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Mastering the Present Tense of the Verb to Be: A Comprehensive
Guide for Adult Learners

Introduction

Welcome to this comprehensive guide on mastering the present tense of the verb to be. This lesson plan is
designed for adult learners, aged 33, who are looking to improve their English language skills. The key
learning focus of this lesson is to understand the present tense of the verb to be, including its various forms,
uses, and applications in real-life situations. By the end of this lesson, learners will be able to use the present
tense of the verb to be correctly and confidently in their everyday conversations.

Lesson Objectives

Understand the different forms of the verb to be in the present tense, including "am," "is," and "are"

Learn how to use the present tense of the verb to be in sentences to describe current situations, conditions,
and emotions

Practice using the present tense of the verb to be in real-life scenarios and conversations

Develop an understanding of the importance of the present tense of the verb to be in effective
communication
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Forms and Uses of the Present Tense of the Verb to Be

The present tense of the verb to be has three main forms: "am," "is," and "are." These forms are used to
describe current situations, conditions, and emotions. The verb to be is used to link the subject of a sentence
to additional information, such as an adjective, a noun, or a prepositional phrase.

"Am" is used with the first person singular (I)
"Is" is used with the third person singular (he, she, it)

"Are" is used with the first person plural (we), the second person singular and plural (you), and the third
person plural (they)

Examples of the Present Tense of the Verb to Be

| am a student.
She is a teacher.

They are from the United States.
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Practice Exercises

Complete the following sentences with the correct form of the verb to be:

| a student.
She a teacher.
They from the United States.

Answer Key

| am a student.
She is a teacher.

They are from the United States.
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Real-Life Applications

The present tense of the verb to be is used in a variety of real-life situations, such as:

Introducing oneself: "I am John, nice to meet you."
Describing current situations: "l am studying English right now."

Expressing emotions: "l am happy to see you."

Conversation Practice

Practice using the present tense of the verb to be in conversations with a partner or in a small group:

Introduce yourself and ask your partner to introduce themselves.
Ask your partner about their current situation or emotions.

Respond to your partner's questions using the present tense of the verb to be.
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ELL/ESL Support Strategies

For English language learners, it is essential to provide additional support and scaffolding to ensure they
understand and can use the present tense of the verb to be correctly. Some strategies include:

Using visual aids, such as diagrams and charts, to illustrate the different forms and uses of the verb to be.

Providing real-life examples and scenarios to demonstrate how the present tense of the verb to be is used in
context.

Encouraging learners to work in pairs or small groups to practice using the present tense of the verb to be in
conversations.

Assessment and Evaluation

Assess learners' understanding of the present tense of the verb to be using a variety of methods, such as:

Quizzes and tests to assess learners' knowledge of the different forms and uses of the verb to be.

Writing prompts and assignments to assess learners' ability to use the present tense of the verb to be in
sentences and paragraphs.

Conversations and role-plays to assess learners' ability to use the present tense of the verb to be in real-life
situations.
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Conclusion and Review

In conclusion, mastering the present tense of the verb to be is a crucial aspect of English language learning,
and it is essential for effective communication. By using visual aids and real-life examples, teachers can help
adult learners to grasp this concept quickly and apply it in their everyday conversations.

Next Steps

To build on the learning progressions from this lesson, the following follow-up lessons can be planned:

Lesson on the past tense of the verb to be
Lesson on the future tense of the verb to be

Lesson on using the verb to be in different contexts
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Appendix

Glossary of key terms:

Verb to be: a linking verb used to connect the subject of a sentence to additional information

Present tense: a verb tense used to describe current situations, conditions, and emotions
List of additional resources for further practice and review:

Online grammar guides and tutorials
Language learning apps and software

English language learning textbooks and workbooks



Advanced Concepts

As learners progress in their understanding of the present tense of the verb to be, it is essential to introduce
more advanced concepts to help them refine their language skills. One such concept is the use of the present
tense of the verb to be in conditional sentences. Conditional sentences are used to express hypothetical or
uncertain situations, and the present tense of the verb to be is used to describe the condition or situation.

Example

If | were a millionaire, | would travel the world. In this sentence, the present tense of the verb to be is used in the
conditional clause "If | were a millionaire" to describe the hypothetical situation.

Error Analysis and Correction

Error analysis and correction are crucial aspects of language learning. Learners often make mistakes when
using the present tense of the verb to be, and it is essential to identify and correct these errors to help them
improve their language skills. Common errors include using the incorrect form of the verb to be, such as using

"am" instead of "is" or "are," or using the present tense of the verb to be in the wrong context.
Case Study

A learner writes the sentence "l is a student." The error in this sentence is the use of "is" instead of "am." The
correct sentence should be "I am a student." The teacher can use this opportunity to explain the correct usage
of the present tense of the verb to be and provide additional practice exercises to help the learner improve their
language skills.

Teaching Tips and Strategies

Teachers can use a variety of tips and strategies to help learners master the present tense of the verb to be.
One effective strategy is to use real-life examples and scenarios to demonstrate the usage of the present tense
of the verb to be. Teachers can also use visual aids, such as diagrams and charts, to help learners understand
the different forms and uses of the verb to be.

Teaching Tips

Use real-life examples and scenarios to demonstrate the usage of the present tense of the verb to be.

Use visual aids, such as diagrams and charts, to help learners understand the different forms and uses of the
verb to be.

Provide opportunities for learners to practice using the present tense of the verb to be in conversations and
writing exercises.

Assessment and Evaluation

Assessment and evaluation are essential components of the learning process. Teachers can use a variety of
methods to assess learners' understanding of the present tense of the verb to be, including quizzes, tests, and
writing assignments. It is also important to provide feedback to learners on their performance and to identify
areas where they need additional practice or review.

Example

A teacher gives a quiz to assess learners' understanding of the present tense of the verb to be. The quiz
includes questions such as "What is the correct form of the verb to be to use in the sentence 'l a
student?". The teacher can use the results of the quiz to identify areas where learners need additional practice
or review and to provide feedback to learners on their performance.

Conclusion and Future Directions



In conclusion, mastering the present tense of the verb to be is a crucial aspect of English language learning. By
using a variety of teaching tips and strategies, teachers can help learners develop a deep understanding of the
present tense of the verb to be and improve their language skills. Future directions for instruction can include
introducing more advanced concepts, such as the use of the present tense of the verb to be in conditional
sentences, and providing opportunities for learners to practice using the present tense of the verb to be in real-
life scenarios.

Future Directions

Introduce more advanced concepts, such as the use of the present tense of the verb to be in conditional
sentences.

Provide opportunities for learners to practice using the present tense of the verb to be in real-life scenarios.

Use technology, such as language learning apps and online resources, to provide additional practice and
review opportunities for learners.

Appendix
This appendix provides additional resources and support for learners and teachers. It includes a glossary of key

terms, a list of additional resources for further practice and review, and a set of answer keys for the exercises
and quizzes included in the lesson.

Glossary

Verb to be: a linking verb used to connect the subject of a sentence to additional information
Present tense: a verb tense used to describe current situations, conditions, and emotions

References

This lesson has drawn on a variety of sources and references to provide a comprehensive overview of the
present tense of the verb to be. These sources include language learning textbooks, online resources, and
academic studies on language acquisition and instruction.

Reference List

Language Learning Textbook: "English Grammar in Use" by Cambridge University Press
Online Resource: "Grammar Guide" by Purdue Online Writing Lab

Academic Study: "The Effects of Instruction on Language Acquisition" by the Journal of Language and
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