
Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: Music Education
Unit Title: Creating Your Own Music Playlist and
Discovering New Artists with Online Tools and
Resources
Grade Level: 8
Lesson Number: 1 of 10

Duration: 60 minutes
Date: March 10, 2024
Teacher: Ms. Johnson
Room: Music Room 101

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

Understand the concept of music curation and discovery
Learn to create a personalized music playlist using online tools and resources
Develop critical thinking skills through music analysis and evaluation

Skills Standards:

Use technology to create and edit music playlists
Develop self-expression and creativity through music selection and playlist creation
Cultivate critical thinking skills through music analysis and evaluation

Cross-Curricular Links:

Language Arts: writing and communication skills
Technology: online music platforms and tools
Art: music appreciation and criticism

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

What is the importance of music curation and discovery in our daily lives?
How can we use online tools and resources to create personalized music playlists?
What are the benefits of critical thinking and self-expression through music?

Enduring Understandings:

Music curation and discovery are essential skills for personal and cultural enrichment
Online tools and resources can facilitate music discovery and playlist creation
Critical thinking and self-expression are vital components of music appreciation and criticism

Student Context Analysis

Class Profile:

Total Students: 25
ELL Students: 5
IEP/504 Plans: 3
Gifted: 2

Learning Styles Distribution:

Visual: 40%
Auditory: 30%
Kinesthetic: 30%
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Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

Arrange desks in a collaborative configuration
Ensure access to computers or laptops with internet connection
Prepare online music platforms and tools for student use

Technology Needs:

Computers or laptops with internet connection
Headphones or earbuds for each student
Online music platforms and tools (e.g. Spotify, Apple Music, YouTube Music)

Materials Preparation:

Whiteboard and markers
Handouts with guided instructions and activities
Online resources and tutorials for music playlist creation

Safety Considerations:

Ensure students understand online safety and etiquette guidelines
Monitor student activity during online music platform use
Provide guidance on copyright and fair use of music

Detailed Lesson Flow

Introduction to Music Playlists (10 minutes)

Introduce the concept of music playlists and their importance in music curation and discovery
Ask students to share their favorite songs and artists and create a collaborative playlist
Discuss the benefits of creating personalized playlists, such as enhancing mood, focus, and overall
well-being

Online Music Platforms (20 minutes)

Introduce online music streaming platforms, such as Spotify, Apple Music, and YouTube Music
Demonstrate how to create a playlist, add songs, and discover new artists using these platforms
Discuss the features and benefits of each platform, including playlist recommendations, artist radio,
and music discovery algorithms

Playlist Creation (30 minutes)

Guide students through the process of creating their own music playlists using online platforms
Encourage students to think critically about playlist themes, song selection, and playlist titles
Circulate around the room to assist students and provide feedback on their playlists
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Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners:

Provide additional support and guidance
during playlist creation
Offer one-on-one assistance with online
music platforms and tools
Encourage students to work in pairs or small
groups for collaborative learning

For Advanced Learners:

Provide additional challenges and
extensions, such as creating a playlist for a
specific theme or genre
Encourage students to explore advanced
features of online music platforms and tools
Allow students to work independently and
create their own music playlists

ELL Support Strategies:

Provide visual aids and graphic organizers to support language development
Offer bilingual resources and support for students with limited English proficiency
Encourage students to use online translation tools and resources

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

Encourage students to reflect on their emotions and moods when creating playlists
Discuss the importance of self-expression and creativity in music selection and playlist creation
Foster a sense of community and shared learning through collaborative playlist creation

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

Observe student participation and engagement during playlist creation
Review student playlists for understanding and completion
Provide feedback and guidance throughout the lesson

Success Criteria:

Students can create a personalized music playlist using online platforms and tools
Students can demonstrate an understanding of music curation and discovery
Students can think critically about playlist themes, song selection, and playlist titles

Feedback Methods:

Verbal feedback and guidance during the lesson
Written feedback and comments on student playlists
Peer feedback and review of student playlists
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Student Activities

Create a Music Playlist:

Students will create their own music playlist using an online platform
Students will think critically about playlist themes, song selection, and playlist titles
Students will demonstrate an understanding of music curation and discovery

Discover New Artists:

Students will use online music platforms and tools to discover new artists and genres
Students will explore features such as "Discover Weekly" on Spotify and "New Music Mix" on Apple
Music
Students will demonstrate an understanding of music discovery and exploration

Share and Feedback:

Students will share their playlists with the class and provide feedback on each other's creations
Students will discuss their playlist themes, song selection, and artist discoveries
Students will foster a sense of community and shared learning through collaborative playlist creation

Reflection and Evaluation

Reflection:

Students will reflect on their learning and evaluate the effectiveness of the lesson
Students will think critically about their playlist creation and music discovery experiences
Students will demonstrate an understanding of music curation and discovery

Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated on their participation and engagement during the lesson
Students will be evaluated on their understanding and completion of the playlist creation activity
Students will be evaluated on their ability to think critically about playlist themes, song selection, and
playlist titles
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Teaching Strategies

Start with a Hook:

Begin the lesson by asking students to share their favorite songs or artists
Use this as a starting point to introduce the concept of music curation and discovery
Encourage students to think critically about their music preferences and tastes

Use Real-World Examples:

Use real-world examples of music playlists and online music platforms to illustrate key concepts and
ideas
Discuss the features and benefits of each platform, including playlist recommendations, artist radio,
and music discovery algorithms
Encourage students to explore and discover new music and artists

Encourage Student Autonomy:

Encourage students to take ownership of their learning by allowing them to create their own playlists
and explore online music platforms independently
Provide guidance and support as needed, but also allow students to make their own decisions and
choices
Foster a sense of autonomy and self-directed learning

Technology Integration

Online Music Platforms:

Spotify
Apple Music
YouTube Music

Music Discovery Tools:

"Discover Weekly" on Spotify
"New Music Mix" on Apple Music
Music discovery algorithms and recommendations
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Conclusion

In conclusion, this lesson plan provides a comprehensive guide for teaching students how to create their
own music playlist and discover new artists using online tools and resources. By following this lesson plan,
students will develop essential skills in music curation and discovery, critical thinking, and self-expression.

Appendix

Online Music Platforms:

Spotify: https://www.spotify.com
Apple Music: https://www.apple.com/music
YouTube Music: https://www.youtube.com/music

Music Genre Resources:

Rock: https://www.rockhall.com
Pop: https://www.popmusic.com
Hip-Hop: https://www.hiphopdx.com

Page 0 of 7

https://www.spotify.com/
https://www.apple.com/music
https://www.youtube.com/music
https://www.rockhall.com/
https://www.popmusic.com/
https://www.hiphopdx.com/


Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Assessment and Evaluation

Formative Assessment:

Observe student participation and engagement during the lesson
Review student playlists for understanding and completion
Provide feedback and guidance throughout the lesson

Summative Assessment:

Evaluate student understanding and completion of the playlist creation activity
Assess student ability to think critically about playlist themes, song selection, and playlist titles
Evaluate student ability to demonstrate an understanding of music curation and discovery

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

What challenges do I anticipate?
Which students might need extra support?
What backup plans should I have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

What went well?
What would I change?
Next steps for instruction?
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