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Identity Exploration: The House on Mango Street

Understanding Cultural Identity (30 minutes)

Explore the complex layers of personal and cultural identity through interactive activities inspired by Sandra
Cisneros' novel.

Identity Web Activity:

Create a personal identity web that includes:

Cultural background
Family history
Personal experiences
Language and communication
Community influences

[Space to draw your identity web]

Character Analysis: Esperanza Cordero (25 minutes)

Analyze Esperanza's journey of self-discovery through critical thinking and creative interpretation.

1. Identify key moments that shape Esperanza's identity:

2. How does Esperanza's language reflect her cultural identity?

3. Compare Esperanza's aspirations with the limitations of her environment:



Symbolic Interpretation Challenge (20 minutes)

Symbolic Object Analysis:

Select three symbolic objects from the novel and explain their deeper meaning:

Symbolic Object Symbolic Meaning Evidence from Text

1.

2.

3.



Creative Expression: Vignette Writing (35 minutes)

Write a personal vignette exploring an aspect of your own identity, inspired by Cisneros' writing style.

Vignette Writing Guidelines:

Focus on a specific moment or memory
Use sensory-rich descriptions
Reveal deeper emotional truths
Experiment with fragmented narrative style

[Space for vignette writing]

Intersectionality and Identity Discussion (25 minutes)

Group Discussion Prompts:

1. How do multiple aspects of identity (gender, culture, economic status) intersect in the novel?

2. Discuss examples of resilience and empowerment in Esperanza's community:

3. Reflect on how language and storytelling contribute to cultural preservation:

Final Reflection and Learning Summary

Personal Reflection:



1. What new insights have you gained about cultural identity?

2. How has reading "The House on Mango Street" expanded your understanding of personal
narratives?

3. What actions can you take to support cultural understanding and representation?
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Extension Activities and Resources

Multimedia Exploration Options:

Create a digital storytelling project about cultural identity
Design a visual presentation comparing Esperanza's experiences with contemporary immigrant
narratives
Develop a podcast episode discussing themes from the novel

Recommended Additional Resources:

1. Books:
"Always Running" by Luis Rodriguez
"Borderlands/La Frontera" by Gloria Anzaldúa
"American Born Chinese" by Gene Luen Yang

2. Documentaries:
PBS Series: "Latino Americans"
"Precious Knowledge" - Documentary on Chicano education

3. Online Resources:
Smithsonian Latino Center
National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies

Assessment Rubric: Identity Exploration Project

Criteria Excellent (4 pts) Proficient (3 pts) Developing (2
pts) Beginning (1 pt)

Critical
Analysis

Sophisticated
understanding of
identity themes

Clear understanding
of themes

Basic
understanding

Limited
understanding

Personal
Reflection

Deep, nuanced personal
insights

Thoughtful
personal
connections

Surface-level
connections

Minimal personal
reflection
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