
Creating Digital Character Maps and Profiles to Explore
Themes and Relationships in the Novel

Introduction to Digital Character Maps and Profiles

Welcome to this interactive worksheet designed to help you explore themes and relationships in a novel
through the creation of digital character maps and profiles. This activity is aimed at 15-year-old students and
is intended to enhance your understanding of literary works and develop your critical thinking skills.

To begin, let's define what a character map and profile are. A character map is a visual representation of
the relationships between characters in a novel, while a character profile is a detailed description of a
character's background, motivations, and relationships. Digital tools can enhance the creation of these
maps and profiles by allowing you to easily organize and visualize the information.

Understanding Character Maps and Profiles

1. What is a character map, and how is it used in novel analysis?

2. What information is typically included in a character profile?

3. How can digital tools enhance the creation of character maps and profiles?
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Analyzing Character Relationships

Choose a novel and identify two main characters. How do their relationships with other characters influence
the plot?

1. Create a simple digital character map using a tool like MindMeister or Coggle. Include at least three
characters and their relationships.

2. How do the characters' motivations and conflicts contribute to the novel's themes?

Group Task:

Work in pairs to create a digital character map for a novel of your choice. Use a digital collaboration
platform like Google Jamboard or Microsoft Teams to work on your map.

Creating Digital Character Profiles

Select a character from the novel and create a detailed digital profile. Include their background, motivations,
and relationships.

1. Use a digital tool like Google Slides or PowerPoint to create a multimedia presentation about your
character.

2. How does your character's development throughout the novel contribute to the overall themes?
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Exploring Themes

Identify a theme from the novel and explain how it is developed through character relationships and
interactions.

1. Create a digital infographic that illustrates the theme and its connection to the characters.

2. How do the characters' experiences and perspectives contribute to the novel's exploration of the
theme?

Individual Reflection:

1. What was the most surprising thing you learned about the novel and its characters through this
activity?

2. How will this learning change your actions in the future?

Collaborative Activity

Group Task:

Work in groups to create a comprehensive digital character map that includes all main characters and
their relationships. Use a digital collaboration platform like Google Jamboard or Microsoft Teams to
work on your map.

1. Assign roles within your group: researcher, designer, presenter, and critic.
2. Presentation guidelines:
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Digital Citizenship

What are some guidelines for responsible digital behavior when creating and sharing online content?

1. How can you ensure the privacy and security of your digital work?

2. What are some consequences of cyberbullying and online harassment?

Group Discussion:

Discuss the importance of digital citizenship and how it relates to your online activities.

Creative Writing

Imagine you are a character from the novel. Write a diary entry or letter to another character, exploring your
thoughts and feelings about the events of the novel.

1. Use descriptive language to bring your character to life.

2. Include insights into your character's motivations and relationships.
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Critical Thinking

Analyze the novel's use of symbolism and motifs. How do these literary devices contribute to the themes and
character development?

1. Identify and explain at least two symbols or motifs from the novel.

2. Use digital tools to create a visual representation of the symbols or motifs and their significance.

Individual Reflection:

1. What did you learn about the novel and its characters through this activity?

2. How can you apply the skills you learned in this activity to future literary analyses?

Conclusion

Congratulations on completing this interactive worksheet! You have developed your skills in creating digital
character maps and profiles, analyzing character relationships, and exploring themes in a novel.

1. Reflect on what you learned and how you can apply these skills in future literary analyses.

2. Provide feedback on this activity and suggest improvements for future worksheets.
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Advanced Concepts in Digital Character Maps and Profiles

As you continue to explore the world of digital character maps and profiles, it's essential to delve into more
advanced concepts that can enhance your understanding of literary works. One such concept is the use of
color-coding and symbolism in character maps. By assigning specific colors to different characters,
relationships, or themes, you can create a visually striking and informative map that reveals deeper insights into
the novel.

Case Study: The Great Gatsby

In F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby, the characters of Jay Gatsby and Tom Buchanan can be represented by
different colors, symbolizing their distinct personalities and relationships. Gatsby, with his grand and elaborate
parties, can be associated with the color gold, representing wealth and luxury. Tom, on the other hand, can be
linked to the color red, signifying passion and aggression. By using these colors in a character map, you can
visualize the complex web of relationships between characters and themes in the novel.

Example: Creating a Color-Coded Character Map

To create a color-coded character map, start by selecting a digital tool like MindMeister or Coggle. Choose a
color scheme that resonates with the novel's themes and characters. Assign colors to each character,
relationship, or theme, and use these colors consistently throughout the map. As you add more characters and
relationships, the map will become a vibrant and informative visual representation of the novel's complex
dynamics.
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Digital Tools for Character Analysis

The digital landscape offers a wide range of tools and platforms that can facilitate character analysis and the
creation of digital character maps and profiles. From mind mapping and collaboration software to multimedia
presentation tools, the options are vast and varied. It's essential to explore these tools and find the ones that
best suit your needs and preferences.

