Global Education Systems

A Comparative Analysis: South Korea & United States

System Overview

South Korea United States

e Centralized national curriculum

Decentralized state-based system

e Strong emphasis on academic excellence

Focus on holistic development

¢ Rigorous standardized testing

Multiple assessment methods

Extended school hours (8AM-4PM+)

Standard school hours (8AM-3PM)

High-pressure learning environment Emphasis on extracurricular activities

Cultural Context

‘ Cultural values significantly shape educational approaches and expectations in both countries.

m South Korea United States

Collectivism, Hierarchy, Academic

Core Values Individualism, Diversity, Personal Growth
Excellence
Success ) ) o Multiple Pathways, Balanced
, Test Scores, University Admission )
Metrics Achievement

Social Pressure ~ Very High Moderate to High



Academic Structure

South Korean Curriculum U.S. Curriculum

o Mandatory Subijects: Core Requirements:

o Korean Language o English Language Arts
o Mathematics o Mathematics

o English o Science

o Science o Social Studies

Extensive elective choices

o Social Studies

o Limited elective options AP/IB program options

Career/Technical tracks

o Intensive test preparation

o After-school academies (hagwons)

Key Performance Metrics

98% 85% 70%
High School Completion Rate High School Completion Rate College Enroliment Rate
(SK) (US)

Teaching Approaches

m South Korea United States

Class Size 30-40 students 20-30 students

Teaching Style Teacher-centered, lecture-based Student-centered, interactive

Assessment Focus Standardized tests Multiple assessment types



Student Life and Well-being

South Korean Experience U.S. Experience

Daily Schedule: Daily Schedule:

o 8AM-4PM: Regular classes o 8AM-3PM: Regular classes
o 4PM-10PM: Additional study o 3PM-6PM: Activities/Sports
o Limited free time o More balanced free time

o High stress levels Moderate stress levels

Balanced achievement focus

e Focus on academic achievement

o Limited extracurricular activities Diverse extracurricular options

Future Trends and Implications

‘ Both systems are evolving to address modern educational needs and challenges.

_ Emerging Trends Implications

Technology Digital learning platforms, Al-assisted Enhanced personalization, Global
Integration education accessibility
Curriculum Reform STEAM focus, 21st-century skills Better preparation for future careers

] ) Improved learning outcomes, healthier
Student Well-being Mental health support, stress reduction tudent
students
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