phoneme correspondence instruction, can be used to support students who are struggling with these concepts.

Activity: Assessment and Intervention

Provide students with a phoneme segmentation task, such as segmenting the word "cat" into its individual
phonemes. Use the results of this task to identify areas of strength and weakness and provide targeted
intervention strategies to support student learning.

Reflection

Reflect on the importance of assessment and intervention in supporting student learning. Consider how
teachers can use assessment data to inform instruction and provide targeted support to students who are
struggling with phonemes and graphemes.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, phonemes and graphemes are fundamental concepts in language and literacy. Understanding the
relationship between these concepts is crucial for developing phonological awareness, improving reading and
spelling skills, and supporting student learning. By providing teachers with the knowledge and skills to teach
phonemes and graphemes effectively, we can improve student outcomes and support the development of
literate and informed citizens.

Case Study: Effective Instruction

A teacher uses a variety of instructional strategies, including phoneme manipulation and grapheme-phoneme
correspondence instruction, to support student learning. The teacher assesses student understanding regularly
and provides targeted intervention strategies to support students who are struggling. As a result, student
outcomes improve, and students develop a deeper understanding of phonemes and graphemes.

Example: Effective Instruction

A teacher uses a phoneme segmentation task to assess student understanding of phonemes. The teacher then
uses the results of this task to inform instruction and provide targeted support to students who are struggling.
The teacher also provides opportunities for students to practice phoneme manipulation and grapheme-
phoneme correspondence, supporting the development of phonological awareness and improving reading and
spelling skills.
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Reflection

Reflect on the importance of referencing sources in academic and professional work. Consider how
referencing sources supports the development of credible and informed writing.

Copyright 2024 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



Glossary

The following terms are used in this guide:
¢ Phoneme: a unit of sound in a language

e Grapheme: a written symbol that represents a phoneme
¢ Phonological awareness: the ability to hear and manipulate phonemes

Example: Glossary

The term "phoneme" refers to a unit of sound in a language, such as the sound /k/ in the word "cat". The term
"grapheme" refers to a written symbol that represents a phoneme, such as the letter "c" in the word "cat".
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Introduction to Phonemes and Graphemes

Phonemes are the smallest units of sound in a language, and graphemes are the written representations of
these sounds. Understanding phonemes and graphemes is crucial for reading and spelling skills.

In this guide, we will focus on the phonemes [s] and [3:]. The graphemes for [3] include "u", "e", "a", and "o",

while the graphemes for [3:] include "ee’, "ea", and "e".

Phoneme Recognition

Identify the phoneme [3] in the word "about”.

1.A)/a/
2.B) /a/
3.C) /o/
4.D) /u/
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Phoneme Recognition (continued)

Write a word that contains the phoneme [3:].

nn n_n

Match the phoneme [a] with a picture (e.g. "a" in "cat" or "e" in "pet").

Grapheme Identification

Identify the grapheme for the phoneme [a] in the word "run".

1.A)u
2.B)e
3.C)a
4.D)o
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Grapheme Identification (continued)

Write a word that contains the grapheme for the phoneme [3:].

Match the grapheme for the phoneme [a] with a picture (e.g. "u" in "but" or "e" in "pet”).

Reading Comprehension

Read the sentence "l like to eat pizza" and choose the correct answer: What is the main topic of the sentence?

1. A) Food

2. B) Sports
3. C) Animals
4.D) Travel
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Reading Comprehension (continued)

Read the sentence "The cat is sleeping” and answer: What is the cat doing?

Read the sentence "l have a dog" and match it with a picture.

Differentiation Options

For struggling students, provide additional support by reading the questions aloud, offering visual aids to help
with phoneme and grapheme recognition, and allowing students to use a word bank or phoneme chart to help
with answers.

For advanced students, provide additional challenges by adding more complex sentences or
questions, encouraging students to create their own sentences using phonemes [s] and [3:], and
allowing students to complete the assessment independently and then discuss their answers in a
small group setting.
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Teaching Tips

Use Bloom's Taxonomy to align questioning with learning objectives.
Incorporate multiple intelligence approaches to support student learning.
Provide clear success criteria and feedback opportunities to students.

Use evidence collection methods to inform instruction.

Conclusion

This guide is designed to evaluate student understanding of phonemes [a] and [3:], graphemes, and reading
comprehension skills.

The guide is aligned with the Algerian curriculum and caters to mixed-ability students.

Use the results of this assessment to inform future instruction and support student learning.
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