
Mastering Suffixes: Enhancing
Vocabulary for 11-Year-Olds

Student Name: _______________________

Class: _______________________

Due Date: _______________________

Introduction to Suffixes
Welcome to the world of suffixes! In this worksheet, you will learn about
the different types of suffixes, how to use them to form new words, and
how to decode unfamiliar words. Suffixes are an essential part of the
English language, and mastering them will help you improve your
reading comprehension, vocabulary, and writing skills.

Definition of a suffix
Types of suffixes
Importance of suffixes in language

Complete these concept checks:

1. What is a suffix?
_____________________________________________________

2. Provide an example of a word that uses a suffix:
_______________________

3. What is the purpose of a suffix in a word?
_______________________



Types of Suffixes
There are two main types of suffixes: inflectional and derivational.
Inflectional suffixes change the grammatical function of a word, while
derivational suffixes change the meaning of a word.

Inflectional suffixes: -s, -ed, -ing
Derivational suffixes: -ful, -less, -ment

Complete these concept checks:

1. What are the two main types of suffixes?
_______________________

2. Provide an example of a word that uses an inflectional suffix:
_______________________

3. Provide an example of a word that uses a derivational suffix:
_______________________



Suffixes in Action

Use the following suffixes to form new words:

1. Use the suffix -ful to form a new word:
_______________________

2. Use the suffix -less to form a new word:
_______________________

3. Use the suffix -ment to form a new word:
_______________________

Use the following words to build sentences:

1. happy + -ness = _______________________
2. run + -ner = _______________________
3. develop + -ment = _______________________



Word Search

Find and circle the words that use suffixes in the following word
search:

A E L M O R T C A E H L O

I T C H Y F U L L Y S S I

T E A R O F F S U P P O R T

L E S S O N S F U L L Y E A

R U N N E R S U P P O R T I

E S S I G N M E N T S U P P

            



Suffix Charades

Act out the following words that use suffixes:

1. unforgettable
2. unbreakable
3. beautiful



Suffix Sorting

Sort the following words into categories based on their suffixes:

1. happiness
2. runner
3. development
4. painful
5. hopeful



Suffix Games

Play the following games to practice your knowledge of suffixes:

1. Suffix Bingo: create bingo cards with words that use suffixes
and play a game of bingo.

2. Suffix Memory Match: create pairs of words that use suffixes
and play a game of memory match.



Suffix Research
Research and write about the history and evolution of suffixes in the
English language.



Conclusion
Congratulations! You have completed the Mastering Suffixes
worksheet. Remember to practice using suffixes in your everyday
writing and conversation to improve your vocabulary and
communication skills.

Choose any combination of the following extension activities:

1. Design and explain a suffix-based word game.
2. Create a suffix-themed crossword puzzle.
3. Write a short story using at least 10 words that use suffixes.



Suffixes in Different Subjects
Suffixes are used in various subjects, including science, mathematics, and social studies. In science, suffixes
are used to form words related to biology, chemistry, and physics. For example, the suffix -logy is used to form
words such as biology, geology, and psychology.

Example

The suffix -logy is used to form words related to the study of a particular subject. For example, biology is the
study of living organisms, geology is the study of the Earth, and psychology is the study of the mind.

Complete these concept checks:

1. What is the suffix used to form words related to the study of a particular subject?
_______________________

2. Provide an example of a word that uses the suffix -logy: _______________________
3. What is the meaning of the word biology? _______________________

Suffixes in Literature
Suffixes are also used in literature to create new words and to add meaning to existing words. For example, the
suffix -ful is used to form words such as hopeful, colorful, and thoughtful.

Case Study

In the novel "To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee, the author uses the suffix -ful to create words such as
hopeful and colorful to describe the characters and setting. The use of these words adds depth and meaning to
the story.

Discuss the following questions:

1. How do suffixes contribute to the meaning of words in literature?
2. Provide an example of a word that uses the suffix -ful in a literary work: _______________________
3. How does the use of suffixes affect the tone and atmosphere of a literary work?

Suffixes in Everyday Life
Suffixes are used in everyday life to create new words and to add meaning to existing words. For example, the
suffix -able is used to form words such as readable, writable, and livable.

Example

The suffix -able is used to form words that describe something that can be done or achieved. For example,
readable means able to be read, writable means able to be written, and livable means able to be lived in.

Complete these concept checks:

1. What is the suffix used to form words that describe something that can be done or achieved?
_______________________

2. Provide an example of a word that uses the suffix -able: _______________________
3. What is the meaning of the word readable? _______________________

Suffixes in Technology
Suffixes are used in technology to create new words and to add meaning to existing words. For example, the
suffix -ware is used to form words such as software, hardware, and malware.



Case Study

In the field of computer science, the suffix -ware is used to form words that describe different types of computer
programs and systems. For example, software refers to the programs and operating systems that run on a
computer, while hardware refers to the physical components of a computer.

Discuss the following questions:

1. How do suffixes contribute to the meaning of words in technology?
2. Provide an example of a word that uses the suffix -ware in a technological context:

_______________________
3. How does the use of suffixes affect the development of new technologies?

Suffixes in Medicine
Suffixes are used in medicine to create new words and to add meaning to existing words. For example, the
suffix -itis is used to form words such as arthritis, bronchitis, and tendonitis.

Example

The suffix -itis is used to form words that describe inflammation or infection. For example, arthritis refers to
inflammation of the joints, bronchitis refers to inflammation of the bronchial tubes, and tendonitis refers to
inflammation of the tendons.

Complete these concept checks:

1. What is the suffix used to form words that describe inflammation or infection? _______________________
2. Provide an example of a word that uses the suffix -itis: _______________________
3. What is the meaning of the word arthritis? _______________________

Suffixes in Environmental Science
Suffixes are used in environmental science to create new words and to add meaning to existing words. For
example, the suffix -ology is used to form words such as ecology, biology, and geology.

Case Study

In the field of environmental science, the suffix -ology is used to form words that describe the study of different
aspects of the environment. For example, ecology refers to the study of the relationships between living
organisms and their environment, while biology refers to the study of living organisms.

Discuss the following questions:

1. How do suffixes contribute to the meaning of words in environmental science?
2. Provide an example of a word that uses the suffix -ology in an environmental context:

_______________________
3. How does the use of suffixes affect our understanding of environmental issues?
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Final Thoughts
Well done on completing your homework children! We hope you had
fun learning about suffixes and will continue to practice using them in
your everyday life.


