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Introduction to Character Arcs and Plotlines

Welcome to this worksheet on developing character arcs and plotlines in narrative texts with scaffolded
writing support. This worksheet is designed to help you understand and apply the concepts of character arcs
and plotlines in your own writing.

A character arc refers to the transformation or growth that a character undergoes throughout a narrative. It
is the change or development that a character experiences as a result of the events of the story. A plotline,
on the other hand, refers to the sequence of events that make up the narrative of a story. It is the
underlying structure of the story that gives it meaning and direction.

Understanding Character Arcs

A character arc can be described as a journey that a character takes throughout a narrative. It is the process
of change or growth that a character undergoes as a result of the events of the story.

There are several types of character arcs, including the hero's journey, the tragic hero, and the coming-of-
age story. Each type of character arc has its own unique characteristics and plot points, but they all share
the common goal of showing how a character changes or grows throughout a narrative.
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Activity 1: Character Arc Mapping
Use the following graphic organizer to map the character arc of a protagonist in a narrative text.

Character Trait Beginning of Story End of Story

Understanding Plotlines

A plotline refers to the sequence of events that make up the narrative of a story. It is the underlying structure
of the story that gives it meaning and direction.

A plotline typically includes several key elements, including exposition, rising action, climax, falling action,
and resolution. Each of these elements plays a crucial role in shaping the narrative and creating a sense of
tension and resolution.
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Activity 2: Plotline Analysis
Use the following graphic organizer to analyze the plotline of a narrative text.

Event Description Character Arc

Scaffolded Writing Support

Scaffolded writing support refers to the use of strategies and tools to support students in their writing
development. It can include graphic organizers, writing prompts, and peer feedback.

Scaffolded writing support is an effective way to help students develop their writing skills, particularly in
the areas of character arcs and plotlines. By providing students with the tools and strategies they need to
succeed, teachers can help them create engaging and effective narrative texts.
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Activity 3: Writing Prompt

Use the following writing prompt to write a short narrative text that includes a character arc and plotline.

Write a story about a character who undergoes a transformation or growth as a result of a challenge or
conflict. Use a graphic organizer to plan and develop your story.

ELL/ESL Support Strategies

ELL/ESL support strategies refer to the use of strategies and tools to support English language learners in
their language development. It can include visual aids, graphic organizers, and simplified language.

ELL/ESL support strategies are an essential part of teaching English language learners, particularly in the
areas of character arcs and plotlines. By providing students with the tools and strategies they need to
succeed, teachers can help them develop their language skills and create engaging and effective narrative
texts.
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Activity 4: Visual Aid
Use the following visual aid to help you understand the concept of character arcs and plotlines.

[Insert visual aid]

Collaborative Learning

Collaborative learning refers to the use of group work and peer feedback to support learning. It can include
activities such as group discussions, peer review, and collaborative writing.

Collaborative learning is an effective way to help students develop their writing skills, particularly in the
areas of character arcs and plotlines. By working together and providing feedback to one another,
students can create engaging and effective narrative texts.
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Activity 5: Group Discussion

Use the following group discussion questions to discuss the concept of character arcs and plotlines with
your peers.

1. What is a character arc?
2. How does a character arc relate to the plotline of a narrative?
3. Can you think of an example of a character arc in a narrative text you have read?

Writing Workshop

A writing workshop refers to a collaborative and supportive environment where students can write and
receive feedback on their writing.

A writing workshop is an effective way to help students develop their writing skills, particularly in the areas
of character arcs and plotlines. By providing students with a supportive and collaborative environment,
teachers can help them create engaging and effective narrative texts.
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Activity 6: Peer Feedback

Use the following peer feedback guidelines to provide feedback on a peer's writing.

1. What is the main idea of the writing?
2. How does the writing use character arcs and plotlines?
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the writing?

Reflection

Reflection refers to the process of thinking about and evaluating your own learning.

Reflection is an essential part of the learning process, particularly in the areas of character arcs and
plotlines. By reflecting on their own learning, students can identify areas for improvement and develop a
deeper understanding of the concepts.

