& PL NIT Argumentative Essay Writing Assessment

Introduction to Argumentative Essay Writing

Welcome to the argumentative essay writing assessment! This 60-minute assessment is designed to
evaluate your understanding of the components of an argumentative essay, your ability to analyze and
evaluate evidence, recognize and address counterarguments, and organize a clear and persuasive argument.

An argumentative essay is a type of essay that presents a claim and supports it with evidence and
reasoning. The purpose of an argumentative essay is to persuade the reader to agree with the writer's
point of view. A good argumentative essay should have a clear and concise thesis statement, effective use
of evidence, and a logical structure.

Understanding the Components of an Argumentative Essay

The components of an argumentative essay include:

e Claim: A clear and concise statement that presents the writer's point of view.
¢ Evidence: Facts, statistics, or expert opinions that support the claim.

¢ Counterargument: A potential argument against the claim.

e Conclusion: A summary of the main points and a final thought.

It is essential to understand the components of an argumentative essay to write a well-structured and
persuasive essay. The claim should be clear and concise, the evidence should be relevant and reliable, and
the counterargument should be addressed effectively.
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Analyzing Evidence

Analyze the following piece of evidence: "According to a recent study, students who participate in
extracurricular activities tend to have higher GPAs than those who do not." Explain how this evidence could be
used to support a claim in an argumentative essay.

This evidence could be used to support the claim that participating in extracurricular activities improves
academic performance. The study provides a clear and reliable source of information that can be used to
support the claim. However, it is essential to consider the limitations of the evidence and potential
counterarguments.

Recognizing Counterarguments

Identify and explain a potential counterargument to the claim: "Schools should prioritize STEM education over
arts and humanities.” Discuss how to address this counterargument in an argumentative essay.

A potential counterargument to this claim is that arts and humanities are essential for a well-rounded
education and should not be neglected. To address this counterargument, the writer could acknowledge
the importance of arts and humanities and provide evidence that supports the claim that STEM education
is more important.
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Essay Structure
Describe the typical structure of an argumentative essay, including the introduction, body paragraphs, and
conclusion.

The introduction should provide background information, a clear and concise thesis statement, and a hook
to grab the reader's attention. The body paragraphs should provide evidence and analysis to support the
claim, and the conclusion should summarize the main points and provide a final thought.

Group Task:

Create a graphic organizer to structure an argumentative essay on the topic: "Should schools
prioritize STEM education over arts and humanities?"

I. Introduction 1l. Body Paragraph 1 lll. Body Paragraph 2 IV. Conclusion
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Addressing Counterarguments

Read the following counterargument to the claim: "Schools should prioritize STEM education over arts and
humanities.” "Arts and humanities are essential for a well-rounded education and should not be neglected."
Explain how to address this counterargument in an argumentative essay.

To address this counterargument, the writer could acknowledge the importance of arts and humanities
and provide evidence that supports the claim that STEM education is more important. For example, the
writer could argue that while arts and humanities are important, they are not as crucial for the future job
market as STEM fields. The writer could also provide evidence that shows how STEM education can be
combined with arts and humanities to create a well-rounded education.

Using Evidence Effectively

Explain how to use evidence effectively in an argumentative essay. Provide examples of different types of
evidence and how to incorporate them into the essay.

To use evidence effectively in an argumentative essay, the writer should choose evidence that is relevant
and reliable. The writer should also explain and analyze the evidence to show how it supports the claim.
There are different types of evidence, including statistics, expert opinions, and personal experiences. For
example, the writer could use statistics to show the benefits of STEM education, or expert opinions to
support the importance of arts and humanities.

Example
For example, the writer could use the following statistic: "According to a recent study, students who
participate in STEM education are more likely to pursue careers in STEM fields." The writer could then

explain and analyze this statistic to show how it supports the claim that STEM education is more
important.
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Organizing the Essay

Explain how to organize an argumentative essay. Provide examples of different organizational structures and
how to choose the most effective one.

To organize an argumentative essay, the writer should choose a clear and logical structure. The most
common organizational structure is the claim-data-warrant structure, where the writer presents a claim,
provides evidence to support it, and explains how the evidence supports the claim. The writer should also
use transitional phrases and sentences to connect the different parts of the essay and make it flow
smoothly.

Case Study

For example, the writer could use the following organizational structure: I. Introduction, Il. Body Paragraph
1, lll. Body Paragraph 2, IV. Conclusion. The writer could then use transitional phrases and sentences to
connect the different parts of the essay and make it flow smoothly.

Writing the Introduction

Explain how to write a effective introduction for an argumentative essay. Provide examples of different types
of introductions and how to choose the most effective one.

To write an effective introduction for an argumentative essay, the writer should grab the reader's attention
with a hook, provide background information, and present a clear and concise thesis statement. The writer
should also use a formal tone and avoid using first person pronouns. There are different types of
introductions, including the narrative introduction, the descriptive introduction, and the expository
introduction.

