
Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Writing Your First Short Story with
Interactive Prompts and Games
Grade Level: 6-8
Lesson Number: 1 of 10

Duration: 60 minutes
Date: [Insert Date]
Teacher: [Insert Teacher Name]
Room: [Insert Room Number]

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6-8.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear structure.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6-8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

Skills Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6-8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and whole-class) to build on others' ideas and express their own clearly.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6-8.2: Analyze and interpret information and ideas from a variety of sources,
including texts, images, and multimedia.

Cross-Curricular Links:

Technology: Students will use digital tools to create and share their writing.
Art: Students will use descriptive language to create vivid imagery in their writing.

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

What are the key elements of a short story?
How can I use descriptive language to create vivid imagery in my writing?
What are some strategies for developing believable characters?

Enduring Understandings:

Writing is a process that involves planning, drafting, revising, and editing.
Effective writers use descriptive language to create vivid imagery and engage their readers.
Believable characters are essential to a compelling story.

Student Context Analysis

Class Profile:

Total Students: 25
ELL Students: 5
IEP/504 Plans: 3
Gifted: 2

Learning Styles Distribution:

Visual: 40%
Auditory: 30%
Kinesthetic: 30%
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Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

Arrange desks in a circle for group discussion.
Set up a writing station with paper, pencils, and pens.

Technology Needs:

Computers or laptops with internet access.
Digital writing tools, such as Google Docs or Microsoft Word.

Materials Preparation:

Whiteboard and markers.
Printed copies of the lesson plan and handouts.

Safety Considerations:

Ensure students are aware of the classroom rules and expectations.
Encourage students to respect each other's opinions and ideas.

Detailed Lesson Flow

Pre-Class Setup (15 mins before)

Set up the room and technology.
Prepare materials and handouts.

Bell Work / Entry Task (5-7 mins)

Have students write a short paragraph about their favorite book or author.
Encourage students to share their writing with a partner or the class.

Opening/Hook (10 mins)

Introduce the concept of short story writing and its importance.
Use a hook to grab students' attention, such as a short story excerpt or a writing prompt.

Engagement Strategies:

Think-pair-share to encourage discussion and engagement.
Use visual aids, such as diagrams or charts, to illustrate key concepts.

Direct Instruction (20-25 mins)

Provide direct instruction on the key elements of a short story, including character, plot, setting, and
theme.
Use examples and illustrations to support student understanding.

Checking for Understanding:

Use formative assessments, such as quizzes or class discussions, to check for understanding.



Provide feedback to students on their understanding and adjust instruction as needed.

Guided Practice (25-30 mins)

Have students work in pairs or small groups to develop a character and plot for their short story.
Provide guidance and support as needed, using strategies such as scaffolding and feedback.

Scaffolding Strategies:

Provide temporary support and guidance to help students complete tasks.
Gradually release responsibility to students as they become more independent.

Independent Practice (20-25 mins)

Have students write the opening paragraph of their short story, incorporating their developed
character and plot.
Encourage students to use descriptive language and vivid imagery in their writing.

Closure (10 mins)

Have students share their writing with a partner or the class.
Provide feedback and encouragement to students.
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Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners:

Provide additional support and guidance
during independent practice.
Offer one-on-one instruction or small group
instruction.

For Advanced Learners:

Provide additional challenges and
extensions, such as writing a short story
from a different perspective.
Encourage students to use more complex
vocabulary and sentence structures.

ELL Support Strategies:

Provide visual aids and graphic organizers to support understanding.
Use simplified language and sentence structures.

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

Encourage students to reflect on their own emotions and experiences.
Use writing as a tool for self-expression and self-reflection.

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

Use quizzes or class discussions to check for understanding.
Provide feedback to students on their understanding and adjust instruction as needed.

Success Criteria:

Students will be able to identify and explain the key elements of a short story.
Students will be able to write a short story that incorporates descriptive language and vivid imagery.

Feedback Methods:

Verbal feedback during class discussions or one-on-one instruction.
Written feedback on student writing samples.

Homework & Extension Activities

Homework Assignment:

Have students write a short story using the character and plot they developed in class.

Extension Activities:

Have students create a visual representation of their short story, such as a comic strip or illustration.
Encourage students to share their writing with a partner or the class.

Parent/Guardian Connection:



Encourage parents or guardians to ask their child about their writing and provide feedback and support.

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

What challenges do I anticipate?
Which students might need extra support?
What backup plans should I have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

What went well?
What would I change?
Next steps for instruction?
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Introduction to Short Story Writing

Introduction:

Welcome to the world of creative writing! This lesson plan is designed to introduce you to the basics of
short story writing, focusing on character development, plot creation, and creative expression.

Objectives:

Recall the basic elements of a short story, including character, plot, setting, and theme.
Explain how characters, plot, and setting interact to create a compelling story.
Use interactive prompts and games to develop a character and plot for your own short story.

What is a Short Story?

Definition:

A short story is a work of fiction that is typically shorter than a novel and focuses on a single plot or
character.

Key Elements:

Character: The people or animals that inhabit the story.
Plot: The sequence of events that make up the story.
Setting: The time and place in which the story takes place.
Theme: The underlying message or idea of the story.
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Character Development

What is Character Development?

Character development is the process of creating and developing the characters in your story.

Why is Character Development Important?

Character development is essential to creating a compelling story, as it allows readers to connect with and
care about the characters.

Character Development Strategies

Character Profile:

Name
Age
Appearance
Personality
Background

Character Development Exercises:

Write a character sketch.
Create a character map.
Write a character's diary entry.
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Plot Creation

What is Plot?

Plot is the sequence of events that make up the story.

Why is Plot Important?

Plot is essential to creating a compelling story, as it provides the structure and direction for the narrative.

Plot Creation Strategies

Plot Structure:

Exposition
Rising Action
Climax
Falling Action
Resolution

Plot Development Exercises:

Write a plot outline.
Create a plot diagram.
Write a scene from the story.
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Writing Your Short Story

Getting Started:

Now that you have developed your character and plot, it's time to start writing your short story.

Writing Tips:

Use descriptive language to bring your story to life.
Show, don't tell, to create a more engaging narrative.
Use dialogue to reveal character and advance the plot.

Conclusion

Conclusion:

Congratulations! You have completed the lesson plan and are now ready to start writing your short story.

Next Steps:

Continue writing and revising your short story.
Share your work with others and receive feedback.
Keep practicing and experimenting with different writing styles and techniques.
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Assessment and Evaluation

Formative Assessment:

Formative assessment is an ongoing process of evaluating student learning and understanding during the
lesson.

Summative Assessment:

Summative assessment is a final evaluation of student learning and understanding at the end of the lesson.

Assessment Strategies

Quizzes and Tests:

Use quizzes and tests to assess student understanding of key concepts.
Provide feedback to students on their performance.

Class Discussions:

Use class discussions to assess student understanding and engagement.
Encourage students to participate and share their thoughts and ideas.
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Conclusion

Conclusion:

Congratulations! You have completed the lesson plan and are now ready to start teaching your students
about short story writing.

Next Steps:

Review and revise the lesson plan as needed.
Prepare any necessary materials and resources.
Deliver the lesson to your students and provide feedback and support as needed.

Appendix

Additional Resources:

Character development worksheets.
Plot mapping templates.
Writing prompts and exercises.
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Final Thoughts and Reflection

Final Thoughts:

Teaching short story writing can be a fun and rewarding experience for both you and your students.

Reflection:

What did you learn from this lesson plan?
How can you apply what you learned to your teaching practice?
What challenges do you anticipate and how will you overcome them?


