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Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: Critical Thinking and Values-Based
Decision-Making

Unit Title: Developing Critical Thinking Skills to
Apply Values in Real-World Scenarios

Grade Level: 9

Lesson Number: 1 of 10

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

e Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving
¢ Values-Based Decision-Making
¢ Real-World Applications

Skills Standards:

e Analytical Thinking
e Creative Thinking
e Practical Thinking

Cross-Curricular Links:
¢ English Language Arts

¢ Mathematics
e Science

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

Duration: 60 minutes
Date: March 12, 2024
Teacher: Ms. Jane Doe
Room: 101

e What is critical thinking and how is it used in real-world scenarios?
¢ How do values and ethics influence decision-making?
¢ How can critical thinking and values-based decision-making be applied to community issues?

Enduring Understandings:

e Critical thinking is essential for navigating complex real-world scenarios.
¢ Values and ethics play a crucial role in decision-making.

£

e Critical thinking and values-based 8%

Student Context Analysis

c(fs"lfo7n-making can be applied to community issues.



Class Profile: Learning Styles Distribution:

e Total Students: 25 e Visual: 40%

e ELL Students: 5 e Auditory: 30%

e |EP/504 Plans: 3 e Kinesthetic: 30%
¢ Gifted: 2
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Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

¢ Arrange desks in a circular formation to facilitate group discussions.
¢ Ensure all necessary materials are available, including whiteboard markers and printed copies of the
lesson plan.

Technology Needs:

e Computer with internet access for research and presentations.
¢ Projector and screen for displaying multimedia content.

Materials Preparation:

¢ Printed copies of the lesson plan and accompanying materials.
¢ Whiteboard markers and eraser.

Safety Considerations:

¢ Ensure all students are aware of the classroom rules and expectations.
e Encourage students to ask questions and seek help when needed.

Detailed Lesson Flow

? Introduction to Critical Thinking (10 minutes)

 Introduce the concept of critical thinking and its importance in everyday life.
e Discuss the different types of critical thinking, including analytical, creative, and practical thinking.

? Understanding Values and Ethics (15 minutes)

* Introduce the concept of values and ethics and their role in decision-making.
 Discuss the different types of values, including personal, cultural, and societal values.
Engagement Strategies:

e Think-pair-share to encourage student participation and engagement.
e Group discussions to facilitate critical thinking and values-based decision-making.

? Analyzing Real-World Scenarios (20 minutes)

e Provide students with a series of case studies that require critical thinking and values-based decision-
making.

e Have students work in small groups to analyze the case studies and develop a plan of action.

Checking for Understanding:

e Formative assessments to monitor student progress and understanding.
e Summative assessments to evaluate student learning at the end of the lesson.

? Developing a Personal Values Statement (15 minutes)

e Have students reflect on their own values and principles.




e Ask students to write a personal values statement that reflects their own values and principles.

? Applying Critical Thinking to Community Issues (20 minutes)

» Provide students with a community issue, such as environmental sustainability or social justice.
» Ask students to work in small groups to apply critical thinking skills to the issue.

? Conclusion and Reflection (10 minutes)

e Summarize the key points of the lesson.
¢ Ask students to reflect on what they learned and how they can apply critical thinking and values-based
decision-making in their everyday lives.
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Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners: For Advanced Learners:
¢ Provide additional support and scaffolding * Provide additional challenges and
to ensure understanding. extensions to promote critical thinking and
e Offer one-on-one instruction and feedback. values-based decision-making.

e Encourage independent research and
project-based learning.

ELL Support Strategies:

¢ Provide visual aids and graphic organizers to support language development.
« Offer bilingual resources and translations to facilitate understanding.

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

¢ Encourage self-awareness and self-reflection to promote emotional intelligence.
¢ Foster a positive and inclusive classroom environment to support social-emotional learning.

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

¢ Class discussions and participation.
e Group work and presentations.

Success Criteria:

¢ Demonstrate an understanding of critical thinking and values-based decision-making.
¢ Apply critical thinking skills to real-world scenarios.

Feedback Methods:

¢ Verbal feedback and constructive criticism.
¢ Written feedback and self-assessment.
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Homework & Extension Activities

Homework Assignment:

Ask students to research and write a short essay on a real-world scenario that requires critical thinking and
values-based decision-making.

Extension Activities:

¢ Invite a guest speaker to talk to the class about critical thinking and values-based decision-making in

their profession.
¢ Ask students to create a public service announcement or social media campaign that promotes
critical thinking and values-based decision-making.



Parent/Guardian Connection:

Encourage parents and guardians to engage in discussions with their child about critical thinking and
values-based decision-making, and provide resources and support for continued learning at home.

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

e What challenges do | anticipate?
¢ Which students might need extra support?
e What backup plans should | have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

e What went well?
e What would | change?
e Next steps for instruction?

Page 0 of 7



_Planit Teachers Logo Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Interactive Fun Activities

Debate Tournament:

¢ Have students participate in a debate tournament, where they will engage in respectful and
constructive discussions on real-world issues or topics.

Case Study Analysis:

¢ Provide students with a real-world case study that requires critical thinking and values-based decision-
making, and ask them to work in small groups to analyze the case study and develop a plan of action.

Role-Play Activity:

¢ Assign students different roles in a real-world scenario, and ask them to engage in a role-play activity
that requires critical thinking and values-based decision-making.

Critical Thinking Exercises:

¢ Provide students with a series of critical thinking exercises, such as puzzles, brain teasers, or logical
reasoning activities, designed to promote critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
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Conclusion

Developing critical thinking skills is essential for 14-year-old students to navigate complex real-world
scenarios and make informed decisions that align with their personal values. This lesson plan provides a
comprehensive approach to teaching critical thinking and values-based decision-making, including
interactive fun activities, real-world scenarios, and opportunities for reflection and feedback. By following
this lesson plan, teachers can help students develop the critical thinking skills necessary to succeed in all
areas of life.
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Appendix

Glossary of Terms:

e Critical thinking: the systematic evaluation and analysis of information and ideas to form a judgment
or decision.

¢ Values-based decision-making: the process of making decisions based on a set of principles or values
that guide behavior and action.

Additional Resources:

e Books: "The Art of Reasoning" by David Kelley, "The Power of Critical Thinking" by Lewis Vaughn.

¢ Articles: "The Importance of Critical Thinking in Education” by The Critical Thinking Community,
"Teaching Critical Thinking in the Classroom" by Edutopia.

¢ Websites: The Critical Thinking Community, Edutopia, TED-Ed.

Assessment Rubric:

¢ Demonstrates an understanding of critical thinking and values-based decision-making.
¢ Applies critical thinking skills to real-world scenarios.
¢ Participates in class discussions and activities.
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