& PL NIT Analyzing "A Quilt of a Country” Homework Sheet

Student Name:

Class:

Due Date:

Introduction

In this homework sheet, we will explore the article "A Quilt of a Country" by Anna Quindlen, focusing on literary
devices, author's claims, and the significance of metaphors in understanding the text. Through this exploration,

you will develop critical thinking skills, enhance your understanding of literary analysis, and appreciate the
complexities of cultural identity.



Page 1: Understanding Literary Devices

1. What is a metaphor? Provide an example from the article "A Quilt of a Country".

2. How does the author use the metaphor of a quilt to describe America?

3. Identify and analyze a metaphor used in the text to describe American identity.



Page 2: Author's Claims

1. What claim does the author make about the American experience, and how is it supported by the text?

2. Analyze the author's use of evidence to support their claims about identity and culture.

3. How does the author's use of literary devices contribute to the overall meaning of the text?



Page 3: Annotating the Text

1. Annotate a selected paragraph from the article, highlighting key phrases, sentences, or paragraphs
that stand out to you.

2. Identify and explain the literary devices used in the annotated paragraph.

3. How does annotating the text help you understand the author's claims and metaphors?



Page 4: Reflective Essay

Write a reflective essay (about 250-300 words) on what you learned about literary analysis, the author's
claims, and the significance of metaphors in the text. How do these concepts relate to your own
experiences and observations about identity and community?



Page 5: Creative Writing

Write a short creative piece (poem or short story, about 200-250 words) that uses metaphors to describe
a personal experience or observation about identity, culture, or community. Include a brief explanation
(about 50-100 words) of the metaphors you used and why you chose them.



Page 6: Literary Device Scavenger Hunt

Find examples of literary devices (such as metaphors, similes, personification, etc.) in various texts,
including novels, poems, and even song lyrics. Present your findings in a multimedia presentation (e.g.,
PowerPoint, video) and explain how each device contributes to the text's meaning.



Page 7: Debate

Assign yourself a topic related to the article, such as the importance of diversity and inclusion in
American culture. Write a persuasive paragraph (about 150-200 words) arguing for or against the topic,
using evidence from the text to support your claims.



Page 8: Group Discussion

Imagine you are discussing the article "A Quilt of a Country" with your peers. Write a script (about 200-
250 words) for a group discussion, including questions, insights, and perspectives on the text's themes
and literary devices.



Page 9: Visual Project

Create a visual representation (e.g., infographic, poster, or digital presentation) of the quilt metaphor,
including how it represents the diversity of American culture and supports the author's claims. Write a
brief explanation (about 100-150 words) of your project and how it relates to the text.



Page 10: Reflection Questions

1. What did you learn about literary analysis and the author's claims in "A Quilt of a Country"?

2. How did the article's themes and literary devices relate to your own experiences and observations
about identity and community?

3. What would you like to learn more about in future lessons, and how can you apply the skills learned in
this lesson to other texts and contexts?



