
Analyzing and Evaluating Argumentative Essays for Structure and
Style: A Comprehensive Guide for Nigerian Students

Introduction to Argumentative Essays
Welcome to this comprehensive guide on analyzing and evaluating argumentative essays for structure
and style, tailored specifically for Nigerian students in Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12. This guide is designed to
equip you with the skills necessary to analyze and evaluate argumentative essays, focusing on their
structure and style.

An argumentative essay is a type of writing that requires you to investigate a topic, collect, generate, and evaluate
evidence, and establish a position on the topic in a clear and concise manner. The structure typically includes an
introduction with a claim, body paragraphs with evidence and reasoning, and a conclusion. Understanding this structure
is key to analyzing and evaluating these essays effectively.

Key Components of an Argumentative Essay
To analyze and evaluate an argumentative essay, you need to identify the key components, which include:

1. Claim: The main argument or point of the essay.

2. Evidence: Facts, statistics, or expert opinions used to support the claim.

3. Reasoning: The logical connections made between evidence and claim.

4. Counterargument: An acknowledgment and response to an opposing viewpoint.

Evaluating the Effectiveness of an Essay's Structure
To evaluate the effectiveness of an essay's structure, consider the following:

1. Introduction: Is the introduction engaging? Is the claim clear?

2. Body Paragraphs: Are the body paragraphs well-organized? Is the evidence relevant and sufficient?

3. Conclusion: Is the conclusion effective in summarizing the main points and reiterating the claim?



Critically Evaluating an Author's Style
To critically evaluate an author's style, consider the following:

1. Tone: What tone does the author convey? Is it formal or informal?

2. Language Use: How does the author use language to persuade the reader?

3. Persuasive Devices: What persuasive devices does the author use, such as metaphors or allusions?

Activity 1: Identifying Key Components
Read the following essay and identify the claim, evidence, reasoning, and counterargument.

[Insert essay]

1. What is the claim of the essay?

2. What evidence is used to support the claim?

3. How does the author use reasoning to connect the evidence to the claim?

4. Is there a counterargument presented? If so, how is it addressed?



Activity 2: Evaluating Essay Structure
Read the following essay and evaluate its structure.

[Insert essay]

1. Is the introduction engaging? Why or why not?

2. Are the body paragraphs well-organized? Why or why not?

3. Is the conclusion effective in summarizing the main points and reiterating the claim? Why or why not?

Activity 3: Analyzing Author's Style
Read the following essay and analyze the author's style.

[Insert essay]

1. What tone does the author convey?

2. How does the author use language to persuade the reader?

3. What persuasive devices does the author use?



Conclusion
In conclusion, analyzing and evaluating argumentative essays for structure and style is a crucial skill for
Nigerian students in Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12. By mastering this skill, you will be able to construct well-
argued essays and critically evaluate the information you encounter.

Remember to always identify the key components of an argumentative essay, evaluate the effectiveness of an essay's
structure, and critically evaluate an author's style.

Assessment
Complete the following assessment tasks to demonstrate your understanding of analyzing and evaluating
argumentative essays for structure and style.

1. Written Analysis Essay: Write a 250-300 word analysis of an argumentative essay, identifying the claim, evidence,
reasoning, and counterargument, and evaluating the effectiveness of the essay's structure and style.

2. Peer Review: Exchange your essay with a classmate and provide feedback on the structure and style, using a rubric to
guide your assessment.

3. Reflection: Reflect on what you have learned about analyzing and evaluating argumentative essays for structure and
style. How can you apply this skill in your own writing and critical thinking?



Extension Activities
Complete the following extension activities to further develop your skills in analyzing and evaluating
argumentative essays for structure and style.

1. Debate Club: Establish a debate club where you can engage in structured debates on selected topics.

2. Essay Writing Competition: Participate in an essay writing competition where you can submit your argumentative
essays on a given topic.

3. Critical Reading Project: Read and critically evaluate a series of argumentative essays or articles on different topics.

Glossary
Refer to the following glossary to understand key terms related to argumentative essays.

1. Argumentative Essay: A type of essay that presents a claim and supports it with evidence and reasoning to persuade
the reader.

2. Claim: The main argument or point of an essay.

3. Evidence: Facts, statistics, or expert opinions used to support a claim.

4. Reasoning: The logical connections made between evidence and claim.

5. Counterargument: An acknowledgment and response to an opposing viewpoint.



Advanced Concepts in Argumentative Essays
As you delve deeper into the world of argumentative essays, it's essential to understand advanced concepts that can elevate
your writing and critical thinking skills. One such concept is the use of rhetorical devices, which can add depth and persuasive
power to your arguments. Rhetorical devices such as metaphors, allusions, and repetition can be used to create vivid imagery,
evoke emotions, and build a connection with your audience.

Example of Rhetorical Devices

For instance, in Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech, he uses repetition to emphasize the
importance of equality and justice. He repeats the phrase "I have a dream" to create a sense of urgency and to
inspire his audience to work towards a common goal.

Case Study: The Use of Rhetorical Devices in Advertising

A study on the use of rhetorical devices in advertising found that companies that used metaphors and allusions
in their advertisements were more likely to create a lasting impression on their audience. The study also found
that the use of rhetorical devices can increase brand recognition and loyalty.

