Creating Relatable Characters with Descriptive
Language and Cultural Sensitivity

Introduction

Welcome to this comprehensive lesson plan on creating relatable characters with
descriptive language and cultural sensitivity. This lesson is designed for 13-year-old
students and aims to help them develop their creative writing skills by focusing on the
creation of relatable characters, using descriptive language, and incorporating cultural
sensitivity. By the end of this lesson, students will be able to craft characters that reflect
the complexity of the real world, using vivid descriptions and culturally sensitive
portrayals.



Lesson Objectives

The objectives of this lesson are to:

» Analyze the use of descriptive language in a given text to identify how it contributes
to the creation of relatable characters

» Create a character profile using descriptive language and cultural sensitivity

o Evaluate the effectiveness of a character's relatability in a given text

» Apply their understanding of descriptive language and cultural sensitivity to create a
relatable character in their own writing

Example

For example, in the novel "The House on Mango Street" by Sandra Cisneros, the protagonist
Esperanza is a relatable character because of her vivid descriptions and culturally sensitive
portrayal. Students will analyze how Cisneros uses descriptive language to create a relatable
character and apply this understanding to their own writing.



Materials

The following materials are required for this lesson:

Whiteboard and markers

Character profile template

Graphic organizers

Sentence frames

Visual aids

Online resources (e.g., writing prompts, multimedia tools)
Text: "The House on Mango Street" by Sandra Cisneros

ELL/ESL Support Strategies

Provide visual aids, such as diagrams or pictures, to illustrate key concepts
Offer sentence frames and graphic organizers to support writing

Use multimedia resources, such as videos or audio recordings, to provide
additional support

Encourage students to use visual aids, such as pictures or diagrams, to support
their writing

Provide one-on-one support and feedback to ELL/ESL students



Procedure

The procedure for this lesson is as follows:

Minutes 1-5: Introduction and Hook

« Introduce the topic of creating relatable characters with descriptive language and

cultural sensitivity
o Ask students to share their favorite characters from books or movies and explain

why they find them relatable
+ Write down the characters on the board and ask students to explain why they are

relatable
« Introduce the concept of descriptive language and cultural sensitivity, and explain

why they are crucial in storytelling
Minutes 6-10: Direct Instruction

e Provide a direct instruction on the key elements of creating relatable characters,
including descriptive language and cultural sensitivity

e Use visual aids, such as diagrams or pictures, to illustrate key concepts

» Provide examples from various texts, highlighting how authors use sensory details
to bring their characters to life

 Introduce the concept of showing rather than telling, and explain how descriptive
language can help students create more vivid and engaging characters

Minutes 11-15: Guided Practice

¢ Provide students with a graphic organizer to help them brainstorm and create their

own characters

e The organizer will include prompts such as physical description, personality traits,
and cultural background

e Circulate around the room, providing guidance and support, especially for ELL/ESL

students
e Encourage students to use descriptive language and consider cultural sensitivity

when creating their characters
Minutes 16-20: Independent Practice

» Students will write a descriptive paragraph about their character, using the graphic
organizer as a guide
¢ Encourage students to use sensory details and vivid descriptions to bring their

characters to life
o ELL/ESL students will be provided with sentence frames and visual aids to support

their writing
Minutes 21-25: Sharing and Feedback

» Students will share their paragraphs with a partner or in a small group, providing
feedback and suggestions for improvement

e Circulate around the room, providing guidance and support, and encouraging
students to use descriptive language and cultural sensitivity in their feedback

Minutes 26-30: Conclusion

¢ Conclude the lesson by asking students to reflect on what they learned and how
they can apply it to their future writing

» Provide feedback and encouragement, highlighting the importance of creating
relatable characters and using descriptive language and cultural sensitivity in
storytelling

e End the lesson with a thought-provoking question or a writing prompt, encouraging
students to continue exploring the topic and developing their writing skills



Assessment

The assessment for this lesson will include:

o Character profile project
e Short story

¢ Character dialogue

+ Reflective essay

Extension Activities

¢ Character interview
e Cultural immersion
¢ Character collaboration



Parent Engagement

Parents can be engaged in this lesson by:

¢ Parent-child character creation
o Parent feedback and guidance
e Parent-teacher communication

Safety Considerations

Establish a safe and inclusive classroom environment

Set clear guidelines and expectations for respectful dialogue and feedback

Be aware of potential triggers or sensitive topics that may arise during the lesson
Provide necessary accommodations and support for ELL/ESL students



Teaching Tips

The following teaching tips can be used to support this lesson:

e Use visual aids to support ELL/ESL students

Provide graphic organizers to help students brainstorm and organize their ideas
Offer sentence frames to support ELL/ESL students

Encourage peer feedback and revision

Differentiate instruction to accommodate different learning styles and abilities

Reflection Questions

o What strategies were most effective in supporting ELL/ESL students during the
lesson?

* How can the lesson be modified to accommodate different learning styles and
abilities?

