
Analyzing the Impact of World War 2 on Civilians and
Society

Introduction (10 minutes)

Read the introduction to understand the context of the worksheet:

World War 2 was a pivotal moment in history that had a profound impact on civilians and society. This
worksheet is designed to engage 14-year-old students in a comprehensive exploration of the human
experience during this time, using personal stories and multimedia resources. Through this journey,
students will develop critical thinking skills, historical awareness, and a nuanced perspective on the
consequences of global conflict.

Understanding the Human Impact (15 minutes)

Answer the following questions:

1. What were the main causes of World War 2?

2. How did World War 2 affect civilians in Britain?

3. What was the role of women in World War 2?
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Personal Stories (20 minutes)

Read the following personal story:

"I was evacuated from London to the countryside during World War 2. I was only 10 years old at the time. I
remember the sound of air raid sirens and the smell of smoke from the bombings."

Answer the following questions:

1. What emotions do you think the author experienced during this time?

2. How did the evacuation affect the author's life?

3. What can we learn from the author's story about the impact of World War 2 on civilians?

Critical Analysis of Sources (20 minutes)

Answer the following questions:

1. What is the difference between a primary and secondary source?

2. How can we use personal stories to understand the impact of World War 2 on civilians?

3. What are some potential biases or limitations of using personal stories as historical sources?
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Source Analysis (20 minutes)

Analyze the following primary source:

A photograph of a bombed-out street in London during World War 2

Answer the following questions:

1. What does the photograph tell us about the impact of World War 2 on civilians?

2. How does the photograph make you feel?

3. What questions do you have about the photograph and its context?

Empathy and Historical Perspective (20 minutes)

Answer the following questions:

1. Why is it important to study the impact of World War 2 on civilians and society?

2. How can we use historical events to understand contemporary issues and societal values?

3. What can we learn from the experiences of individuals who lived during World War 2?
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Reflective Journal (20 minutes)

Write a reflective journal entry from the perspective of a civilian living during World War 2:

1. What are your thoughts and feelings about the war?

2. How has the war affected your daily life?

3. What do you hope for the future?

Multimedia Resources (20 minutes)

Answer the following questions:

1. What are some examples of multimedia resources that can be used to learn about World War 2?

2. How can we use multimedia resources to analyze the impact of World War 2 on civilians and
society?

3. What are some potential limitations or biases of using multimedia resources as historical sources?
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Multimedia Presentation (25 minutes)

Create a short multimedia presentation (video, podcast, or infographic) about a specific aspect of how World
War 2 affected civilians:

1. What is your topic and why is it important?

2. How will you use multimedia resources to support your argument?

3. What conclusions can you draw from your research?

Group Discussion (20 minutes)

Participate in a group discussion on the following topic:

What are some common misconceptions about World War 2 and its impact on civilians and society?

Answer the following questions:

1. What are the arguments for and against focusing on the military aspects of war?

2. How can we use evidence to support our arguments?

3. What are the implications of our conclusions for our understanding of World War 2 and its impact on
civilians and society?
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Real-World Connections (20 minutes)

Answer the following questions:

1. How does the impact of World War 2 on civilians and society relate to contemporary issues and
societal values?

2. What can we learn from the experiences of individuals who lived during World War 2 about the
importance of empathy and understanding in international relations?

3. How can we apply the lessons of World War 2 to current global challenges?

Case Study (25 minutes)

Research and present on a specific aspect of the impact of World War 2 on civilians and society:

1. What is your topic and why is it important?

2. How will you use evidence to support your argument?

3. What conclusions can you draw from your research?
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Reflection and Evaluation (20 minutes)

Answer the following questions:

1. What have you learned about the impact of World War 2 on civilians and society?

2. How has your understanding of the topic changed over the course of this worksheet?

3. What would you like to learn more about in future lessons?

Reflective Essay (30 minutes)

Write a reflective essay on your learning journey throughout this worksheet:

1. What were some of the most significant things you learned?

2. How did your understanding of the topic change over time?

3. What implications do your conclusions have for your understanding of World War 2 and its impact on
civilians and society?
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Conclusion (10 minutes)

Read the conclusion to summarize your learning:

In conclusion, analyzing the impact of World War 2 on civilians and society through personal stories and
multimedia resources is a powerful way to engage students and promote deeper understanding of this
pivotal moment in history. Through this worksheet, students have developed critical thinking skills,
historical awareness, and a nuanced perspective on the consequences of global conflict.

Additional Resources (10 minutes)

Explore the following resources for further learning:

BBC History - World War 2
The Imperial War Museum's "What was the Blitz?"
"The Diary of a Young Girl" by Anne Frank
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Assessment (20 minutes)

Answer the following assessment questions:

1. What were the main causes of World War 2?

2. How did World War 2 affect civilians in Britain?

3. What was the role of women in World War 2?
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