
Setting and Motivation in English Language Learning: A
7th Grade Exploration

Introduction

Welcome to this interactive worksheet on setting and motivation in English language learning. This activity is
designed for 7th-grade students to explore how authors use setting and character motivations to shape the
narrative of a story. By the end of this worksheet, you will be able to recognize how setting and character
motivation influence the plot and character development in a story.
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Section 1: Understanding Setting and Motivation

1. What is the definition of setting in a story?

2. How does the setting influence the plot and character development?

3. What is character motivation, and how does it drive the plot?
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Section 2: Analyzing Setting and Motivation

Read the following passage and answer the questions:

"The old, abandoned house on the hill had been vacant for years. The once beautiful garden was
overgrown with weeds, and the sound of crickets filled the air. As I stepped inside, I felt a chill run down
my spine."

1. What is the setting of the passage?

2. How does the setting influence the character's mood?

3. What motivates the character to enter the abandoned house?
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Section 3: Creative Writing

Write a short story (approx. 250-300 words) using the following prompt:

"Imagine you are a character in a story, and you have just arrived in a new town. Describe the setting and
how it makes you feel. What motivates you to explore the town, and what do you discover?"
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Section 4: Theme Identification

Read the following passage and answer the questions:

"The city was a bustling metropolis, filled with people from all walks of life. The sound of car horns and
chatter filled the air, and the smell of food from street vendors wafted through the streets. As I walked
through the city, I felt a sense of excitement and wonder."

1. What is the theme of the passage?

2. How does the setting contribute to the theme?

3. What motivates the character to explore the city?
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Section 5: Reflection

Individual Reflection:

1. What did you learn about setting and motivation?

2. How can you use setting and motivation in your own writing?

3. What challenges did you face in this worksheet, and how did you overcome them?
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Conclusion

Congratulations on completing this worksheet! You have explored how authors use setting and character
motivations to shape the narrative of a story. Remember to apply this knowledge to your own reading and
writing, and don't hesitate to ask for help when needed.
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