Copyright 2023 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



Activity 7: Reflection Questions

Use the following reflection questions to reflect on your learning.

1. What did you learn about character arcs and plotlines?
2. How did you use scaffolded writing support strategies in your writing?
3. What challenges did you face in your writing, and how did you overcome them?

Next Steps

Next steps refer to the actions you will take to continue your learning and development.

By setting goals and developing a plan for continued learning, students can ensure that they continue to
develop their writing skills and create engaging and effective narrative texts.
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Activity 8: Goal Setting

Use the following goal-setting template to set goals for your writing development.

Goal Steps to Achieve Goal Timeline

Conclusion

In conclusion, developing character arcs and plotlines in narrative texts with scaffolded writing support is an
important skill for writers to master.

By using scaffolded writing support strategies and ELL/ESL support strategies, students can develop their

writing skills and create engaging and effective narrative texts. Remember to always reflect on your
learning and set goals for continued development.
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Activity 9: Writing Prompt

Use the following writing prompt to write a short narrative text that includes a character arc and plotline.

Write a story about a character who undergoes a transformation or growth as a result of a challenge or
conflict. Use a graphic organizer to plan and develop your story.

Final Thoughts

In final thoughts, developing character arcs and plotlines in narrative texts with scaffolded writing support is
a complex and nuanced process.

By using the strategies and tools outlined in this worksheet, students can develop their writing skills and
create engaging and effective narrative texts. Remember to always reflect on your learning and set goals
for continued development.
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Advanced Concepts

As writers become more advanced in their understanding of character arcs and plotlines, they can begin to explore more complex
concepts, such as the use of symbolism, foreshadowing, and imagery to enhance the narrative. These literary devices can add depth
and meaning to the story, and help to create a more engaging and immersive reading experience.

Case Study: The Use of Symbolism in Literature

In F. Scott Fitzgerald's novel, The Great Gatsby, the green light across the water is a symbol of the elusive American Dream.
Throughout the novel, the green light is used to represent the idea of something that is always just out of reach, but still desirable.
This symbol adds depth and meaning to the narrative, and helps to reinforce the themes of the novel.

Example: Using Symbolism in Your Writing

To use symbolism in your writing, start by brainstorming a list of objects, colors, or images that could be used to represent the
themes or ideas in your story. Then, choose one or two symbols to focus on, and use them consistently throughout the narrative.
Remember to use subtle hints and suggestions, rather than overt statements, to add depth and meaning to your story.

Writing for Different Audiences

When writing for different audiences, it's essential to consider the needs and preferences of your readers. For example, when writing
for children, you may need to use simpler language and shorter sentences, while also incorporating engaging illustrations and
graphics. On the other hand, when writing for adults, you may be able to use more complex language and themes, but will still need to
consider the reader's level of expertise and interest in the subject matter.

Group Activity: Writing for Different Audiences

Divide into small groups and assign each group a different audience to write for (e.g. children, adults, experts in the field). Then,
ask each group to write a short passage on a given topic, using language and themes that are appropriate for their assigned
audience. Finally, have each group share their passage with the class, and discuss the differences and similarities between the
different writing styles.

Reflection: Writing for Different Audiences

Take a few minutes to reflect on your own writing style and how it might be adapted for different audiences. Consider the
following questions: What are the key characteristics of my writing style? How might | need to adjust my language and themes to
write for a different audience? What are some potential challenges or benefits of writing for different audiences?

Using Technology to Enhance Writing

Technology can be a powerful tool for enhancing writing, from providing access to a wide range of resources and references, to
offering new and innovative ways to create and share written content. For example, writing apps and software can help with
organization, grammar, and spelling, while online platforms and social media can provide opportunities for collaboration, feedback,
and publication.
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There are many writing apps and software programs available that can help with organization, grammar, and spelling. For example,
the Hemingway Editor is a simple and intuitive tool that can help to simplify writing and improve clarity, while Grammarly is a more
comprehensive program that can help with grammar, spelling, and style. To get the most out of these tools, it's essential to
experiment and find the ones that work best for you and your writing style.

