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Introduction to Setting and Motivation

Welcome to this worksheet on setting and motivation in English language learning. This activity is designed
to help you understand how authors use setting and character motivations to shape the narrative of a story.

By the end of this worksheet, you will be able to identify and analyze setting and motivation in literary texts,
and apply this knowledge to interpret stories more effectively.



Understanding Setting

1. What is setting in a story? _____________________________________________________

2. How does setting influence the plot and character development?
_____________________________________________________

3. Give an example of a story where the setting plays a significant role in the narrative.
_____________________________________________________



Understanding Motivation

1. What is character motivation in a story? _____________________________________________________

2. How do character motivations drive the plot and interact with the setting?
_____________________________________________________

3. Identify a character from a story you have read and explain what motivates their actions.
_____________________________________________________



Analyzing Setting and Motivation

Read the following passage and answer the questions:

"The old, abandoned house on the hill loomed over the town, its windows like empty eyes staring back. The
once-grand porch creaked in the wind, and the front door hung crookedly on its hinges. It was a place
where people whispered of ghostly apparitions and unexplained occurrences."

1. What is the setting of this passage? _____________________________________________________

2. How does the setting influence the mood and atmosphere of the story?
_____________________________________________________

3. What might motivate a character to approach or avoid this setting?
_____________________________________________________



Creative Writing

Write a short story (approx. 250-300 words) using the following prompt:

"A character returns to their childhood home after many years away. How does the setting of their
childhood home influence their motivations and actions?"



Literary Analysis

Read the following excerpt from a novel and answer the questions:

"As I stepped off the train and onto the platform, the cool mountain air enveloped me, a welcome respite
from the sweltering heat of the city. The trees towered above, their leaves rustling in the breeze, and the
sound of the river burbled in the distance. I felt a sense of peace wash over me, a sense of being home."

1. What is the setting of this excerpt? _____________________________________________________

2. How does the setting influence the character's emotions and motivations?
_____________________________________________________

3. What themes might the author be exploring through this setting?
_____________________________________________________



Group Discussion

Discuss the following questions with your group:

1. How do setting and motivation interact in a story?

2. Can you think of a story where the setting is more important than the characters' motivations? Why or
why not?

3. How do authors use setting and motivation to convey themes and ideas?



Setting and Motivation Map

Create a concept map illustrating the relationships between setting, motivation, and plot in a story of your
choice.



Reflection

Reflect on what you have learned about setting and motivation in this worksheet. How will you apply this
knowledge to your reading and writing in the future?



Extension Activity

Choose a novel or short story and create a visual project (e.g., infographic, comic strip, video) that
illustrates how the author uses setting and motivation to convey themes and ideas.



Conclusion

Congratulations on completing this worksheet! You have demonstrated your understanding of setting and
motivation in English language learning. Remember to apply this knowledge to your future readings and
writings, and to continue exploring the ways in which authors use literary elements to shape the narrative
of a story.


