& PL NIT Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: English Language Arts Duration: 60 minutes
Unit Title: Analyzing "A Quilt of a Country" Date: March 10, 2024
Grade Level: 9th Grade Teacher: Ms. Johnson
Lesson Number: 1 of 10 Room: 205

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

e CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.1
e CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.2
e CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.3

Skills Standards:

e Analyzing literary devices
e |dentifying author's claims
¢ Applying annotating skills

Cross-Curricular Links:

¢ History: American Identity and Culture
¢ Social Studies: Cultural Diversity

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:
¢ How does the author use literary devices to convey complex ideas about identity and culture?
¢ What claims does the author make about American identity, and how are these claims supported by
evidence from the text?

Enduring Understandings:

e Literary devices, such as metaphors, help readers understand complex ideas about identity and
culture.
¢ The author's claims about American identity are supported by evidence from the text.

Student Context Analysis



Class Profile: Learning Styles Distribution:

e Total Students: 25 e Visual: 40%
e ELL Students: 5 e Auditory: 30%
e |EP/504 Plans: 3 ¢ Kinesthetic: 30%

e Gifted: 2
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Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

¢ Arrange desks in a circle for class discussion
¢ Prepare whiteboard and markers

Technology Needs:

e Computer with internet access
¢ Projector and screen

Materials Preparation:

e Copies of the article "A Quilt of a Country"
¢ Annotation handouts

Safety Considerations:

e Establish a safe space for discussion
¢ Be prepared to address any controversial issues

Detailed Lesson Flow

?® Introduction and Hook (10 minutes)

 Introduce the importance of literary analysis
e Ask students if they have ever felt like they don't quite fit into one specific group or category

? Initial Reading and Sharing (15 minutes)

 Distribute copies of the article "A Quilt of a Country"
e Ask students to skim through the article and note any phrases, sentences, or paragraphs that stand
out to them

? Direct Instruction on Literary Devices (15 minutes)

e Provide a brief lecture on literary devices, focusing on metaphors
¢ Use examples from the text to illustrate how metaphors convey complex ideas about identity and
culture

Engagement Strategies:

e Think-pair-share
e Class discussion

? Guided Practice: Annotating the Text (20 minutes)

e Guide students in annotating the article, focusing on identifying metaphors and the author's claims
e Circulate around the room to assist and facilitate discussion among students

Checking for Understanding:

¢ Formative assessment




o Exit tickets

? Independent Practice: Analyzing Author's Claims (20 minutes)

¢ Assign students to work individually to analyze specific sections of the text
e Ask students to identify the claims, the literary devices used to support these claims, and what these
reveal about the author's perspective

? Conclusion and Reflection (10 minutes)

e Conclude the lesson with a class discussion where students share their findings
 Facilitate a reflection on what was learned and how literary devices help in understanding complex
texts
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Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners:

¢ Provide additional support with annotating
the text
¢ Offer one-on-one instruction

ELL Support Strategies:

¢ Provide visual aids to support understanding
¢ Offer bilingual resources

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

¢ Encourage empathy and self-awareness
¢ Foster a positive classroom environment

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

e Class discussions
o Exit tickets

Success Criteria:

¢ Students can identify and interpret literary devices

¢ Students can analyze the author's claims
Feedback Methods:

e Verbal feedback
¢ Written feedback

Homework & Extension Activities

Homework Assignment:

For Advanced Learners:

e Provide additional challenges, such as
analyzing multiple texts

e Encourage students to create their own
literary devices

Ask students to write a reflection on what they learned about literary devices and the author's claims.

Extension Activities:

¢ Ask students to create a visual representation of the quilt metaphor
¢ Have students research and present on a specific aspect of American culture mentioned in the text

Parent/Guardian Connection:



Encourage parents to read the article with their child and discuss it together, applying the literary analysis
skills learned in class.