Case Study: Using Online Platforms for Writing
The online platform, Medium, is a great example of how technology can be used to enhance writing. Medium provides a simple and
intuitive interface for writing and publishing, as well as a community of readers and writers who can provide feedback and support.

To get the most out of Medium, it's essential to understand the platform's features and tools, as well as its community guidelines and
norms.

Writing for Different Purposes



When writing for different purposes, it's essential to consider the needs and goals of the writing task. For example, when writing a
persuasive essay, the goal is to convince the reader of a particular point of view, while when writing a narrative story, the goal is to
engage and entertain the reader. By understanding the purpose of the writing task, writers can tailor their language, tone, and style to
achieve their goals.

Group Activity: Writing for Different Purposes

Divide into small groups and assign each group a different writing purpose (e.g. persuasive, narrative, descriptive). Then, ask

each group to write a short passage on a given topic, using language and tone that is appropriate for their assigned purpose.

Finally, have each group share their passage with the class, and discuss the differences and similarities between the different
writing styles.

Reflection: Writing for Different Purposes

Take a few minutes to reflect on your own writing purposes and how they might be adapted for different tasks. Consider the
following questions: What are the key characteristics of my writing style? How might | need to adjust my language and tone to
write for a different purpose? What are some potential challenges or benefits of writing for different purposes?

Conclusion

In conclusion, writing is a complex and multifaceted process that involves a range of skills, strategies, and techniques. By
understanding the different aspects of writing, from character arcs and plotlines to writing for different audiences and purposes,
writers can develop their skills and create engaging and effective written content. Remember to always reflect on your learning and
set goals for continued development, and don't be afraid to experiment and try new things.

Example: Setting Writing Goals

To set writing goals, start by identifying areas for improvement and development. Then, create a plan for achieving your goals,
including specific steps and deadlines. Finally, track your progress and reflect on your learning, making adjustments as needed. By
setting and working towards writing goals, you can continue to develop your skills and become a more confident and effective writer.

Case Study: Writing in the Real World

In the real world, writing is used in a wide range of contexts, from business and education to entertainment and personal expression.
By understanding the different ways that writing is used, and developing a range of writing skills and strategies, writers can succeed
in their careers and achieve their goals. Whether you're writing a novel, a business report, or a social media post, the skills and
techniques you've learned in this course will serve you well.
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Introduction to Character Arcs and Plotlines

Welcome to this worksheet on developing character arcs and plotlines in narrative texts with scaffolded
writing support. This worksheet is designed to help you understand and apply the concepts of character arcs
and plotlines in your own writing.

A character arc refers to the transformation or growth that a character undergoes throughout a narrative. It
is the change or development that a character experiences as a result of the events of the story. A plotline,
on the other hand, refers to the sequence of events that make up the narrative of a story. It is the
underlying structure of the story that gives it meaning and direction.



Understanding Character Arcs

A character arc can be described as a journey that a character takes throughout a narrative. It is the process
of change or growth that a character undergoes as a result of the events of the story.

There are several types of character arcs, including the hero's journey, the tragic hero, and the coming-of-
age story. Each type of character arc has its own unique characteristics and plot points, but they all share
the common goal of showing how a character changes or grows throughout a narrative.
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Activity 1: Character Arc Mapping
Use the following graphic organizer to map the character arc of a protagonist in a narrative text.

Character Trait Beginning of Story End of Story

Understanding Plotlines

A plotline refers to the sequence of events that make up the narrative of a story. It is the underlying structure
of the story that gives it meaning and direction.

A plotline typically includes several key elements, including exposition, rising action, climax, falling action,
and resolution. Each of these elements plays a crucial role in shaping the narrative and creating a sense of
tension and resolution.
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Activity 2: Plotline Analysis
Use the following graphic organizer to analyze the plotline of a narrative text.