Evaluating Sources and Evidence
When evaluating sources and evidence in an argumentative essay, it's crucial to consider the credibility and reliability of the
sources. This involves checking the author's credentials, the publication date, and the purpose of the source. It's also essential
to evaluate the evidence presented, considering factors such as sample size, methodology, and potential biases.

Example of Evaluating Sources

For example, when evaluating a study on the effects of climate change, you would consider the credentials of
the researchers, the methodology used, and the potential biases of the funding organization. You would also
consider the sample size and the representativeness of the sample.

Case Study: The Importance of Evaluating Sources in Scientific Research

A study on the importance of evaluating sources in scientific research found that researchers who carefully
evaluated their sources were more likely to produce accurate and reliable results. The study also found that the
evaluation of sources can help to prevent the spread of misinformation and to promote a more nuanced
understanding of complex issues.

Counterarguments and Refutations
Counterarguments and refutations are essential components of an argumentative essay. A counterargument is an opposing
viewpoint that challenges your argument, while a refutation is a response to a counterargument. When presenting
counterarguments and refutations, it's essential to acknowledge the opposing viewpoint and to provide evidence and reasoning
to refute it.

Example of Counterarguments and Refutations

For example, in an argumentative essay on the topic of universal healthcare, you might present a
counterargument that universal healthcare is too expensive and would lead to a decrease in the quality of care.
You would then refute this counterargument by providing evidence that universal healthcare can actually reduce
costs in the long run and improve health outcomes.

Case Study: The Use of Counterarguments and Refutations in Debate

A study on the use of counterarguments and refutations in debate found that debaters who effectively presented
counterarguments and refutations were more likely to win debates. The study also found that the use of
counterarguments and refutations can promote critical thinking and a more nuanced understanding of complex
issues.



Conclusion and Recommendations
In conclusion, analyzing and evaluating argumentative essays for structure and style is a crucial skill for students. By
understanding the key components of an argumentative essay, evaluating the effectiveness of an essay's structure, and critically
evaluating an author's style, students can improve their critical thinking and writing skills. It's also essential to consider advanced
concepts such as rhetorical devices, evaluating sources and evidence, and counterarguments and refutations.

Example of Conclusion and Recommendations

For example, in a conclusion to an argumentative essay on the topic of climate change, you might summarize
the main points and reiterate the importance of taking action to reduce carbon emissions. You might also
provide recommendations for individuals, organizations, and governments to take action to address climate
change.

Case Study: The Impact of Argumentative Essays on Critical Thinking

A study on the impact of argumentative essays on critical thinking found that students who wrote argumentative
essays showed significant improvement in their critical thinking skills. The study also found that the use of
argumentative essays can promote a more nuanced understanding of complex issues and can help students to
develop a more informed and engaged citizenry.

Assessment and Evaluation
Assessment and evaluation are essential components of the learning process. When assessing and evaluating student learning,
it's essential to consider the student's ability to analyze and evaluate argumentative essays for structure and style. This can
involve evaluating the student's ability to identify the key components of an argumentative essay, evaluate the effectiveness of
an essay's structure, and critically evaluate an author's style.

Example of Assessment and Evaluation

For example, in an assessment of student learning, you might ask students to write an argumentative essay on
a given topic and then evaluate their essay based on the key components of an argumentative essay. You might
also ask students to evaluate a sample argumentative essay and provide feedback on the effectiveness of the
essay's structure and style.

Case Study: The Use of Rubrics in Assessment and Evaluation

A study on the use of rubrics in assessment and evaluation found that rubrics can help to promote consistency
and fairness in the assessment process. The study also found that rubrics can help students to understand the
expectations of the assignment and to improve their performance.

Extension Activities
Extension activities can help to promote deeper learning and engagement. When designing extension activities, it's essential to
consider the student's interests and abilities. Extension activities can involve debates, discussions, and writing assignments that
challenge students to think critically and creatively.

Example of Extension Activities

For example, in an extension activity, you might ask students to participate in a debate on a given topic and then
write a reflective essay on the experience. You might also ask students to design and implement a service-
learning project that addresses a social issue.

Case Study: The Impact of Extension Activities on Student Engagement

A study on the impact of extension activities on student engagement found that students who participated in
extension activities showed significant improvement in their engagement and motivation. The study also found
that extension activities can help to promote a more nuanced understanding of complex issues and can help
students to develop a more informed and engaged citizenry.



Glossary of Terms
A glossary of terms can help to promote understanding and clarity. When creating a glossary, it's essential to define key terms
and concepts in a clear and concise manner. A glossary can also help to promote consistency and fairness in the assessment
process.

Example of Glossary of Terms

For example, in a glossary of terms, you might define key terms such as "argumentative essay," "claim,"
"evidence," and "counterargument." You might also provide examples and illustrations to help students
understand the concepts.

Case Study: The Use of Glossaries in Education

A study on the use of glossaries in education found that glossaries can help to promote understanding and
clarity. The study also found that glossaries can help to promote consistency and fairness in the assessment
process and can help students to develop a more nuanced understanding of complex issues.
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