+ What opportunities can be created for students to share their writing and receive
feedback from their peers?



Next Steps

The next steps for this lesson can include:

e Developing character relationships
o Writing from different perspectives
e Creating a short story



Advanced Concepts

As students progress in their understanding of creating relatable characters, it's essential to introduce advanced concepts that
can help them refine their skills. One such concept is the use of subtext, which refers to the underlying emotions, motivations,
and conflicts that drive a character's actions and dialogue. By incorporating subtext into their writing, students can create more
nuanced and believable characters that resonate with readers.

Example

For example, in the novel "The Catcher in the Rye" by J.D. Salinger, the protagonist Holden Caulfield's subtext is rooted in
his feelings of alienation and disconnection from the world around him. Through his dialogue and actions, Salinger
masterfully conveys Holden's subtext, creating a rich and complex character that readers can empathize with.

Teaching Tips

» Use examples from literature to illustrate the concept of subtext

+ Encourage students to analyze the subtext in a given text and discuss how it contributes to the
character's development

¢ Provide writing prompts that ask students to incorporate subtext into their own characters



Character Development Techniques

There are several techniques that students can use to develop their characters, including character interviews, character
mapping, and writing from different perspectives. Character interviews involve asking questions to get to know the character,
such as their background, motivations, and goals. Character mapping involves creating a visual representation of the character's
traits, relationships, and conflicts. Writing from different perspectives involves writing from the character's point of view, as well
as from the perspective of other characters in the story.

Case Study

For example, in the novel "To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee, the character of Scout Finch is developed
through a combination of character interviews, character mapping, and writing from different perspectives.

Through Scout's narrative voice, Lee masterfully conveys her character's traits, relationships, and conflicts,
creating a rich and nuanced character that readers can empathize with.

Reflection Questions

+ What techniques can be used to develop characters in a story?

 How can character development techniques be used to create more nuanced and believable
characters?

+ What are some common pitfalls to avoid when developing characters?



Cultural Sensitivity and Awareness

When creating characters, it's essential to consider cultural sensitivity and awareness. This involves being mindful of the cultural
backgrounds, traditions, and experiences of the characters and avoiding stereotypes, biases, and cultural appropriation. By
being culturally sensitive and aware, students can create characters that are respectful, authentic, and relatable to readers from

diverse backgrounds.

Example

For example, in the novel "The Joy Luck Club" by Amy Tan, the characters are developed with cultural sensitivity and
awareness, reflecting the experiences and traditions of Chinese-American women. Through the characters' narratives, Tan
masterfully conveys the complexities of cultural identity, creating a rich and nuanced portrayal of the Chinese-American
experience.

Teaching Tips

» Use examples from literature to illustrate the importance of cultural sensitivity and awareness
e Encourage students to research and learn about different cultures and traditions
» Provide writing prompts that ask students to create characters from diverse cultural backgrounds



Character Relationships and Dynamics

Character relationships and dynamics are essential to creating a compelling story. By developing complex and nuanced
relationships between characters, students can create tension, conflict, and drama that drives the plot forward. This involves
considering the characters' motivations, goals, and conflicts, as well as their interactions and dialogue.

Case Study

For example, in the novel "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald, the relationships between the characters
are complex and nuanced, driving the plot forward and creating tension and conflict. Through the characters'
interactions and dialogue, Fitzgerald masterfully conveys the corrupting influence of wealth and the decline of
the American Dream.

Reflection Questions

+ What are some techniques for developing character relationships and dynamics?
* How can character relationships and dynamics be used to create tension and conflict in a story?
* What are some common pitfalls to avoid when developing character relationships and dynamics?



Revision and Editing

Once students have developed their characters and written their stories, it's essential to revise and edit their work. This involves
reviewing the character development, plot, and writing style, and making revisions to strengthen the story and characters. By
revising and editing their work, students can create a polished and engaging story that showcases their characters and writing

skills.

Example

For example, in the novel "The Hunger Games" by Suzanne Collins, the characters and plot are carefully revised and edited
to create a compelling and suspenseful story. Through the characters' narratives and interactions, Collins masterfully
conveys the themes of survival, rebellion, and social commentary, creating a rich and nuanced portrayal of a dystopian

world.

Teaching Tips

* Use examples from literature to illustrate the importance of revision and editing
e Encourage students to review and revise their work, using peer feedback and self-assessment
* Provide writing prompts that ask students to revise and edit their work, using specific criteria and

guidelines



Conclusion

In conclusion, creating relatable characters is a crucial aspect of writing a compelling story. By using descriptive language,
cultural sensitivity, and character development techniques, students can create characters that resonate with readers and drive
the plot forward. Through the use of subtext, character relationships, and revision and editing, students can refine their
characters and create a polished and engaging story.

Reflection Questions

+ What are some key takeaways from this lesson on creating relatable characters?

+ How can students apply the techniques and strategies learned in this lesson to their own writing?

+ What are some areas for further exploration and development in the topic of creating relatable
characters?
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