
Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Creating Magical Creatures and
Characters for Fantasy Novels
Grade Level: 6-8
Lesson Number: 1 of 5

Duration: 60 minutes
Date: [Insert Date]
Teacher: [Insert Teacher Name]
Room: [Insert Room Number]

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6-8.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear structure.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6-8.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and
to interact and collaborate with others.

Skills Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6-8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and whole-class) to build on others' ideas and express their own clearly.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6-8.2: Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse
media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas are developed and
connected.

Cross-Curricular Links:

Art and Design: Students will use visual aids and multimedia to create and present their magical
creatures and characters.
History and Culture: Students will research and explore different mythologies and cultures to inspire
their magical creatures and characters.

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

What are the key elements of a fantasy novel, and how can I use them to create a compelling story?
How can I use descriptive language and imaginative plot twists to bring my magical creatures and
characters to life?

Enduring Understandings:

Students will understand the importance of world-building and character development in creating a
believable and immersive fantasy novel.
Students will be able to use descriptive language and imaginative plot twists to bring their magical
creatures and characters to life.

Student Context Analysis

Class Profile:

Total Students: 25
ELL Students: 5

Learning Styles Distribution:

Visual: 40%
Auditory: 30%
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IEP/504 Plans: 3
Gifted: 2

Kinesthetic: 30%
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Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

Arrange desks in a collaborative configuration to facilitate group work and discussion.
Ensure all necessary materials and resources are available and easily accessible.

Technology Needs:

Computers or laptops with internet access for research and online activities.
Whiteboard and markers for note-taking and brainstorming.

Materials Preparation:

Printed copies of the lesson plan and any necessary handouts.
Markers, colored pencils, and other art supplies for creative activities.

Safety Considerations:

Ensure students are aware of and follow all classroom rules and safety protocols.
Be prepared to adapt the lesson to meet the needs of students with disabilities or special needs.

Detailed Lesson Flow

Introduction (10 minutes)

Introduce the topic of creating magical creatures and characters for fantasy novels.
Ask students to share their favorite creatures from books, movies, or TV shows and what makes them
compelling.

World-Building Exercise (20 minutes)

Distribute a handout with a world-building exercise, such as creating a map of a fantasy world or
describing a fictional culture.
Ask students to work in pairs or small groups to complete the exercise.

Engagement Strategies:

Encourage students to use their imagination and creativity when completing the exercise.
Provide guidance and support as needed, and encourage students to ask questions and seek
help when needed.

Character Development (20 minutes)

Introduce the concept of character development and the importance of creating believable and
relatable characters.
Use examples from popular fantasy novels or movies to illustrate key points.

Checking for Understanding:

Ask students to think about what makes a character believable and relatable, and how they can
apply these principles to their own writing.
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Provide students with a character development worksheet, which includes prompts and exercises
to help them create their own characters.

Magical Creatures (20 minutes)

Discuss the different types of magical creatures that can be found in fantasy novels, such as dragons,
unicorns, and vampires.
Ask students to brainstorm ideas for their own magical creatures, considering factors such as
appearance, powers, and habits.

Writing Exercise (20 minutes)

Distribute a writing prompt, such as "Write a scene in which your magical creature meets a human
character."
Ask students to write for 10-15 minutes, encouraging them to use their imagination and creativity.

Conclusion (10 minutes)

Ask students to share their writing with a partner or the class, providing feedback and encouragement.
Summarize the key points of the lesson and provide students with a list of resources for further
learning.
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Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners:

Provide additional support and guidance
during the lesson, such as one-on-one
instruction or small group work.
Offer extra time to complete assignments or
provide additional resources to help
students understand the material.

For Advanced Learners:

Provide additional challenges and
opportunities for extension, such as creating
a more complex world or character.
Encourage students to take on leadership
roles or mentor their peers.

ELL Support Strategies:

Provide visual aids and multimedia to support language learning and comprehension.
Offer one-on-one instruction or small group work to provide additional support and guidance.

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

Encourage students to reflect on their own emotions and experiences, and how they can relate to the
characters and creatures in the story.
Provide opportunities for students to practice empathy and understanding through role-playing and
group work.

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

Observe student participation and engagement during the lesson.
Review student work and provide feedback on their understanding and progress.

Success Criteria:

Students will be able to create a believable and immersive fantasy world and characters.
Students will be able to use descriptive language and imaginative plot twists to bring their magical
creatures and characters to life.

Feedback Methods:

Provide verbal feedback and encouragement during the lesson.
Offer written feedback on student work, highlighting strengths and areas for improvement.

Homework & Extension Activities

Homework Assignment:

Ask students to write a short story featuring their magical creature and character, using descriptive
language and imaginative plot twists to bring their creation to life.

Extension Activities:
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Create a visual representation of their fantasy world, such as a map or diorama.
Write a script for a scene featuring their magical creature and character.

Parent/Guardian Connection:

Encourage parents and guardians to ask their child about their magical creature and character, and to
provide feedback and encouragement on their work.