Event Description Character Arc

Scaffolded Writing Support

Scaffolded writing support refers to the use of strategies and tools to support students in their writing
development. It can include graphic organizers, writing prompts, and peer feedback.

Scaffolded writing support is an effective way to help students develop their writing skills, particularly in
the areas of character arcs and plotlines. By providing students with the tools and strategies they need to
succeed, teachers can help them create engaging and effective narrative texts.
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Activity 3: Writing Prompt

Use the following writing prompt to write a short narrative text that includes a character arc and plotline.

Write a story about a character who undergoes a transformation or growth as a result of a challenge or
conflict. Use a graphic organizer to plan and develop your story.

ELL/ESL Support Strategies

ELL/ESL support strategies refer to the use of strategies and tools to support English language learners in
their language development. It can include visual aids, graphic organizers, and simplified language.

ELL/ESL support strategies are an essential part of teaching English language learners, particularly in the
areas of character arcs and plotlines. By providing students with the tools and strategies they need to
succeed, teachers can help them develop their language skills and create engaging and effective narrative
texts.
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Activity 4: Visual Aid
Use the following visual aid to help you understand the concept of character arcs and plotlines.

[Insert visual aid]

Collaborative Learning

Collaborative learning refers to the use of group work and peer feedback to support learning. It can include
activities such as group discussions, peer review, and collaborative writing.

Collaborative learning is an effective way to help students develop their writing skills, particularly in the
areas of character arcs and plotlines. By working together and providing feedback to one another,
students can create engaging and effective narrative texts.
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Activity 5: Group Discussion

Use the following group discussion questions to discuss the concept of character arcs and plotlines with
your peers.

1. What is a character arc?
2. How does a character arc relate to the plotline of a narrative?
3. Can you think of an example of a character arc in a narrative text you have read?

Writing Workshop

A writing workshop refers to a collaborative and supportive environment where students can write and
receive feedback on their writing.

A writing workshop is an effective way to help students develop their writing skills, particularly in the areas
of character arcs and plotlines. By providing students with a supportive and collaborative environment,
teachers can help them create engaging and effective narrative texts.
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Activity 6: Peer Feedback

Use the following peer feedback guidelines to provide feedback on a peer's writing.

1. What is the main idea of the writing?
2. How does the writing use character arcs and plotlines?
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the writing?

Reflection

Reflection refers to the process of thinking about and evaluating your own learning.

Reflection is an essential part of the learning process, particularly in the areas of character arcs and
plotlines. By reflecting on their own learning, students can identify areas for improvement and develop a
deeper understanding of the concepts.
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Activity 7: Reflection Questions

Use the following reflection questions to reflect on your learning.

1. What did you learn about character arcs and plotlines?
2. How did you use scaffolded writing support strategies in your writing?
3. What challenges did you face in your writing, and how did you overcome them?

Next Steps

Next steps refer to the actions you will take to continue your learning and development.

By setting goals and developing a plan for continued learning, students can ensure that they continue to
develop their writing skills and create engaging and effective narrative texts.
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Activity 8: Goal Setting

Use the following goal-setting template to set goals for your writing development.

Goal Steps to Achieve Goal Timeline

Conclusion

In conclusion, developing character arcs and plotlines in narrative texts with scaffolded writing support is an
important skill for writers to master.

By using scaffolded writing support strategies and ELL/ESL support strategies, students can develop their

writing skills and create engaging and effective narrative texts. Remember to always reflect on your
learning and set goals for continued development.
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Activity 9: Writing Prompt

Use the following writing prompt to write a short narrative text that includes a character arc and plotline.

Write a story about a character who undergoes a transformation or growth as a result of a challenge or
conflict. Use a graphic organizer to plan and develop your story.

Final Thoughts

In final thoughts, developing character arcs and plotlines in narrative texts with scaffolded writing support is
a complex and nuanced process.

By using the strategies and tools outlined in this worksheet, students can develop their writing skills and
create engaging and effective narrative texts. Remember to always reflect on your learning and set goals
for continued development.
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