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

e What challenges do | anticipate?
e Which students might need extra support?
e What backup plans should | have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

e What went well?
e What would | change?
e Next steps for instruction?
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Introduction and Hook

Introduction (5 minutes):

¢ Introduce the importance of literary analysis
¢ Ask students if they have ever felt like they don't quite fit into one specific group or category

Hook (5 minutes):

¢ Ask students to share their thoughts and experiences with identity and culture
¢ Introduce the article "A Quilt of a Country" and its relevance to the topic

Initial Reading and Sharing

Initial Reading (10 minutes):

¢ Distribute copies of the article "A Quilt of a Country”
¢ Ask students to skim through the article and note any phrases, sentences, or paragraphs that stand
out to them

Sharing (5 minutes):

¢ Hold a class discussion where students share their observations
¢ Allow the teacher to gauge their prior knowledge and understanding of the text
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Direct Instruction on Literary Devices

Literary Devices (10 minutes):

¢ Provide a brief lecture on literary devices, focusing on metaphors
¢ Use examples from the text to illustrate how metaphors convey complex ideas about identity and
culture

Guided Practice (10 minutes):

¢ Guide students in identifying and interpreting literary devices in the text
¢ Circulate around the room to assist and facilitate discussion among students

Guided Practice: Annotating the Text

Annotating the Text (15 minutes):

¢ Guide students in annotating the article, focusing on identifying metaphors and the author's claims
¢ Circulate around the room to assist and facilitate discussion among students

Checking for Understanding (5 minutes):

e Formative assessment
e Exit tickets
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Independent Practice: Analyzing Author's Claims

Independent Practice (20 minutes):

¢ Assign students to work individually to analyze specific sections of the text
¢ Ask students to identify the claims, the literary devices used to support these claims, and what these
reveal about the author's perspective

Conclusion (10 minutes):

¢ Conclude the lesson with a class discussion where students share their findings
¢ Facilitate a reflection on what was learned and how literary devices help in understanding complex
texts

Assessment and Feedback

Assessment:

¢ Participation in class discussions and activities
¢ Quality of annotations and analysis of the text
* Written reflection or essay on the significance of metaphors in understanding the text

Feedback:

e Verbal feedback
e Written feedback
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Extension Activities

Extension Activities:

¢ Ask students to create a visual representation of the quilt metaphor
¢ Have students research and present on a specific aspect of American culture mentioned in the text

Interactive Fun Activities:

e Literary Device Scavenger Hunt
e Author's Claims Debate

Cross-Curricular Links

Cross-Curricular Links:

¢ English Language Arts and History: Connect the article's discussion on American identity and culture
to history lessons on the development of the United States

¢ Social Studies and Geography: Explore how different geographical regions in the United States
contribute to the country's cultural quilt

Differentiation Strategies:

e Learning Centers
¢ Technology Integration
e Graphic Organizers
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Parent Engagement

Parent Engagement:

¢ Host a workshop for parents to explain the literary analysis skills being taught in class
e Encourage parents to read the article with their child and discuss it together, applying the literary
analysis skills learned in class

Safety Considerations:

¢ Establish a safe space for discussion
¢ Be prepared to address any controversial issues

Conclusion

Conclusion:

In conclusion, the literary analysis of "A Quilt of a Country" offers a rich and complex exploration of identity,
culture, and belonging, providing 14-year-old students with a unique opportunity to develop their critical
thinking skills and deepen their understanding of literary devices such as annotating, authors' claims, and
metaphors.

Reflection Questions:

¢ What strategies were most effective in engaging students with the text, and how can these be built
upon or adapted for future lessons?

¢ How well did students demonstrate an understanding of literary devices, such as metaphors, and the
author's claims about identity and culture?
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Next Steps

Next Steps:

¢ Plan a lesson focused on comparative analysis, where students read and analyze another text that

explores themes of identity and culture
¢ Assign a creative writing project where students write their own narrative about identity, culture, or

community, using literary devices learned from the analysis of "A Quilt of a Country”

Appendices:

¢ Glossary of literary terms
e Works cited page

References

References:

e Quindlen, A. (2001). A Quilt of a Country. Newsweek, 138(15), 64.
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Final Thoughts

Final Thoughts:

This lesson plan is designed to guide 14-year-old students in a comprehensive analysis of the article "A
Quilt of a Country" by Anna Quindlen, focusing on literary devices, author's claims, and the significance of
metaphors in understanding the text.

Evaluation:

¢ Student participation and engagement
¢ Quality of student work and assignments

Conclusion

Conclusion:

In conclusion, this lesson plan provides a comprehensive and engaging approach to teaching literary
analysis skills to 14-year-old students, using the article "A Quilt of a Country" as a rich and complex text for
exploration.



