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Lesson Introduction

Welcome to an exciting journey into the world of punctuation! Punctuation marks are like traffic signals for
reading - they help us understand exactly what the writer means. In this lesson, we'll explore how these tiny but
mighty symbols can transform our writing.

What Are Punctuation Marks?

Punctuation marks are special symbols that help organize and clarify written language. They:

Separate words, phrases, and sentences
Indicate the flow of ideas
Help readers understand the writer's meaning
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Common Punctuation Marks

Period (.)

Used to end a complete sentence. It tells the reader to pause and take a breath.

Example: I love learning about punctuation.

Comma (,)

Separates items in a list, sets off phrases, and creates pauses in sentences.

Example: I need apples, bananas, oranges, and grapes.

Question Mark (?)

Used at the end of a sentence that asks a direct question.

Example: Do you understand punctuation?
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More Punctuation Marks

Exclamation Point (!)

Expresses strong emotion or excitement.

Example: What an amazing lesson!

Apostrophe (')

Shows possession or creates contractions.

Examples:
Sarah's book (possession)
Can't = Cannot (contraction)

Quotation Marks (" ")

Enclose exact words spoken by someone or highlight specific terms.

Example: "Punctuation is fun!" said the teacher.
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Fun Punctuation Facts

Punctuation can change the entire meaning of a sentence
Different punctuation creates different reading experiences
Careful punctuation helps clear communication

Practice Activity

Try rewriting these sentences with correct punctuation:

1. lets go to the park
2. what time is it
3. i love learning
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Assessment and Learning Targets

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

Identify and use six major punctuation marks
Explain the purpose of each punctuation mark
Correctly punctuate simple sentences
Understand how punctuation impacts meaning

Recommended Resources

Punctuation practice worksheets
Interactive online punctuation games
Classroom punctuation wall chart
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