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Introduction

Welcome to this exciting lesson on creating vivid characters using the story of Iron Man by Ted Hughes. In this
lesson, you will learn how authors use descriptive language to bring characters to life and how you can apply
this skill in your own writing.



Understanding Character Description

Character description is the process of using words to create a picture of a character in the reader's mind. It
includes details about appearance, personality, and actions. Let's explore how Ted Hughes uses descriptive
language to describe Iron Man.

Key Concepts:

Character description
Descriptive language
Sensory details



Activity 1: Describing Iron Man

Read the following passage from Iron Man by Ted Hughes and answer the questions below:

"Iron Man, Iron Man, with a heart of gold, / A hero of steel, with a story to be told."

1. What does Iron Man look like?
2. What kind of powers does he have?
3. How does he behave?



Activity 2: Creating Your Own Superhero

Imagine you are a superhero with special powers. Write a short paragraph describing your appearance, powers,
and personality. Don't forget to use descriptive language to bring your character to life!



Activity 3: Character Mapping

Create a character map of Iron Man, including his physical appearance, personality traits, and special powers.
Use the following questions to guide you:

What are Iron Man's strengths and weaknesses?
How does he interact with other characters in the story?
What motivates him to take action?



Activity 4: Writing a Character Description

Write a descriptive paragraph about a character from the story Iron Man. Use sensory details to describe the
character's appearance, personality, and actions.



Activity 5: Peer Review

Exchange your character description with a partner and provide feedback using the following questions:

What do you like about the character description?
What could be improved?
How does the description help you visualize the character?



Conclusion

In this lesson, you learned how to create vivid characters using descriptive language. Remember to use sensory
details to bring your characters to life and to practice writing descriptive paragraphs. Keep exploring and
creating your own characters!



Assessment

Complete the activities above

Write a short story featuring your own superhero character

Draw a picture of your superhero character and write a short description



Extension

Create a comic strip featuring your superhero character

Write a script for a scene where your superhero character meets Iron Man

Research and write about a real-life hero who inspires you



Glossary

Character description: the process of using words to create a picture of a character in the reader's mind

Descriptive language: words and phrases used to describe something, making it easier for the reader to
visualize

Sensory details: details that appeal to the senses of sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell


