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Introduction to Etymology

Welcome to this exciting journey into the world of English word origins and etymology! In this lesson, we will
explore the fascinating history of words and how they have evolved over time. By understanding the origins of
words, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the English language and improve our vocabulary and
communication skills.

What is Etymology?

Etymology is the study of the origins and history of words. It involves analyzing the roots, prefixes, and
suffixes of words to understand their meanings and relationships. By studying etymology, we can learn about
the cultural, social, and historical contexts that have shaped the English language.
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Activity 1: Word Origin Sorting

Sort the following words into categories based on their origins:

e Telephone
e Computer
e Restaurant
¢ Hospital

e School

Word Origin

Extension: Research and Write

Research and write a short paragraph about the origin of one of the words listed above.

Page



Activity 2: Etymology Mapping
Create a concept map illustrating the relationships between words with shared roots or prefixes.

Word Root/Prefix Meaning

Extension: Digital Concept Map

Create a digital concept map using an online tool and share it with the class.
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Activity 3: Word History Research
Research and present on the origin of a word of your choice.

Word Origin Meaning

Extension: Multimedia Presentation

Create a multimedia presentation (e.g., video, podcast, or infographic) about the origin of your chosen word.
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Activity 4: Word Root Analysis
Analyze the meanings of a set of words with shared roots or prefixes.

Word Root/Prefix Meaning

Extension: Essay Analysis

Write a short essay analyzing the meanings of a set of words with shared roots or prefixes.
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Conclusion

In this lesson, we have explored the basics of English word origins and etymology. By understanding the
origins of words, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the English language and improve our vocabulary and
communication skills. Remember to keep practicing and exploring the fascinating world of words!

Assessment

Complete the following questions to assess your understanding of the lesson:
1. What is etymology?

2. How has the meaning of the word "awful" changed over time?
3. What is the origin of the word "telephone"?
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Answer Key

1. Etymology is the study of the origins and history of words.

2. The word "awful" originally meant "awe-inspiring" but now means "bad" or "unpleasant.”

3. The word "telephone” comes from the Greek words "tele” meaning "far" and "phone” meaning "voice" or
"sound.”
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