
Saving Our Green Planet: Teaching Script

Lesson Overview
Grade Level: 4th Grade (Age 9)
Duration: 60 minutes
Subject: Environmental Science
Topic: Deforestation and Forest Conservation
Learning Objectives:

Understand what forests are and their importance
Define deforestation and its impacts
Identify ways to help protect forests
Develop environmental awareness and responsibility

✓ Forest pictures/posters ✓ Recycled paper samples ✓ Tree lifecycle cards ✓ Animal habitat cards ✓ World map

✓ Activity worksheets ✓ Colored markers ✓ Forest sounds audio

Introduction (5 minutes)

[Play gentle forest sounds as students enter]

"Close your eyes and imagine you're walking through a beautiful forest. What do you hear? What do you
smell? What do you see when you open your eyes?"

Allow 30 seconds of quiet imagination time. Encourage sensory descriptions.

Expected responses: Birds singing, leaves rustling, fresh air, tall trees, animals

Understanding Forests (10 minutes)

"A forest is like a busy city, but instead of buildings, we have trees. And instead of people, we have animals of
all kinds living there. Let's discover what makes forests so special!"

Key Discussion Points:

Forests as animal homes
Trees making oxygen
Clean air and water
Temperature control

Quick Activity: "Forest Role Play"

Students stand up and pretend to be trees
Arms as branches, fingers as leaves
Demonstrate photosynthesis through movement



Make forest sounds together



Exploring Deforestation (15 minutes)

[Show before/after forest images]

"What differences do you notice in these pictures? What happened to the forest?"

Common Misconceptions:

Trees grow back quickly
Only rainforests matter
Cutting any tree is bad

"Disappearing Forest" Demonstration

1. Use paper squares to represent forest
2. Remove squares for different reasons
3. Discuss impact on animals (use toy animals)
4. Show how replanting helps (add squares back)

Use simple analogies:

"Forest is like a giant umbrella protecting Earth"
"Trees are Earth's air cleaners"
"Forest soil is like a giant sponge"

Impact on Animals (10 minutes)

[Display animal habitat cards]

"Let's meet some forest animals and learn how losing their homes affects them."

Animal Impact Activity:

Show orangutan card - discuss tree homes
Show tiger card - discuss hunting grounds
Show bird card - discuss nesting sites
Students match animals to forest layers

Support Strategies:

Visual learners: Use animal pictures
Kinesthetic: Animal movement activities
ELL: Picture cards with simple labels



Solutions and Actions (15 minutes)

"We are all Forest Heroes! Let's learn how we can help protect our forests."

"Forest Hero Pledges":

1. Use both sides of paper
2. Recycle paper and cardboard
3. Plant trees in community
4. Learn more about forests
5. Share knowledge with others

Practical Actions for Students:

Create recycling stations
Start classroom paper saving
Design forest posters
Write letters about forests

Make It Personal:

Connect to local forests
Share success stories
Celebrate small actions
Create action calendars

Assessment and Closure (5 minutes)

[Distribute Forest Hero certificates]

"What was the most important thing you learned about forests today?"

Exit Ticket Activity:

Draw one way to help forests
Write one forest promise
Share with partner

Extension Activities:

Start class recycling project
Create forest fact books
Monitor paper usage



Plan tree planting event


