
Exploring Digital Photography and Elements of Design: A
Teacher Candidate's Guide

Introduction to Digital Photography and Elements of Design

Read the following introduction and answer the questions that follow:

Welcome to this comprehensive guide on digital photography and elements of design for teacher
candidates. This resource is designed to provide you with the knowledge and skills necessary to
effectively integrate digital photography into your art curriculum and promote student learning and
creativity.

1. What is the main purpose of this guide?

2. What are the benefits of integrating digital photography into the art curriculum?

Understanding the Elements of Design

Match the following elements of design with their definitions:

Element Definition

Line A continuous mark made on a surface by a drawing tool

Shape A self-contained area with height, width, and depth

Space The negative areas between and around objects

Texture The surface quality or "feel" of an object

Color The property of an object that is perceived by the eye as a result of the way it reflects or
emits light
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Using Digital Photography to Teach the Elements of Design

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

Digital photography is a powerful tool for teaching the elements of design to elementary and middle
school students. By using their cell phone cameras, students can explore their surroundings and capture
examples of each element. This hands-on approach to learning promotes student engagement, creativity,
and critical thinking.

1. What is the main benefit of using digital photography to teach the elements of design?

2. How can students use their cell phone cameras to capture examples of each element?

Lesson Plan: Exploring the Elements of Design through Digital Photography

Complete the following lesson plan:

Objective Procedure

Students will be able to identify and
explain the elements of design.

Introduction (10 minutes): Introduce the elements of design
and explain their importance in art education.

Students will be able to use their cell
phone cameras to capture examples of
each element.

Guided Practice (20 minutes): Have students work in pairs
to find examples of each element in the classroom or
school environment.
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Assessment

Complete the following assessment:

1. Observe student participation during the guided and independent practice activities.

2. Review student photographs for understanding of the elements of design.

3. Use a rubric to assess student understanding of the elements of design.

Extension Activity: Creating a Digital Photography Portfolio

Complete the following extension activity:

Have students create a digital portfolio of their photographs that demonstrate their understanding of the
elements of design. Encourage students to experiment with different editing software and techniques.
Have students present their portfolios to the class and discuss their creative decisions.
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Conclusion

Read the following conclusion and answer the questions that follow:

In conclusion, digital photography is a powerful tool for teaching the elements of design to elementary and
middle school students. By using their cell phone cameras, students can explore their surroundings and
capture examples of each element. This hands-on approach to learning promotes student engagement,
creativity, and critical thinking.

1. What is the main conclusion of this guide?

2. What are the benefits of using digital photography to teach the elements of design?

Reflection Questions

Answer the following reflection questions:

1. What are some challenges you may face when teaching the elements of design to elementary and
middle school students, and how can you overcome these challenges using digital photography?

2. How can you use digital photography to differentiate instruction and meet the diverse needs of your
students?

3. What are some ways you can assess student learning and understanding of the elements of design,
and how can you use digital photography to enhance student feedback and self-assessment?
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Worksheets and Activities

Complete the following worksheets and activities:

Worksheet 1: Identifying the Elements of Design

1. Identify the elements of design in the following photographs:

2. Explain how each element contributes to the overall composition of the photograph.

Activity 1: Digital Photography Scavenger Hunt

Create a list of the elements of design and have students work in pairs to find examples of each
element in the classroom or school environment.

Digital Photography Portfolio

Complete the following digital photography portfolio:

Have students create a digital portfolio of their photographs that demonstrate their understanding of the
elements of design. Encourage students to experiment with different editing software and techniques.
Have students present their portfolios to the class and discuss their creative decisions.
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Conclusion and Final Thoughts

Read the following conclusion and answer the questions that follow:

In conclusion, digital photography is a powerful tool for teaching the elements of design to elementary and
middle school students. By using their cell phone cameras, students can explore their surroundings and
capture examples of each element. This hands-on approach to learning promotes student engagement,
creativity, and critical thinking.

1. What is the main conclusion of this guide?

2. What are the benefits of using digital photography to teach the elements of design?

Final Reflection

Answer the following final reflection questions:

1. What did you learn from this guide?

2. How will you apply what you learned to your teaching practice?

3. What are some areas you would like to explore further?
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