
Introduction to The Boy at the Top of the Mountain and
Author John Boyne

Welcome to the Resource Pack

This educational resource pack is designed to introduce students to the novel "The Boy at the Top of the
Mountain" by John Boyne. The pack is suitable for 14-year-old students and aims to provide an engaging and
interactive learning experience.

The novel explores themes of identity, morality, and the complexities of human nature, set against the
backdrop of World War II. Through this resource pack, students will analyze the plot and characters,
evaluate the historical context, and develop critical thinking and empathy skills.

About the Novel

Read the following summary of the novel and answer the questions that follow:

"The Boy at the Top of the Mountain" is a thought-provoking novel that follows the journey of Pierrot, a
young boy who is sent to live with his aunt in the French Alps during World War II. As Pierrot navigates his
new surroundings, he must confront the harsh realities of war and the complexities of human nature.

1. What is the main plot of the novel?

2. What themes are explored in the novel?

3. What is the significance of the setting in the novel?
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About the Author

Read the following biography of John Boyne and answer the questions that follow:

John Boyne is an Irish novelist known for his historical fiction and young adult literature. His writing style
is characterized by vivid imagery, complex characters, and exploration of themes that resonate with
readers of all ages.

1. What genre of literature is John Boyne known for writing?

2. What are some common themes in John Boyne's writing?

3. What is unique about John Boyne's writing style?

Learning Objectives

By the end of this resource pack, students will be able to:

1. Analyze the plot and characters of "The Boy at the Top of the Mountain"
2. Evaluate the historical context of the novel and its relevance to contemporary issues
3. Identify and explain literary devices used by the author
4. Develop critical thinking and empathy skills through discussions and activities
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Character Analysis

Read the following character description and answer the questions that follow:

Pierrot is the protagonist of the novel. He is a young boy who is sent to live with his aunt in the French Alps
during World War II. Pierrot is curious, brave, and determined, but also struggles with his own identity and
sense of belonging.

1. What are Pierrot's strengths and weaknesses?

2. How does Pierrot's character develop throughout the story?

3. What motivates Pierrot's actions and decisions?

Historical Context

Read the following historical context and answer the questions that follow:

World War II was a global conflict that lasted from 1939 to 1945. The war had a profound impact on the
world, causing widespread destruction, loss of life, and social and economic change.

1. What is the historical context of the novel?

2. How does the novel portray the experiences of individuals during World War II?

3. What can we learn from the novel about the importance of empathy and understanding?
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Literary Devices

Read the following literary devices and answer the questions that follow:

John Boyne uses a range of literary devices in "The Boy at the Top of the Mountain", including symbolism,
foreshadowing, and imagery.

1. What literary devices does the author use to convey themes and ideas?

2. How does the author use symbolism in the novel? What symbols are used and what do they
represent?

3. What role does foreshadowing play in the novel?

Discussion Questions

Discuss the following questions in small groups:

1. What are the main themes of the novel? How are they developed throughout the story?

2. How does the novel relate to contemporary issues such as bullying, prejudice, and social justice?

3. What message do you think the author is trying to convey through the novel?
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Creative Writing

Choose one of the following creative writing activities:

1. Write a diary entry from Pierrot's perspective, exploring his thoughts and feelings about his
experiences.

2. Imagine you are a character in the novel. Write a short story about your experiences during World
War II.

[Space for creative writing]

Reflection and Conclusion

Reflect on what you have learned throughout this resource pack and answer the following questions:

1. What was the most surprising thing you learned about the novel or its author?

2. How will this learning change your actions or perspectives in the future?

3. What questions do you still have about the novel or its themes?
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Assessment

Complete the following assessment tasks:

1. Complete all activities and questions throughout the resource pack
2. Participate in class discussions and share your thoughts and insights
3. Submit your creative writing piece for feedback and assessment

Extension Activities

Choose one of the following extension activities:

1. Research the historical context of the novel and create a timeline of key events
2. Create a visual project, such as a poster or infographic, that represents the novel's themes and

characters
3. Write a book review or recommendation for "The Boy at the Top of the Mountain"
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