
Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: History
Unit Title: The Early American Republic and the
Principles of Democracy
Grade Level: 11-12
Lesson Number: 1 of 10

Duration: 90 minutes
Date: September 10, 2024
Teacher: John Doe
Room: 101

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

Understand the principles of democracy and the structure of the US government
Analyze the historical context of the Early American Republic

Skills Standards:

Critical thinking and problem-solving
Effective communication and collaboration

Cross-Curricular Links:

English Language Arts: reading and writing skills
Civics and Government: understanding of democratic principles

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

What are the core principles of democracy?
How did the Early American Republic shape the US government and democratic system?

Enduring Understandings:

Democracy is a system of government that values individual rights and freedoms
The Early American Republic played a significant role in shaping the US government and democratic
system

Student Context Analysis
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Class Profile:

Total Students: 25
ELL Students: 5
IEP/504 Plans: 3
Gifted: 2

Learning Styles Distribution:

Visual: 40%
Auditory: 30%
Kinesthetic: 30%
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Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

Arrange desks in a U-shape to facilitate discussion
Set up a projector and screen for presentations

Technology Needs:

Computer with internet access
Projector and screen

Materials Preparation:

Handouts with guided notes
Primary source documents

Safety Considerations:

Ensure all students have a safe and comfortable learning environment

Detailed Lesson Flow

Pre-Class Setup (15 mins before)

Set up the room and technology
Distribute handouts and materials

Bell Work / Entry Task (5-7 mins)

Have students write down what they think democracy means
Facilitate a class discussion to share thoughts and gauge prior knowledge

Opening/Hook (10 mins)

Introduce the topic of the Early American Republic and its significance
Use visual aids to illustrate the historical context

Engagement Strategies:

Think-pair-share to encourage participation
Gallery walk to facilitate movement and discussion

Direct Instruction (20-25 mins)

Delve into the historical context of the Early American Republic
Discuss significant events and documents, such as the Constitutional Convention and the Federalist
Papers

Checking for Understanding:

Formative assessments through quizzes and class discussions
Exit tickets to gauge understanding and adjust instruction
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Guided Practice (25-30 mins)

Implement interactive activities, such as a mock Constitutional Convention or document analysis
Facilitate group work and provide scaffolding support as needed

Scaffolding Strategies:

Provide graphic organizers for note-taking and organization
Offer one-on-one support for struggling students

Independent Practice (20-25 mins)

Assign a reflective essay or creative project to apply knowledge and skills
Encourage students to think critically about the principles of democracy and their relevance to modern
society

Closure (10 mins)

Summarize key points and ask students to reflect on what they have learned
Facilitate a class discussion on the importance of democratic principles in modern society
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Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners:

Provide additional support through one-on-
one instruction or small group work
Offer visual aids and graphic organizers to
facilitate understanding

For Advanced Learners:

Provide challenging activities, such as
debates or case studies, to promote critical
thinking
Encourage independent research and
presentation on a topic related to the Early
American Republic

ELL Support Strategies:

Provide bilingual resources and visual aids to facilitate understanding
Offer one-on-one support and scaffolding to ensure ELL students can access the content

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

Encourage empathy and perspective-taking through role-playing activities
Foster a growth mindset and self-awareness through reflective journaling and self-assessment

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

Quizzes and class discussions to gauge understanding
Exit tickets to adjust instruction and provide feedback

Success Criteria:

Students will be able to analyze the core principles of democracy
Students will be able to evaluate the importance of democratic principles in modern society

Feedback Methods:

Verbal feedback through one-on-one conferences
Written feedback through comments on assignments and quizzes

Homework & Extension Activities

Homework Assignment:

Ask students to research and write a short essay on a significant event or figure from the Early American
Republic.

Extension Activities:

Invite a guest speaker to discuss the relevance of democratic principles in modern society
Plan a field trip to a historical site related to the Early American Republic
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Parent/Guardian Connection:

Send a newsletter to parents/guardians with updates on the lesson and suggestions for supporting their
child's learning at home.

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

What challenges do I anticipate?
Which students might need extra support?
What backup plans should I have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

What went well?
What would I change?
Next steps for instruction?
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Introduction to the Early American Republic

Historical Context

The American Revolution:

The American Revolution was a pivotal event in American history, marking the transition from a
colonial entity to an independent nation.
The Revolution was fought over issues of taxation, representation, and individual rights.

The Articles of Confederation:

The Articles of Confederation were the first attempt at a federal government, but they proved
inadequate for the young nation.
The Articles lacked the power to tax, regulate commerce, or enforce laws, leading to a weak and
ineffective government.

The Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention:

The Constitutional Convention was held in 1787 to revise the Articles of Confederation, but it
ultimately led to the creation of a new constitution.
The Convention was attended by influential figures such as George Washington, James Madison, and
Benjamin Franklin.

The Constitution:

The Constitution established a federal system of government, with three branches and a system of
checks and balances.
The Constitution also guaranteed individual rights and freedoms, such as freedom of speech and the
right to a fair trial.
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Guided Practice

Document Analysis

Document Analysis:

Provide students with excerpts from key documents, such as the Declaration of Independence or the
Constitution.
Ask students to work in pairs or small groups to analyze the documents, identifying the core principles
of democracy and how they are reflected in the texts.

Timeline Creation

Timeline Creation:

Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a specific period within the Early American
Republic.
Ask them to create a detailed timeline of significant events, including political, social, and economic
developments.

Mock Congressional Hearing

Mock Congressional Hearing:

Organize a mock congressional hearing where students take on the roles of historical figures or
contemporary politicians.
The topic of discussion could be a significant issue from the Early American Republic, such as the
ratification of the Constitution or the Alien and Sedition Acts.
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Independent Practice

Reflective Essay

Reflective Essay:

Ask students to write a reflective essay on the significance of the Early American Republic and its
impact on modern society.
Encourage students to think critically about the principles of democracy and their relevance to
contemporary issues.

Creative Project

Creative Project:

Allow students to choose a creative project, such as a poster, infographic, or short story, that
illustrates their understanding of the Early American Republic and its democratic principles.
Encourage students to be creative and think outside the box, using a variety of mediums and formats
to express their ideas.
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Assessment and Conclusion

Assessment

Formative Assessments:

Quizzes and class discussions to gauge understanding
Exit tickets to adjust instruction and provide feedback

Summative Assessments:

Document-based essay
Group presentation
Timeline project
Reflective portfolio

Conclusion

Conclusion:

In conclusion, the Early American Republic played a pivotal role in shaping the principles of democracy
that underpin the United States today.
Through an exploration of this historical period, students can gain a deeper understanding of the
complexities and challenges faced by the nation's founders, as well as the enduring legacy of their
decisions.
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