Example

For example, the writer could use the following introduction: "The debate over whether schools should
prioritize STEM education over arts and humanities has been ongoing for years. While some argue that
arts and humanities are essential for a well-rounded education, others claim that STEM education is more
important for the future job market. In this essay, | will argue that schools should prioritize STEM
education over arts and humanities."
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Writing the Body Paragraphs

Explain how to write effective body paragraphs for an argumentative essay. Provide examples of different
types of body paragraphs and how to choose the most effective one.

To write effective body paragraphs for an argumentative essay, the writer should provide evidence to
support the claim, explain and analyze the evidence, and use transitional phrases and sentences to
connect the different parts of the essay. The writer should also use a formal tone and avoid using first
person pronouns. There are different types of body paragraphs, including the evidence-based paragraph,
the analysis-based paragraph, and the synthesis-based paragraph.

Case Study

For example, the writer could use the following body paragraph: "One of the main reasons why schools
should prioritize STEM education is that it provides students with the skills and knowledge they need to
succeed in the future job market. According to a recent study, students who participate in STEM education
are more likely to pursue careers in STEM fields. This is because STEM education provides students with
the critical thinking and problem-solving skills they need to succeed in these fields."

Writing the Conclusion

Explain how to write an effective conclusion for an argumentative essay. Provide examples of different types
of conclusions and how to choose the most effective one.

To write an effective conclusion for an argumentative essay, the writer should summarize the main points,
restate the thesis statement, and provide a final thought. The writer should also use a formal tone and
avoid using first person pronouns. There are different types of conclusions, including the summary
conclusion, the synthesis conclusion, and the call-to-action conclusion.

Example

For example, the writer could use the following conclusion: "In conclusion, schools should prioritize STEM
education over arts and humanities. This is because STEM education provides students with the skills and
knowledge they need to succeed in the future job market. As the job market continues to evolve, it is
essential that schools prioritize STEM education to prepare students for the challenges of the 21st
century."
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Revising and Editing

Explain the importance of revising and editing an argumentative essay. Provide examples of how to revise
and edit an essay to make it more effective.

Revising and editing an argumentative essay is essential to make it more effective. The writer should
revise the essay to ensure that it is well-organized, clearly written, and free of errors. The writer should also
edit the essay to ensure that it is concise, clear, and engaging. There are different strategies for revising
and editing an essay, including reading the essay out loud, getting feedback from others, and using a
checklist to ensure that the essay meets the requirements.

Case Study

For example, the writer could revise the essay by adding more evidence to support the claim, or by
clarifying the thesis statement. The writer could also edit the essay by removing unnecessary words, or by
using more precise language.

Using Feedback

Explain the importance of using feedback to improve an argumentative essay. Provide examples of how to
use feedback to revise and edit an essay.

Using feedback is essential to improve an argumentative essay. The writer should use feedback to identify
areas of the essay that need improvement, and to make revisions and edits to address these areas. There
are different types of feedback, including peer feedback, self-feedback, and teacher feedback. The writer
should use feedback to revise and edit the essay, and to ensure that it meets the requirements.

Example
For example, the writer could use peer feedback to identify areas of the essay that are unclear, or to get

suggestions for how to improve the essay. The writer could also use self-feedback to identify areas of the
essay that need improvement, or to evaluate the effectiveness of the essay.

Copyright 2024 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

Explain common mistakes to avoid when writing an argumentative essay. Provide examples of how to avoid
these mistakes.

There are several common mistakes to avoid when writing an argumentative essay, including using weak
evidence, failing to address counterarguments, and using a tone that is too emotional or confrontational.
The writer should avoid using weak evidence by choosing evidence that is relevant and reliable, and by
explaining and analyzing the evidence to show how it supports the claim. The writer should also avoid
failing to address counterarguments by acknowledging potential counterarguments and providing
evidence to refute them.

Case Study

For example, the writer could avoid using weak evidence by using statistics or expert opinions to support
the claim. The writer could also avoid failing to address counterarguments by acknowledging potential
counterarguments and providing evidence to refute them.

Conclusion

Summarize the main points of the argumentative essay writing guide. Provide examples of how to use the
guide to write an effective argumentative essay.

In conclusion, writing an effective argumentative essay requires careful planning, research, and execution.
The writer should choose a clear and concise thesis statement, provide evidence to support the claim, and
address potential counterarguments. The writer should also use a formal tone and avoid using first person
pronouns. By following the guide, the writer can write an effective argumentative essay that presents a
clear and persuasive argument.

Example

For example, the writer could use the guide to write an argumentative essay on the topic of whether
schools should prioritize STEM education over arts and humanities. The writer could choose a clear and
concise thesis statement, provide evidence to support the claim, and address potential counterarguments.
The writer could also use a formal tone and avoid using first person pronouns to make the essay more
effective.
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