
Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Exploring Common Characters,
Themes, and Plots in Teen Literature
Grade Level: 9th Grade
Lesson Number: 1 of 10

Duration: 60 minutes
Date: March 12, 2023
Teacher: Ms. Johnson
Room: 205

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.1
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.2
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.3

Skills Standards:

Analyzing literary elements
Evaluating theme development
Identifying character traits and motivations

Cross-Curricular Links:

History: Understanding historical context of literary works
Psychology: Analyzing character motivations and behaviors

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

What are the common characters, themes, and plots in Teen Literature?
How do authors use literary elements to develop themes and characters?
What is the significance of analyzing and evaluating literary elements in Teen Literature?

Enduring Understandings:

Teen Literature reflects the experiences and concerns of adolescents
Literary elements are used to develop themes and characters
Analyzing and evaluating literary elements enhances understanding and appreciation of Teen
Literature

Student Context Analysis



Class Profile:

Total Students: 25
ELL Students: 5
IEP/504 Plans: 3
Gifted: 2

Learning Styles Distribution:

Visual: 40%
Auditory: 30%
Kinesthetic: 30%
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Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

Arrange desks in a U-shape
Set up whiteboard and markers
Prepare handouts and materials

Technology Needs:

Computer and projector
Internet access
Audio equipment

Materials Preparation:

Copy of the selected Teen Literature text
Graphic organizers and worksheets
Writing materials

Safety Considerations:

Ensure students are aware of emergency procedures
Provide a safe and respectful learning environment

Detailed Lesson Flow

Introduction and Hook (5 minutes)

Introduce the topic of common characters, themes, and plots in Teen Literature
Ask students to consider the question: "What makes a good story?"
Provide a brief overview of the lesson and its objectives

Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

Provide direct instruction on common characters, themes, and plots in Teen Literature
Use multimedia resources, such as audiobooks and graphic novels, to facilitate engagement and
comprehension

Engagement Strategies:

Use visual aids, such as diagrams and charts, to support comprehension and engagement
Provide opportunities for discussion and debate, such as Socratic seminars or literature circles

Guided Practice (15 minutes)

Provide students with a guided practice activity, such as a graphic organizer or a reading
comprehension worksheet
Circulate around the room to provide support and answer questions

Scaffolding Strategies:

Provide additional support, such as graphic organizers and simplified texts, to ensure that low-
ability SEN students can access and engage with the material



Offer one-on-one assistance and extra time to complete assignments

Independent Practice (15 minutes)

Provide students with an independent practice activity, such as a reading assignment or a writing
prompt
Encourage students to use multimedia resources, such as audiobooks and graphic novels, to facilitate
engagement and comprehension

Closure and Assessment (10 minutes)

Review the key concepts and objectives of the lesson
Provide feedback and assessment, using a rubric or a checklist to evaluate student progress
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Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners:

Provide additional support, such as graphic
organizers and simplified texts
Offer one-on-one assistance and extra time
to complete assignments

For Advanced Learners:

Provide challenging activities, such as
advanced reading assignments or writing
prompts
Encourage students to create their own
graphic organizers or reading
comprehension worksheets

ELL Support Strategies:

Use visual aids, such as diagrams and charts, to support comprehension and engagement
Provide opportunities for discussion and debate, such as Socratic seminars or literature circles

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

Encourage students to reflect on their own experiences and emotions
Provide opportunities for students to practice empathy and understanding

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

Use quizzes and class discussions to assess student understanding
Provide feedback and guidance to students, using a rubric or a checklist to evaluate student progress

Success Criteria:

Students can analyze and identify common characters, themes, and plots in Teen Literature
Students can evaluate the effectiveness of character development, theme exploration, and plot
structure

Feedback Methods:

Verbal feedback
Written feedback
Peer feedback

Homework & Extension Activities

Homework Assignment:

Read and analyze a selected Teen Literature text, identifying and explaining the common characters,
themes, and plots.

Extension Activities:



Create a visual representation of the main characters, themes, and plots in a selected Teen Literature
text
Write a creative writing piece, such as a short story or poem, that explores a common theme or plot in
Teen Literature

Parent/Guardian Connection:

Encourage parents/guardians to engage in discussions with their child about the lesson and its objectives,
and to provide support and guidance as needed.

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

What challenges do I anticipate?
Which students might need extra support?
What backup plans should I have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

What went well?
What would I change?
Next steps for instruction?
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Introduction to Teen Literature

Definition:

Teen literature is a genre of fiction that is written for and about teenagers.

Common Characters, Themes, and Plots:

Protagonists who are navigating identity formation and self-discovery
Themes of love, friendship, and family
Plots that involve conflict, drama, and resolution

Character Analysis

Definition:

Character analysis is the process of examining and interpreting the characters in a text.

Steps for Analysis:

Identify the character's traits, such as their personality, appearance, and background
Analyze the character's motivations, such as their goals, desires, and fears
Examine the character's relationships with other characters, such as their friendships, romantic
relationships, and family relationships
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Theme Development

Definition:

Theme development is the process of exploring and analyzing the themes in a text.

Literary Elements:

Symbolism: using objects, colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or concepts
Imagery: using language to create vivid sensory experiences for the reader
Foreshadowing: using hints or clues to suggest events that will occur later in the story

Conclusion

In conclusion, this lesson plan provides a comprehensive guide for teaching common characters, themes,
and plots in Teen Literature to 14-year-old students.

By following the teaching script and incorporating the suggested teaching strategies, teachers can create
an engaging and effective lesson that meets the needs o all studenfts, regardless of their ability level or
literacy skills.
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Appendix

Glossary of Literary Terms:

Character analysis
Theme development
Symbolism
Imagery
Foreshadowing

List of Recommended Texts:

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Graphic Organizers and Worksheets:

Character analysis graphic organizer
Theme development worksheet
Reading comprehension quiz
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Additional Resources

Online Resources:

National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)
International Literacy Association (ILA)
Teen Literature websites and blogs

Books and Articles:

The Art of Teaching Reading by Lucy Calkins
Reading in the Wild by Donalyn Miller
Teaching Teen Literature by Chris Crutcher


