
Understanding Computing Legislation and Ethics: A
Comprehensive Guide for 14-Year-Olds

Introduction

As a 14-year-old student, it is essential to understand the fundamental concepts of computing legislation and
ethics. This guide will introduce you to the terms 'privacy', 'legal', 'ethical', 'environmental', and 'cultural' and
explain their relevance to computing.

Activity 1: Headline Analysis

Read the following headlines and identify which term ('legislation/law', 'ethics', 'cultural', 'environmental',
'privacy', or 'impact') is most relevant to each headline.

1. Example Headline 1: "Company Fined for Data Breach"
2. Example Headline 2: "New Social Media Platform Raises Concerns over User Privacy"
3. Example Headline 3: "Environmental Impact of E-Waste from Discarded Computers"
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Activity 2: Data Protection Principles

Complete the following worksheet to demonstrate your understanding of the data protection principles.

1. What is the purpose of data protection legislation?
2. What are the key principles of data protection?
3. How can organisations ensure compliance with data protection legislation?

Worksheet

1. What is the difference between 'privacy' and 'security' in the context of computing?
2. What is the purpose of data legislation?
3. What are the key principles of data protection?
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Activity 3: 3-2-1 Reflection

Reflect on what you have learned throughout this guide. Write down:

1. 3 things you learned
2. 2 things you found interesting
3. 1 question you still have

Activity 4: Define the Terms

Put into your own words the terms 'privacy', 'legal', 'ethical', 'environmental', and 'cultural'. Provide examples of
how each term relates to computing.
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Activity 5: Research Task

Research a newsworthy item that has fallen foul of using computers to cause damage under one of the
categories covered in this guide (legislation/law, ethics, cultural, environmental, privacy, or impact). Write a
short report on the incident, including what happened, why it happened, and what measures can be taken to
prevent similar incidents in the future.

Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding computing legislation and ethics is crucial in today's digital age. By applying the
terms 'privacy', 'legal', 'ethical', 'environmental', and 'cultural', you can develop a deeper understanding of the
importance of responsible computing practices and the potential consequences of not following safety
protocols.
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Glossary

The following terms are used throughout this guide:

Privacy: The right to control personal information and protect it from unauthorized access.
Legal: Relating to the law or laws that govern a particular activity or behavior.
Ethical: Relating to moral principles or values that guide behavior.
Environmental: Relating to the natural world and the impact of human activity on it.
Cultural: Relating to the customs, values, and beliefs of a particular group or society.
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