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Lesson Overview

Welcome to this lesson plan on "The Gift of the Magi" by O. Henry, designed for ESL adult learners aged 18
and older. This lesson aims to improve reading comprehension, vocabulary, and critical thinking skills
through the exploration of a classic short story. The story's themes of love, sacrifice, and the true meaning
of gift-giving will resonate with adult learners and encourage meaningful discussions and reflections.



Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Lesson Objectives

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Summarize the plot of "The Gift of the Magi"
2. Analyze the characters' motivations and relationships
3. Participate in a thoughtful discussion about the story's significance
4. Identify and explain the story's literary elements, such as symbolism, irony, and foreshadowing
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Lesson Introduction (10 minutes)

Introduction (2 minutes): Introduce the topic and ask students to share their favorite holiday traditions and
what gifts they have given or received that hold special meaning.
Hook (3 minutes): Provide a brief summary of the plot and ask students to consider the importance of gift-
giving and the sacrifices people make for those they love.
Context (3 minutes): Introduce the short story "The Gift of the Magi" by O. Henry and provide background
information on the author and the historical context of the story.
Reading (2 minutes): Distribute the story and have students read it silently or in small groups.
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Reading Comprehension (20 minutes)

Reading (10 minutes): Have students read the story and answer guided questions related to the plot,
characters, and themes.
Discussion (5 minutes): Lead a class discussion on the story's themes and characters, using questions
such as:

What motivates Della to cut and sell her hair?
What does Jim's decision to sell his watch reveal about his character?
How does the story's ending relate to the theme of sacrifice?

Vocabulary Building (5 minutes): Review key vocabulary from the story, such as "sacrifice," "irony," and
"foreshadowing."
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Critical Thinking and Discussion (20 minutes)

Critical Thinking (10 minutes): Ask students to analyze the story's themes and characters, using questions
such as:

What message do you think the author is trying to convey through the story?
How does the story relate to your own experiences or cultural background?

Discussion (5 minutes): Lead a class discussion on the story's significance and themes, using questions
such as:

What is the importance of selfless love and sacrifice in relationships?
How does the story portray the true meaning of gift-giving?

Writing Activity (5 minutes): Have students write a short reflection on the story's themes and significance.
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Writing Activity (20 minutes)

Writing (15 minutes): Have students write a short reflection on the story's themes and significance, using
evidence from the story to support their thoughts and opinions.
Sharing (3 minutes): Allow students to share their reflections with a partner or in a small group.
Feedback (2 minutes): Provide feedback and guidance on writing quality, content, and grammar.
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Conclusion and Assessment (10 minutes)

Conclusion (5 minutes): Summarize the key points from the lesson and provide homework assignments,
including a reading comprehension quiz and a writing prompt.
Assessment (3 minutes): Administer a reading comprehension quiz to assess students' understanding of
the story.
Reflection (2 minutes): Ask students to reflect on what they learned and what they would like to explore
further in future lessons.
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Vocabulary List

Sacrifice: to give up something valuable or important for the sake of something else
Irony: a contrast between what is expected and what actually happens
Foreshadowing: a hint or suggestion of what is to come
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Literary Devices

The story "The Gift of the Magi" by O. Henry uses several literary devices, including:

Symbolism: the hair and the watch are symbols of the sacrifices made by Della and Jim
Irony: the irony of the situation is that Della and Jim both sacrifice their most precious possessions to
buy gifts for each other, only to find that the gifts are now useless
Foreshadowing: the story hints at the ending when Della and Jim are discussing their plans for
Christmas
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Extension Activities

Creative Writing: ask students to write a short story about a time when they made a sacrifice for
someone they love
Debate: have students debate the importance of selfless love and sacrifice in relationships
Book Club: have students read and discuss other stories or novels that explore similar themes
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Assessment Rubric

Content (40%): does the student demonstrate an understanding of the story's themes and literary
devices?
Organization (30%): is the student's writing well-organized and easy to follow?
Grammar and Mechanics (20%): does the student demonstrate strong grammar and mechanics
skills?
Vocabulary (10%): does the student use vocabulary from the story effectively?
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Teacher Reflection

Reflect on the effectiveness of the lesson and provide suggestions for future improvements.

What worked well in the lesson?
What challenges did you face?
What changes would you make to the lesson in the future?