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

What challenges do I anticipate, and how can I adapt the lesson to meet the needs of my students?
Which students might need extra support, and how can I provide it?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

What went well, and what could be improved for future lessons?
How can I adjust the lesson to better meet the needs of my students?
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Introduction to Fantasy Novels

What is a Fantasy Novel?

A fantasy novel is a type of fiction that typically features magical or supernatural elements, such as
mythical creatures, imaginary worlds, and paranormal events.

Fantasy novels often explore themes of good vs. evil, friendship, and self-discovery, and can be set in a
variety of worlds, from medieval-style kingdoms to modern-day cities.

Key Elements of a Fantasy Novel

World-Building:

The creation of a detailed and immersive environment for the story to take place in.
Can include geography, climate, culture, and history.

Character Development:

The creation of believable and relatable characters, including magical creatures.
Can include character traits, motivations, and backstories.

Plot:

The sequence of events that make up the story.
Can include conflicts, challenges, and resolutions.

Types of Fantasy Novels

High Fantasy:

Typically set in an alternate, entirely fictional world.
Often features magical creatures, quests, and epic battles.

Urban Fantasy:

Typically set in a modern-day city or town.
Often features supernatural creatures, magic, and mystery.

Epic Fantasy:

Typically features a large-scale, complex story with multiple plot threads.
Often includes detailed world-building and character development.
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Creating Magical Creatures and Characters

Character Development

Character development is the process of creating believable and relatable characters, including magical
creatures.

Can include character traits, motivations, and backstories.

Character Traits:

Physical appearance.
Personality.
Skills and abilities.

Motivations:

Goals and desires.
Fears and weaknesses.
Values and beliefs.

Backstory:

History and background.
Family and relationships.
Major life events and experiences.

Magical Creatures

Magical creatures are an essential part of many fantasy novels, and can include a wide range of entities,
from dragons and unicorns to vampires and werewolves.

When creating magical creatures, consider their powers, abilities, and weaknesses, as well as their
motivations, goals, and backstories.

Powers and Abilities:

Magic and supernatural abilities.
Physical strength and agility.
Intelligence and cunning.

Weaknesses:

Vulnerabilities and limitations.
Fears and phobias.
Emotional weaknesses.

World-Building

World-building is the process of creating a detailed and immersive environment for your fantasy novel.

Can include geography, climate, culture, and history.

Geography:
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Landforms and features.
Climate and weather patterns.
Natural resources and ecosystems.

Culture:

Customs and traditions.
Language and communication.
Art and architecture.

History:

Major events and eras.
Key figures and leaders.
Conflicts and wars.
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Writing Your Fantasy Novel

Plot Structure

Plot structure refers to the sequence of events that make up your story.

Can include exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

Exposition:

Introduction to the setting and characters.
Establishing the conflict or problem.

Rising Action:

Building tension and conflict.
Introducing obstacles and challenges.

Climax:

The most intense or critical moment in the story.
The turning point or resolution of the conflict.

Falling Action:

The events that follow the climax.
Resolving loose ends and tying up plot threads.

Resolution:

The conclusion of the story.
Tying up loose ends and providing closure.

Writing Tips and Tricks

Use descriptive language to bring your world and characters to life.

Show, don't tell, to create a more immersive and engaging story.

Descriptive Language:

Use sensory details to describe the setting and characters.
Use figurative language, such as metaphors and similes, to create vivid and memorable descriptions.

Show, Don't Tell:

Rather than telling the reader what's happening, show them through action, dialogue, and body
language.
Use dialogue and internal monologues to reveal character traits and emotions.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Avoid info dumping, or providing too much information at once.
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Avoid clichés and overused tropes, and try to create something unique and original.

Info Dumping:

Avoid providing too much information at once, and try to spread it out throughout the story.
Use subtle hints and clues to reveal important information, rather than spelling it out for the reader.

Clichés and Tropes:

Avoid using overused and familiar plot devices, and try to create something new and original.
Use twists and surprises to keep the reader engaged and interested.
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Conclusion and Next Steps

Conclusion

Congratulations, you've completed the lesson on creating magical creatures and characters for your fantasy
novel!

Remember to keep practicing and honing your skills, and don't be afraid to try new things and take risks.

Next Steps

Continue to develop your magical creatures and characters, and think about how they can be used to
advance the plot and develop the story.

Experiment with different writing styles and techniques, such as descriptive language and dialogue.

Writing Prompts:

Write a scene in which your magical creature meets a human character.
Write a short story featuring your magical creature and character.

Resources:

Fantasy novels and books for inspiration and guidance.
Online resources and writing communities for support and feedback.

Final Thoughts

Remember, writing a fantasy novel takes time, effort, and practice.

Don't be discouraged if your first draft isn't perfect – just keep writing, and you'll get there eventually.

Final Tips:

Keep writing, and don't give up.
Be open to feedback and criticism, and use it to improve your writing.
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