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Introduction

Welcome to this worksheet on understanding the present and past simple tenses in sentence structure! This
worksheet is designed to help you practice and reinforce your knowledge of these essential grammar
concepts. By the end of this worksheet, you will be able to identify and use the present and past simple
tenses correctly in various sentence structures.

Present Simple Tense

The present simple tense is used to describe habits, routines, and general truths. It is formed using the base
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form of the verb, with the addition of "s" or "es" for the third person singular.
Examples:

| play soccer every Saturday.

She eats breakfast at 7 am.

Water freezes at 0 degrees Celsius.

Exercise 1:

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

1.1 (play) soccer every Saturday.
2. She (eat) breakfast at 7 am.
3. Water (freeze) at 0 degrees Celsius.
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Past Simple Tense

The past simple tense is used to describe completed actions in the past. It is formed using the past form of
the verb, which for regular verbs involves adding "ed" to the base form, and for irregular verbs, involves using
a completely different form.

Examples:

| walked to school yesterday.

She ate breakfast at 7 am yesterday.

The company was founded in 1990.

Exercise 2:

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

1.1 (walk) to school yesterday.
2. She (eat) breakfast at 7 am yesterday.
3. The company (found) in 1990.

Tense Consistency

Tense consistency is important to maintain clarity and coherence in writing and speaking. It is generally best
to maintain the same tense throughout a sentence or paragraph.

Examples:

| went to the store, and | bought some milk. (past simple tense consistency)

| am studying for my exam, and | will take it tomorrow. (present simple and future simple tense
consistency)

Exercise 3:

Identify the correct tense consistency in the following sentences.

1. 1 go to the store, and | buy some milk. (present simple tense consistency)

2. | went to the store, and | bought some milk. (past simple tense consistency)

3. I am studying for my exam, and | will take it tomorrow. (present simple and future simple tense
consistency)
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Sentence Building

Build your own sentences using the present and past simple tenses.
Exercise:

Write a sentence about your daily routine using the present simple tense.
Write a sentence about a past event using the past simple tense.

Write a sentence that combines both the present and past simple tenses.

Error Analysis

Identify and correct the errors in the following sentences.
Exercise:

| go to the store yesterday.
She eat breakfast at 7 am.

The company was found in 1990.

Copyright 2024 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



Tense Transformation

Transform the following sentences from the present simple to the past simple tense, or vice versa.
Exercise:

| play soccer every Saturday. (transform to past simple)
I walked to school yesterday. (transform to present simple)

She eats breakfast at 7 am. (transform to past simple)

Dialogue Completion

Complete the dialogue with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

Exercise:

Person A: What (you/do) yesterday?
Person B: | (go) to the park.

Person A: What (you/do) at the park?
Person B: | (play) soccer with my friends.
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Sentence Sorting

Sort the following sentences into two categories: present simple and past simple.
Exercise:

| eat breakfast at 7 am.
| went to the store yesterday.
She plays soccer every Saturday.

They ate dinner at 8 pm.

Review

Review what you have learned about the present and past simple tenses. Complete the following exercises to
reinforce your understanding.

Exercise:

Write a short paragraph about your daily routine using the present simple tense.
Write a short paragraph about a past event using the past simple tense.

Identify and correct the errors in the following sentences.
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Advanced Concepts

In this section, we will explore advanced concepts related to the present and past simple tenses. We will
examine how to use these tenses in more complex sentence structures, such as conditional sentences and
reported speech.

Examples:

If I won the lottery, | would buy a house. (conditional sentence using the present simple tense)

She said that she had eaten breakfast before she left for work. (reported speech using the past simple tense)

Exercise:

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

1.1f1 (win) the lottery, | would buy a house.
2. She said that she (eat) breakfast before she left for work.
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Conditional Sentences

Conditional sentences are used to express hypothetical or uncertain situations and their potential
consequences. The present simple tense is often used in the if-clause, while the future simple tense is used in
the main clause.

Case Study

A company is considering launching a new product. If the product is successful, the company will expand its
operations. (conditional sentence using the present simple tense in the if-clause and the future simple tense in
the main clause)

Exercise:

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

1. If the company (launch) the new product, it will be a success.
2. If the product (be) successful, the company will expand its operations.
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Reported Speech

Reported speech is used to report what someone said, using a different set of words. The past simple tense is
often used to report what someone said, even if the original statement was in the present simple tense.

Examples:

She said, "l am going to the store." (original statement in the present simple tense)

She said that she was going to the store. (reported speech using the past simple tense)
Exercise:

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

1. He said, "l (go) to the gym every day." (original statement in the present simple tense)
2. He said that he (go) to the gym every day. (reported speech using the past simple
tense)
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Mixed Tenses

Mixed tenses occur when two or more different tenses are used in the same sentence or paragraph. This can be
challenging, but it is an important aspect of English grammar.

Case Study

| had already eaten breakfast when | arrived at the office, but my colleague had not eaten yet. (mixed tenses
using the past perfect and past simple tenses)

Exercise:

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

1.1 (eat) breakfast before | arrived at the office, but my colleague
(not/eat) yet.
2. By the time | arrived at the party, they (already/eat) all the food.
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Error Analysis and Correction

In this section, we will analyze and correct common errors related to the present and past simple tenses. This
will help you to improve your grammar and avoid making mistakes in your writing and speaking.

Examples:

I go to the store yesterday. (error: incorrect use of the present simple tense instead of the past simple tense)

| went to the store yesterday. (correction: correct use of the past simple tense)
Exercise:

Identify and correct the errors in the following sentences.

1. | eat breakfast at 7 am yesterday. (error: incorrect use of the present simple tense instead of the past
simple tense)

2. She go to the gym every day. (error: incorrect use of the present simple tense instead of the present
simple tense with the correct subject-verb agreement)
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the present and past simple tenses are essential grammar concepts in English. Mastering these
tenses will help you to improve your writing and speaking skills, and to communicate more effectively in English.

Reflection

Take a few minutes to reflect on what you have learned in this module. What are the key takeaways? How
can you apply what you have learned to your own writing and speaking?
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