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Introduction to Present Simple Tense

Welcome to the introduction to present simple tense for English language learners! This worksheet is
designed to help you learn and practice the present simple tense in a fun and interactive way.

The present simple tense is a fundamental aspect of English grammar, and its correct usage is vital for
effective communication. It is used to describe habits, routines, and general truths. For example:

I eat breakfast every morning. (habit)
She lives in New York. (general truth)
He never drinks coffee. (habit)
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What is the Present Simple Tense?

The present simple tense is used to describe habits, routines, and general truths. It is often used with adverbs
of frequency such as "always," "usually," or "never."

For example:

I always eat breakfast at 8:00 am.
She usually studies English every morning.
He never drinks coffee.
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Activity 1: Fill in the Blanks

Complete the following sentences using the present simple tense:

1. I ____________________ (eat) breakfast every morning.
2. She ____________________ (live) in New York.
3. He ____________________ (never) drink coffee.

Verb Conjugation

The present simple tense has a specific verb conjugation. The base form of the verb is used for the first and
second person singular, and the third person plural. The third person singular adds -s or -es to the base form.

For example:

I go (first person singular)
you go (second person singular)
he/she/it goes (third person singular)
we go (first person plural)
they go (third person plural)
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Activity 2: Verb Conjugation Practice

Complete the following sentences using the correct form of the verb in the present simple tense:

1. I ____________________ (go) to the store every day.
2. She ____________________ (study) English every morning.
3. He ____________________ (work) as a doctor.
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Sentence Structure

The present simple tense typically follows the subject-verb-object word order.

For example:

I (subject) eat (verb) breakfast (object) every morning.
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Activity 3: Sentence Building

Build the following sentences using the present simple tense:

1. I / eat / breakfast / every morning
2. She / live / in New York
3. He / never / drink / coffee

Common Exceptions

There are some common exceptions to the present simple tense, such as the use of the auxiliary verb "do" for
questions and negations, and the use of the base form of the verb for the third person singular.

For example:

Do you like coffee? (question)
She doesn't live in London. (negation)
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Activity 4: Exception Practice

Complete the following sentences using the correct form of the verb in the present simple tense:

1. Do you ____________________ (like) coffee?
2. She ____________________ (not) live in London.
3. He ____________________ (not) work as a doctor.
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Adverbs of Frequency

Adverbs of frequency such as "always," "usually," or "never" are often used with the present simple tense.

For example:

I always eat breakfast at 8:00 am.
She usually studies English every morning.
He never drinks coffee.
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Activity 5: Adverb Practice

Complete the following sentences using the correct form of the adverb:

1. I ____________________ (always) eat breakfast at 8:00 am.
2. She ____________________ (usually) study English every morning.
3. He ____________________ (never) drink coffee.

Review

Review the present simple tense by completing the following sentences:

1. I ____________________ (eat) breakfast every morning.
2. She ____________________ (live) in New York.
3. He ____________________ (work) as a doctor.
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Writing Activity

Write a short paragraph using the present simple tense to describe your daily routine. Use at least three
examples of the present simple tense.
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Role-Play

Practice using the present simple tense in context by role-playing a conversation with a partner. Use the
following scenario:

You are a student, and your partner is a teacher. Ask your partner about their daily routine using the
present simple tense.
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Assessment

Assess your understanding of the present simple tense by completing the following quiz:

1. What is the present simple tense used for?
a) To describe habits and routines
b) To describe future plans
c) To describe past events

2. What is the correct form of the verb in the present simple tense for the third person singular?
a) -s
b) -es
c) -ing

ELL/ESL Support Strategies

The following strategies can be used to support English language learners:

Provide visual aids such as diagrams and charts to illustrate the verb conjugation and sentence
structure.
Offer scaffolded instruction and feedback to support learners' understanding.
Use authentic materials such as news articles and videos to provide context and practice.
Encourage learner participation and engagement through role-plays and group work.
Provide opportunities for learners to reflect on their learning and set goals for further improvement.
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Advanced Concepts

The present simple tense can also be used to describe future events that are scheduled or planned. For example: "I fly to New York
tomorrow." This usage is often referred to as the "future simple" or "scheduled future". It is commonly used with adverbs such as
"tomorrow", "next week", or "next month".

Example

The train leaves at 8:00 am tomorrow. (scheduled future)

Activity 6: Future Simple Practice

Complete the following sentences using the future simple tense:

1. I ____________________ (fly) to New York tomorrow.
2. She ____________________ (start) her new job next week.
3. He ____________________ (graduate) from university next month.

Common Mistakes

One common mistake made by English language learners is the incorrect use of the present simple tense with stative verbs. Stative
verbs, such as "be", "have", and "know", are not typically used in the present simple tense to describe temporary or changing
situations.

Case Study

For example, the sentence "I am being happy" is incorrect because "be" is a stative verb and should be used in the present simple
tense as "I am happy".

Activity 7: Stative Verbs Practice

Complete the following sentences using the correct form of the stative verb:

1. I ____________________ (be) happy when I am with my friends.
2. She ____________________ (have) a lot of money.
3. He ____________________ (know) the answer to the question.

Teaching Tips

When teaching the present simple tense to English language learners, it is essential to provide clear explanations and examples. The
use of visual aids, such as diagrams and charts, can help learners understand the verb conjugation and sentence structure.

Example

For example, a teacher can use a diagram to illustrate the difference between the present simple and present continuous tenses.
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Activity 8: Teaching Practice

Design a lesson plan to teach the present simple tense to a group of English language learners. Include a clear explanation,
examples, and practice activities.

Assessment and Evaluation

Assessing and evaluating learners' understanding of the present simple tense is crucial to ensure they have grasped the concept.
Teachers can use a variety of assessment tools, such as quizzes, tests, and assignments, to evaluate learners' knowledge.

Case Study

For example, a teacher can use a quiz to assess learners' ability to use the present simple tense correctly in sentences.

Activity 9: Assessment Practice

Create a quiz to assess learners' understanding of the present simple tense. Include a variety of question types, such as multiple-
choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the present simple tense is a fundamental aspect of English grammar, and its correct usage is vital for effective
communication. By providing clear explanations, examples, and practice activities, teachers can help English language learners
master the present simple tense and improve their overall language skills.

Reflection

Reflect on what you have learned about the present simple tense. How can you apply this knowledge in your own teaching
practice?
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Appendix

The following appendix provides additional resources and support for teachers and learners, including grammar guides, worksheets,
and answer keys.

Example

For example, a grammar guide can provide a detailed explanation of the present simple tense, including its usage, verb conjugation,
and sentence structure.

Activity 10: Resource Review

Review the additional resources provided in the appendix. How can you use these resources to support your teaching and learning?
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