Tool: MindMeister

MindMeister is a popular mind mapping tool that allows you to create digital maps and share them with others.
With its user-friendly interface and robust features, MindMeister is an excellent choice for creating character
maps and profiles. You can add images, videos, and notes to each character, making it a comprehensive and
engaging tool for literary analysis.

Example: Creating a Character Profile with MindMeister

To create a character profile with MindMeister, start by creating a new map and adding the character's name as
the central topic. Then, add branches for the character's background, motivations, and relationships. Use
images, videos, and notes to flesh out each branch, and explore the character's development throughout the
novel. As you work on the profile, you can share it with others and collaborate in real-time, making it a powerful
tool for group projects and discussions.
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Collaboration and Sharing

One of the significant advantages of digital character maps and profiles is the ability to collaborate and share
with others. Whether you're working on a group project or seeking feedback from peers, digital tools make it
easy to share your work and receive constructive criticism. By sharing your character maps and profiles, you can
gain new insights, identify areas for improvement, and develop a deeper understanding of the novel and its
characters.

Collaboration: Sharing Character Maps and Profiles

To share your character maps and profiles, use digital collaboration platforms like Google Drive or Microsoft
Teams. Upload your maps and profiles to the platform, and invite others to view and edit them. As you work
together, use the commenting and messaging features to discuss the characters, themes, and relationships, and
provide feedback on each other's work. By collaborating and sharing your digital character maps and profiles,
you can create a rich and immersive learning experience that enhances your understanding of literary works.

Example: Sharing a Character Map on Google Drive

To share a character map on Google Drive, start by uploading the map to your Google Drive account. Then, right-
click on the file and select "Get shareable link." Copy the link and share it with others, either by email or through
a messaging platform. As others view and edit the map, you can track changes and provide feedback in real-
time, making it an excellent tool for collaborative learning and literary analysis.
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Assessment and Evaluation

As you create and share digital character maps and profiles, it's essential to assess and evaluate your work. By
reflecting on your learning and identifying areas for improvement, you can refine your skills and develop a
deeper understanding of literary works. Use rubrics and self-assessment checklists to evaluate your character
maps and profiles, and seek feedback from peers and instructors to enhance your learning experience.

Assessment: Evaluating Character Maps and Profiles

To evaluate your character maps and profiles, use a rubric that assesses content, organization, and design.
Consider the depth and accuracy of the information, the clarity and coherence of the map or profile, and the
effectiveness of the design and layout. As you reflect on your work, identify areas for improvement and develop
a plan to refine your skills and create more comprehensive and engaging character maps and profiles.

Example: Using a Rubric to Evaluate a Character Map

To use a rubric to evaluate a character map, start by selecting a rubric that aligns with your learning objectives.
Then, review the map against the criteria, assessing content, organization, and design. Provide feedback to the
creator, highlighting strengths and weaknesses, and suggest areas for improvement. By using a rubric to
evaluate character maps and profiles, you can ensure that your assessments are fair, consistent, and
informative, and that you're providing constructive feedback that enhances the learning experience.
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Conclusion and Future Directions

As you conclude your exploration of digital character maps and profiles, reflect on the skills and knowledge
you've acquired. Consider how you can apply these skills to future literary analyses and how you can continue to
develop your expertise in creating comprehensive and engaging character maps and profiles. By embracing the
possibilities of digital tools and collaboration, you can create a rich and immersive learning experience that
enhances your understanding of literary works and prepares you for success in your academic and professional
pursuits.

Reflection: Future Directions

As you look to the future, consider how you can integrate digital character maps and profiles into your
literary analyses. Think about the tools and platforms you've used, the skills you've developed, and the
knowledge you've acquired. Reflect on the challenges you've faced and the successes you've achieved, and
develop a plan to continue refining your skills and exploring the possibilities of digital character maps and
profiles. By doing so, you'll be well on your way to becoming a skilled literary analyst and a proficient user of
digital tools for character analysis.

Example: Creating a Personal Learning Plan

To create a personal learning plan, start by reflecting on your strengths and weaknesses. Identify areas where
you'd like to improve and develop a plan to address these areas. Consider the tools and resources you'll need,
the support you'll require, and the timeline for achieving your goals. By creating a personal learning plan, you'll
be able to focus your efforts, track your progress, and achieve your objectives, ensuring that you continue to
grow and develop as a literary analyst and a user of digital tools for character analysis.
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Appendix: Digital Tools for Character Analysis

The following is a list of digital tools that can be used for character analysis, including mind mapping and
collaboration software, multimedia presentation tools, and online platforms for literary analysis. These tools can
help you create comprehensive and engaging character maps and profiles, and enhance your understanding of
literary works.

Tool: MindMeister

MindMeister is a popular mind mapping tool that allows you to create digital maps and share them with others.
With its user-friendly interface and robust features, MindMeister is an excellent choice for creating character
maps and profiles.

Tool: Google Drive

Google Drive is a cloud-based storage platform that allows you to store and share files, including character
maps and profiles. With its collaboration features and user-friendly interface, Google Drive is an excellent choice
for working on group projects and sharing your work with others.
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